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On October 29, 2019, the Japanese government announced
the “The Order of Culture and Persons of Cultural Merit” in
the first year of the new imperial era of Reiwa, and Mr. Yohei
Sasakawa, Chairman of The Nippon Foundation, was
awarded the “Person of Cultural Merit”. Chairman Mr.
Sasakawa has worked for many years in various fields of
cultural promotion and social contribution that cannot be
covered by the government alone, such as the long-standing
effort solving discrimination and reconciliation efforts to
resolve armed conflicts in Myanmar. Chairman has high
hopes for this project as a part of the academic and cultural
exchange between Japan and Central Asia in the future. All
the people involved in NipCA project are very happy to
receive this award.
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University of Tiukuba

Since opening its doors in 1973, the University of Tsukuba
has been pursuing the philosophy of “the university open to
the world” by establishing a globally accepted research and
education system suitable for the age of globalization through
the development of overseas bases and the enhancement of
English language programs. We are working to develop
global human resources who can tackle global issues and
contribute to solving them.

The Nippon Foundation Central Asia-Japan Human Resource
Development Project (NipCA), which was newly started in
January 2019 with a grant from The Nippon Foundation, is
consistent with the University’s philosophy. This is a large-
scale human resource development project that is unique in
the history of academic exchange between Central Asia (+
Azerbaijan) and Japan. Since 2000, the University has
focused on educational and academic exchange with the
Central Asian region and is proud to be one of the largest
human resource exchange initiatives in Japan.

NipCA project has already accepted 9 outstanding
international fellows as regular students (Master’s Program
of the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Department of International Area Studies), on top of
providing SDGs training in Okinawa and domestic corporate
internships in Hokkaido. We also offer internships for
Japanese students in Central Asia, and Russian / Kazakh
language training abroad program. I am confident that in the
next five to ten years, we will be able to develop and expand
our activities and the scale of our activities, while deepening
cooperative relationships between Central Asia and Japan and
producing talented human resources who can contribute to
solving the problems of the SDGs.”
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Honorary Doctorate Degree Awarded to Nursultan Nazarbayev, P o ®

| the First President of Kazakhstan

TMRABHE, ZREAZOAT TABRZES
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The First President of Kazakhstan, the President of the University
of Tsukuba with Kazakh students

(Photo: Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties)

HYF 7 AT VHFEDFFIILNLT 7 « LAY VH)
RN DT RAHER L7503 10 A 23

Ho SO (B4 7 L3050 1B W TiibnE L, |

FH N AT 7 PHORFEIZ, 10 H 22 HIC#b ftbh

- R EABET D HIRALIERE ORI I 5 72 12 e H S 1,

BHASE LSRG ENE L,

A B W TORKERNMERIEET, FFA 71
RARMFEDS THH 7 2% > 20305 75 & O ES K E
Pavobl, BEHEEOSHTHAREL VOB
EREHEL, 20EF)LE LTHCKRETE - HF7EHE
ZHA LT PNNL 7 REPL— 5 2 THEN RS2 A
Ll L, MEDOREENTHLTIVT 7 7€ - AY
7 BN REOMMBRG 2 WifT L, [HY @B o Ifa K
06 HEEHED . L v 7L AL DRFRTLIREAD
iz FEEL L 72 2 Lo v T o, ERATOE IR
BRLUE L7, ERRERED, FHFAUNZTRE 7
V7 77K - A 7ERLRY:, 22— 7 TERNLKY, A
V7 EBRBRAERE R, AV 7 ESEERE, T
T— AR, ENERSAER e S — L vwo e 7
AZ v DHEIIRE - WHIEHEBH 7 7 Pt & RS E %
kG L. ASCHEBIE, BORWE RIS, AmBREIRIE,
AR ERFAZE T, 10 4EDL Rich 7> TR D
i - BHE L (IRl - Z A DAL TS 300 AR L,
WF7eH 2% 100 ALLE) ZiEDTELEFLE Z DK
BILOWTHBRE LA, 2D LT, RKELEAF T AV
EDHE - HMRO HE L WIS, TN 7]
RAFHEENTE LEBE N, A 72V ORIEL 7

On October 23, the University of Tsukuba conferred an
honorary doctorate degree on the First President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in a ceremony held at the Dai-ichi
Hotel Tokyo.

Nursultan Nazarbayev had arrived at Japan to attend
Japanese Emperor Naruhito’s Enthronement Ceremony,
which took place on October 22, and participated in the
degree conferral ceremony the following day.

At the award ceremony, President of the University of
Tsukuba, Dr. Kyosuke Nagata, highly praised 1) the
establishment of two universities in Kazakhstan —
Nazarbayev University and the Eurasian National University
— by the first president of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev,
who has set a goal of establishing a high-quality education
system in the country based on the national strategic vision
“Kazakhstan 20307, 2) as well as the organizational reforms
implemented at The Al-farabi Kazakh National University,
the highest-ranking educational institution in Kazakhstan,
now known both within the country and abroad, which was
successfully transformed from the former Soviet Union’s
leading university to a world-class research university that
meets international standards.

In addition, he mentioned the achievements and significance
of more than 10 years of bilateral and educational exchanges
(more than 300 exchange students and more than 100
researchers) in the fields of humanities and social sciences,
mathematics and materials science, life and environmental
science, and human comprehensive science, which became
possible as a result of existing partnership agreements
between the University of Tsukuba and seven leading Kazakh
universities and research institutions: Nazarbayev University,
al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Eurasian National
University, The Al-farabi Kazakh University of International
Relations and World Languages, Narxoz University, Kazakh
National Pedagogical University, National Scientific Center
for Oncology and Transplantation.

Furthermore, he added that the remarkable development of
educational and academic exchanges between our university
and Kazakhstan was the result of the thorough university
reform in Kazakhstan led and realized by the first President
of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev, for which Mr. Nagata
expressed his deep respect and gratitude. Later, President
Nagata conferred an honorary doctorate on Kazakhstan’s first
president of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev.

Following this, the first president of Kazakhstan Nursultan
Nazarbayev stated that the University of Tsukuba was one of
the leading research-oriented universities in Japan that
produced three winners of the Nobel Prize, and that it has
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been making a significant academic contribution to the world.
He also stated that many young Kazakhs, who returned home
after earning degrees at leading universities around the
world, including the University of Tsukuba, are currently
supporting the development of
Kazakhstan, and those, who
obtained degrees in various
fields from the University of
Tsukuba, are playing an active
role in this process.

The University of Tsukuba will
maintain cooperative
relationship with the Republic of
Kazakhstan, a friendly country
to Japan, and will focus on the
development and strengthening

ZEBLSORS
The conferral of an honorary  of academic and educational
doctorate degree

exchanges.

~AYT7E2ORKIIY—ILAIDOETBEXLICEF S~

Public lecture: An Invitation to the Tatar World: Language and Culture of Russia’s

Second Largest Ethnic group — Tatars
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On 12 July 2019, a public lecture was held at the Student
Commons for the purpose of introducing the Tatar language
and culture, in which 21 students and faculty members of the
university, as well as 4 participants from outside the
university participated. The lecture was planned by a
graduate student of this university who specializes in Tatar
language, and came to be realized in the framework of serial
public lectures “Future of Central Eurasia and Japan.” In the
lecture, the rich and diverse Tatar world was introduced from
various viewpoints such as Tatar cuisine, music, traditional
dances, and the bonds between Japan and Tatar society.
“Although it is not well known in Japan, the first Muslim
immigrants to this country were Tatars who had fled the
Russian Revolution. I want more
people to know the connection between
Japan and the Tatar world” —
commented a graduate student Ms.
Mizuki Sakurama-Nakamura, the
lecturer of the seminar. Participants
were surprised at the diversity of
neighboring Russia, which is said to be
a close but a far country, and also
expressed interest in learning Tatar
language. This lecture ended
successfully.
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Japan Central Asia Exchange Forum was held in collaboration with The Nippon

Foundation and Japan Central Asia Fr1endsh1p Association (JACAFA)
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A visit to the Proton Medical Research Center
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A visit to the Center for Cybernics Research

NipCA Project invited five alumni and alumnae (one from
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan, and two from
Kyrgyzstan) and Ms. Kyoko Vrboski, Chairperson, from
Japan Central Asia Friendship Association (JACAFA) on June
24 and 25, 2019, for facility tours as well as an international
exchange forum on innovation. On 24th, they visited the
facilities related to innovation, including the Proton Medical
Research Center, International Institute for Integrative Sleep
Medicine and Center for Cybernics Research. On 25th, they
took part in a large space experience tour at the Empower
Studio, a special lecture on innovation by Director of the
Board of TX Entrepreneur Partners, and a lunch meeting with
students from Central Asia in the University of Tsukuba. In
the afternoon, we held a “Japan Central Asia Exchange
Forum: Human Resource Development and Innovation in the
Central Asia Republics” hosted by The Nippon Foundation
and JACAFA (cooperated by NipCA Project) at the University
of Tsukuba Central Library. The JACAFA alumni and
alumnae, a professor and students from our university
presented their views on innovation in Central Asian
countries and Japan, and lively exchanged their opinions.
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A visit to the Empowerment Studio
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A commemorative photo after the exchange forum
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2019 NipCA fellows (The 1st Class)

Aigerim Muratbekova
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I'm from Kyrgyzstan, one of the Central Asian countries. In the future, I
would hope to work with children and students. Most of the time
children from poor families have less opportunity to study. So, they
sometimes lose their hope and give up on their dreams. I believe that
every child has a potential and can be a great leader in spite of his
background and financial situation. Like one quotation said, “Train up a
child in the way, he should go, so when he is old, he will not depart from
it”. Therefore, my research will be focused on one of the social issues —
bullying among children in schools in Kyrgyzstan. The aim of this
research is to find out why bullying is still increasing even though some
countermeasure were done by the schools, non-governmental and
international organizations.

Ilyas Zakaryanov
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I am from Kazakhstan. Being a man from the eastern province of my
country, I have been lucky to travel enough around the world that helped
me to enrich my knowledge and expand my worldview. After
graduation, I started to work at the joint stock national company which
is under the Ministry of Agriculture of Kazakhstan and dealing with
trading of Kazakh cereals and oilseeds. For almost 3 years, I got the
most valuable work experience at the department of internal and
external commerce. Now, I have just started my master course based on
my work experience. My research interest is agriculture. In the future, I
would like to use this wonderful educational opportunity in Japan,
acquainted with its cultural and customs for developing my homeland.

Nilufar Qambarova
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I come from mountainous Tajikistan, which is in the south part of
Central Asia. I hold my bachelor’s degree from American University of
Central Asia in Bishkek, majoring in International and Comparative
Politics and minoring Human Rights. Currently, I am having a keen
interest in gender, migration and development studies; one would like to
focus on women empowerment and emancipation in Tajikistan.
Therefore, my academic research analyzes the current understanding of
the role of women in Tajik society, and what are the main factors of
women disempowerment in Tajikistan. Studying at one of the best
universities of Japan in this program oriented special for Central
Eurasian Studies, it will allow me to enhance my knowledge in the
region and develop my research skills, crucial for my future career.

Saltanat Boteu
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My research interests lay in the field of social psychology, cultural and
from recently environmental sociology. Japanese society, as one of the
developed countries with advanced technologies, extreme climate
conditions, and unique cultural heritage is an attractive case for
investigating new perspectives in many fields. I started to be interested
in Japanese culture and language approximately 10 years ago. I studied
Japanese language at the Kazakhstan Japan Center for Human
Development in the capital city for the first 3 years continuing the study
at other courses and individually. I find it a valuable experience to be a
participant of The Nippon Foundation Fellowship as the program gives
many opportunities to get to know unique culture and traditions of
Japan. Therefore, I find it interesting both studying and living in Japan.
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Azerbaijan is my home country and I also received my bachelor’s
degree there, from ADA University. Currently, I am specializing in
International Area Studies. A main focus of my research is sustainable
tourism and its environmental and economic implications. I am hoping
to find out its role in achieving SDGs in Azerbaijan, as tourism plays a
crucial role for the future of the country. For me, Japan is the land of
research and innovations. Especially, University of Tsukuba is one of
the central parts of this process. I see broad range of opportunities
ahead of me in terms of learning, researching and improving myself
here. Right now, my primary focus is on finishing my studies here
successfully and fulfilling goals of my research. Based on the
completion of my aims, I hope to find out where I should belong to in
terms of my future academic and career life.

Aida Ibragimova (3% JICA ¥%°%/:)
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I am from the heart of Central Asia — Uzbekistan. In 2015, I graduated
from the Tashkent State Institute of Oriental Studies. During 2017-2019,
I worked as a chief specialist in the Ministry of Investments and Foreign
Trade of the Republic of Uzbekistan. My Master’s thesis is about the
cooperation between Uzbekistan and Japan through analyzing the Road
maps for bilateral cooperation that were developed by the end of visits
of leaders of the countries. I believe that I will gain a lot of new
knowledge from professors and students at Tsukuba University. At the
same time, during my stay in Japan, I am going to learn Japanese
language, explore more about Japanese culture and visit a lot of cities of
this beautiful country.

Mivegozel Geldiyeva
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I am from Turkmenistan. The main focus of my current research is “the
Turkmen-Japanese cooperation in the field of higher education”.
Particularly, I will be analyzing the main patterns of university
diplomacy for Japan and Turkmenistan. Based on my previous academic
background in environmental studies and world economy, I have other
interdisciplinary research interests such as natural resource governance
and sustainability science. My primary goals during my stay in Japan
are education and the Japanese language. In addition to these goals, I am
also looking forward to experiencing a unique Japanese culture and
lifestyle. I believe that Japan is not only a destination of high-quality
education, but also a good school of life. After graduation, I am willing
to continue the academic pathway in my selected field, and contribute to
raising knowledge in the field of Turkmen-Japanese relations.

Kamoliddin Boziev (3 JICA 3%22/:)
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AT 7H L WA E AX LV EZTERALZWEEZTHET
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I am from Tajikistan. I used to work at the Ministry of Economic
Development and trade of Republic of Tajikistan. I have been directly
involved in SDGs nationalization process and monitoring of national
strategies and program. Together, I am keen on learning more about
Japanese history of economy, language and culture. With an economic
background, it was very interesting for me to understand the reason of
sustainable development of Japan and being in top five economic
growth countries for a long period. So, I am going to research “How it is
possible to use free economic zones in order to achieve sustainable
goals in the Republic of Tajikistan”. My plan is to use my new
knowledge and skills for future development of my country. I am also
thinking of my PhD course in Japanese Universities in the future.
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[RRFIT7DITA—NIUE]ICERERZRENSSIMUELT-
A student delegation from the University of Tsukuba attended the 16" ESCAS
Conference “The Globality of Central Asia” in the United Kingdom

% 16 [0 European Society for Central Asian
Studies (ESCAS) #320194E6 H27~29H., 4 ¥V
ADIY & —RETHMES L, THARMM b7y
7 HRAMEBER 70 Y =7 b OXREZIFARERY:
Bid: 4 fcitgisdziT v L7,

FT7 4 AN (AFT7RY ) 3,
7P TIZBT BEBEN 2T NF v ZANDANAFHEL L
72T 7Y I BT B EE G IO I 7 7 a—
F AV 7 RY v OBUNHHFEEB ORI, LEL 705
M EFERLE L, X2 NVEF4DO0TLE YT —
¥oa VORI S L BiA S I EIBRBHF O ML A B T
ZEEE 6. 26 DA AISKTT 2 HUIR D S D 43 HT
Z DB DOEIGEIEIC R 5 T, MRZ BEGESID B S
NEL7, £/ A4 F v b ZANFTFYIN (FILX
AWME) & THOHRMLOFERELTD7 23 =X
LA?2XFNXRACEF I LEOEEETE 723 =R
FREEOINT) EELIHERETVE L, MUY
V=B EL T, FFL - kTANL 2N (AF TR
gUHE) E. AT A ICBTB NI VAT 2V
F—DREE NI AP 2 VY — DAL EIEREMED
TICERZ YT TAF7RAZ VIZB TS T VR
Yz v ¥ =TERy DI E T 2 BEEEMER OLEE)
WZOWTHRE L7, FBEEIR, BNiERE kD 2 A9 7
ARG VDT UVAY 2 T —DMANETED T RE LT
O AZET LI LICHLE IETVuES, — ., <
Y75 -EEIEY) (Pa—YT7HYE) &, ¥ERK
Hiz MERO/ME: ZVvy7ofs, LELL7LE Y
TF—=YavEiiolk, VYT ONLEFRIEIGIZRT 3
HiE V7 S 7 BRARIC BER & 1R 2 B 2812 D W TEE 2 4
EFELE L, TRTCOEEBSNED» S DEER
aXY M ERBICEATREMEZZITE L2,

Bk 4 AE 2 ORI SL 7 2 LT, KT
DXy F =7 z]EF, X DE L DSMNEICHE DI
EHAL, 77 LI —my 82 E T 3EER L L
DO ZRET LI ENTET L, /2, HEKR
EDRHAEROMIEEETH L L2 T E—LTBH L L
T, HBDOWFZEE DSBEFE DAY « FEERINAIFR I E ik
TEODI AT — X MBI 5 HAMM ORE %
BRI THREEEE L,

Four graduate students from the University of Tsukuba
attended the 16th Biennial Conference of the European
Society for Central Asian Studies (ESCAS) held at the
University of Exeter on June 27-29, 2019. The trip was made
possible thanks to the generous support from the University
of Tsukuba and The Nippon Foundation.

Nafissa Insebayeva (Kazakhstan), a member of the delegation
from the University of Tsukuba, presented her paper titled
“New Approaches to International Cooperation in Asia: The
Case of Kazakhstani Official Development Assistance” at the
panel dedicate to international governance interventions in
Central Asia. The panel consisted of four presentations,
which highlighted various topics ranging from discussions on
imported international development frameworks to analysis
of local reactions to those interventions and subsequent
adaptive strategies.

Syinat Sultanalieva (Kyrgyzstan), a student from Kyrgyzstan,
delivered a speech titled “Feminisms As a Self-Colonising
Practice? Analyzing Feminist Narratives on the Role of
Women in Kyrgyzstan”. Zhanar Sekerbayeva (Kazakhstan)
gave a talk about “Role of Medical Specialists in Negotiating
“Normalization” of Transgender People in Kazakhstan”
which was focused on transgender issues and interaction
between transgender people and medical experts in
Kazakhstan. In general, Zhanar is interested in studying
actors and processes that shape Kazakhstani transgender
individuals as they seek legal affirmation.

Mariam Bibilashvili (Georgia) delivered a presentation titled
“Small States in a Globalized World: Georgian Perspective”
at the last day of the conference. Mariam had an opportunity
to present preliminary findings of her research, which
challenge established understandings of Georgian foreign
policy strategy. All students received valuable
recommendations and thought-provoking questions from the
audience.

Participation in the event helped presenters to widen their
professional network and introduce their research to the
wider audience, as well as to establish communication
between scholars based in Asia and Europe. Moreover, it
helped promote the image of the University of Tsukuba as one
of the leading research institutions in Japan, and highlighted
the role of The Nippon Foundation in empowering local
researchers in their efforts to contribute to the existing
academic and practical knowledge.
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Announcement of Special Seminars on the Contemporary SILK ROAD

BAMEIRRY D7 -BRAMBER IO 7 MO—RELT HM2E1B~3BICNT T BADSKHED
RRT7ITVHRE4ZEZAZ(ICHEBE L. ARY D7 REOERERCBUAREICETY 2 ERARBRERZTL

HREIEDTEMEHFLLTENET | (BFREMERA / A110E LUXRERELHE8A409)

Within a framework of the “NipCA Project”, outstanding international researchers specialized in Central Eurasian studies has been
invited to hold open-seminars, titled “Seminars on the Contemporary SILK ROAD” in January and February 2020. In addition,
special workshops will be organized for faculty members and students to learn how to write papers, to obtain research funds, and to
build a successful research career. (Place: Laboratory of Advanced Research A/ A110 & Master’s Programs in Humanities and Social

[ |
|
£9,
Sciences/ 8A409)
1. $fM2F1A218 (X) 10:00 ~ 12:00(A110)
% Ef:Dr. TOLIPOV Farkhod
Director, Professor, “Bilim Qarvoni” Research
Institute (7 ARF 25 )
7 — ¥ : "Central Asian Regional Integration”
2. 9M2%&1A28H () 10:00 ~ 12:00(8A409)
% EM:Dr. SHIN Boram
Assistant Professor, Hanyang University (3%[E)
7 — ¥ : Academic Publishing Methodology
[ |

3.9M2FE2H10H(A) 9:00~ 11:00(A110)

#  ff:Dr. NOURZHANOV Kirill
Director, Professor, Australian National
University (F—2X k<1 77)

7 — ¥ :Archival documents as field of research

4 SM2F2H10H(A) 11:00 ~ 13:00(A110)

# Ef:Dr. POLESE Abel
Senior Researcher, Dublin City University
(7A4ILZVR)

7 — ¥ : Informality, informal governance, shadow
economy (both at the theoretical level and
empirical with focus on the post-Soviet

region/Asia [
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WY TR BT ILI N TBADKE HKTD
BKDHELLBEI N REERND
Waterway at the suburban of Almaty city
in southern Kazakhstan. glacier melting
water turns into beautiful milky white
color flows through the arid land
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L g stling "Kokbol competing for sheep | W
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Bazaar (market) at Almaty
fresh fruits beautifully on il

_Sellers well display

he shelf as if competing

HBOAINBEBROO/NE, BATIVETEO/NDER(C
BE2REEES

A donkey cart in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.
Donkeys still play an important role for local
transportation in the suburban areas ;(

"
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FINFRPATFTITE ARXTVIZFBT (2
BSEIDOLRNSLHED

Kyrgyzstan and Kazakh still retain the
tradition of horseback eagle hunting
culture to tame a Golden Eagle

IOXRYI > BIEYEFEDS
BHEE, BETEPR7I TR
ADRERINEFEBINTLS

A beautiful mural painting in
the National Museum of
Tajikistan. Central Asia's
largest reclining Buddha
statue is also found in the
country

FILFRPE DS+ L3 2FE, ABICIF 2,000 M EDKRBEENHDEW
nPNTLS

Shamsh Valley in central Kyrgyzstan. It is said that there are
more than 2,000 unexplored peaks in this country
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A stir-fried rice dish “Plov” ,
originating in Central Asia,
has been known as “pilaf”
all over the world

DANFRIVEPDFEEILE, PRTITDARIC SESFLEAUSHHSNBDHFY
Children in southern Uzbekistan. Central Asians are characterized by a variety of faces

BECHERERKICEEZSAL |
II=IDH& !
(2017 & 4 B, BRERASART)
A Tatar girl dressed in colorful
folk costumes
(photographed by Mizuki
Sakurama, Photo taken in April |

R ZS T Dl DE ) CoHD.: 2
IR e DEAIE 2500 FIBETD
DR DT THEBINL

“Ragman” is also a udon noodle
in Central Asia which was
invented in Central Asia around
2500 B.C.

T (R

STIEN<BEENLERTHBIEDRYSF
Central Asian is known as an origin of watermelon and melon. Piled-up
watermelon is a usual landscape in summer
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HAME 77 « HRAME RS0 T= 7]
(NipCA Project)

T305-8571 KR QIH K FEEH1-1-1
Tel.029-853-4251

E-mail: info@genis.jinsha.tsukuba.ac.jp
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