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A girl selling Qurut on the street. Uzbekistan. (photo by Sono Fumoto)
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The University of Tsukuba’s philosophy is to foster leaders
who will create the future of the Earth through education and
research open to the world. The Japan Foundation Central
Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project (NipCA
Project) made a fresh start on January 2020, as a successor to
the “Multilingual Human Resource Development Program for
Russian-speaking Countries” (AY2015-AY2019), which was
highly evaluated as a consignment project of Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT). The NipCA Fellows, the core of the project, who
are selected outstanding students from Central Asia and
Azerbaijan, aim to complete their master’s degree in 1 year
and a half. We plan to cultivate human resources who can
play an active role not only in Central Asian countries but
also in the world, who will contribute to the achievement of
the SDGs in Central Asia and solve social problems in those
countries.

The NipCA project has been active in various ways
between Japan and Central Asia in the previous fiscal year,
but due to the corona disaster this year, many planned
activities in the area were forced to be canceled. However,
most of the activities were done online. “The round table on
online study abroad” was held five times in total, the series of
consecutive lectures “Central Eurasia and the future of
Japan” was held more than eight times in total, and “Special
lectures for freshmen” was held twice in total. The activities
held were vigorously held and not inferior to the previous
year. In October, eight of second-batch NipCA fellows were
admitted, but they have not yet been able to come to Japan.
Instead they attend classes online.

University of Tsukuba was designated as a “Designated
National University Corporation” in October. Of the nine
universities designated, six are comprehensive universities.
University of Tsukuba will further improve its strengths as a
comprehensive university, and in the midst of various crises,
we will create new areas of learning not only for pandemics,
but also for regional conflicts, climate change, marine
pollution, and energy problems, and to solve global issues.

There is a proverb that says, “Adversity makes the man
wise.” It is my great pleasure of seeing what the future holds
for the NipCA Fellows, who are dedicated to studying hard to
create new knowledge to overcome difficulties. I look
forward to the further development of the NipCA project and
the future success of fellows.
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Good afternoon. This is Hara Akira, Vice President,
Executive Director of University of Tsukuba, and Director of
University of Tsukuba Hospital Since taking office as a
Director of University of Tsukuba Hospital in 2018, I have
been working hard to provide world-leading medical care and
safety by making use of the benefits of Tsukuba, a Science
City, to accumulate research results related to medical
technology at various research institutes. To make University
of Tsukuba Hospital a “magnet hospital” where excellent
medical professionals gather, we are working hard to develop
human resources from a global perspective based on the idea
of increasing the number of doctors who has interest overseas
to maintain advanced medical care, and giving back to the
local community the knowledge and experience gained from
study abroad.

University of Tsukuba “Japan Foundation Central Asia and
Japan Human Resource Development Project” (NipCA
Project) is also a global human resource development project
with a broad perspective of having excellent young people
from five Central Asian countries and Azerbaijan learn as
fellowship students at University of Tsukuba and cultivate
human resources who will be active in Central Asia, Japan,
and then the world. In the past, NipCA fellows were mainly
students specializing in the area of international public policy
of social sciences. I have heard that we plan to expand area of
fellowship students to medical care area and recruit
international student majoring in public health. University of
Tsukuba has been active in human exchange among Central
Asia, especially with prominent comprehensive universities
with medical schools, such as Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University and Nazarbayev University in Kazakhstan, and
medical universities such as Almaty Medical University and
JSC National Scientific Center for Oncology and
Transplantation. I hope that NipCA fellows of medical area
will be actively involved in not only graduate school studies
but also in various exchange in this project. We hope to
cultivate persons who will be eminent in medical policy area
in their country, such as the Ministry of Health and Ministry
of Education.

As the University of Tsukuba Hospital and Faculty of
Medicine, University of Tsukuba, I would like to support
NipCA project as much as possible, together with Prof.
Hiramatsu Yuji (Vice Director of University of Tsukuba
Hospital and international Director Cardiovascular Surgery),
Prof. Tanaka Makoto (Dean of the School of Medicine and
Medical Sciences), Prof. Wagatsuma Yukiko (specializing in
epidemiology and preventive medicine, in charge of
international exchange committee of Faculty of Medicine),
and Prof. Ichikawa Masao (specializing in public health and
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Greetings from Mr. Arikawa Takashi, Director of the
International Business Department, The Nippon Foundation

global health).

This year, as with many events of the university, all School
of Medicine and Medical Sciences student dispatches were
forced to be canceled due to the effects of the Corona
disaster. We hope that peace and peace will come to the world
and Japan as soon as possible, and that our daily life before
Corona will return even a bit. We hope that the NipCA
project will continue to move forward and University of
Tsukuba will play a leading role in the global human resource
development.
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It’s a pleasure to meet you. My name is Arikawa Takashi, [
am the Director of the International Business Department at
the Nippon Foundation. I joined the Nippon Foundation in
2013, after working for the Japan Coast Guard and a private
shipping company.

The Nippon Foundation has been involved in various
projects to develop human resources in the world of the sea to
tackle international marine issues of global scale, as well as
the “Sea and Japan Project” designed to deepen people’s
interest and understanding of the sea, especially among
children.

Based on my experience in nurturing and connecting
people from the marine world, I would like to work with the
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA Project) to promote exchanges that connect the world
through people.

I have recently participated as an observer in the 5th
“Round Table on Online Studying” organized by the NipCA
project (held on July 17) under the theme of “Online Classes
after the end of Corona - The Possibility of Online Classes”.
was fortunate enough to get the opportunity to listen to the
presentations made by the students of the
University of Tsukuba. The students and
faculty members, who were forced to
switch from face-to-face classes to online
classes due to the coronavirus pandemic,
had to work very hard to cope with the
situation. They shared their insights on
the challenges and opportunities of online
learning and gave us a glimpse of the
University of Tsukuba’s flexible attitude
in adapting to the current situation.

NipCA project has been organizing
various events and activities. NipCA
project gives young aspiring students
from five Central Asian republics and
« Azerbaijan the opportunity to obtain a

master’s degree from the Graduate School
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of Humanities and Social Sciences (Department of
International Area Studies) at the University of Tsukuba. This
is a key pillar of the project, which aims to connect the two
regions through learning and working together to solve
various issues in Central Asia. In fact, I was one of the
fellows, who studied at the International Maritime Law
Institute (Malta), which is one of the Nippon Foundation’s
maritime human resource development projects. I have found
that the complex and diverse international maritime law
issues, whether on land or at sea, have a great deal of
influence on the development of human resources. I have
experienced firsthand that people are the most important part
and are, in fact, key to confronting the existing challenges.
This year, the second group of Fellows is scheduled to enroll,
and it is expected that the University of Tsukuba will raise the
next generation of leaders, who will play an active role in
connecting Japan and Central Asia on a global scale. We hope
that the University of Tsukuba, the Nippon Foundation, and
the Japan Association for Central Asian Friendship
(JACAFA) will work together to build a network that
organically links such human resources.

HEXE KIRHEEBERMIODOITHRE
Greetings from Dr. Ohneda Osamu, Director of the Office of
Global Initiatives, University of Tsukuba
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As one of the international regional strategies, the
University of Tsukuba has historically emphasized
strengthening ties with Central Asia, which has an advantage
in both education and research. The three pillars of our
activities are “international cooperation,” “tackling global
issues,” and “developing high-level human resources.”

Since 2000, University of Tsukuba has been focusing on
educational exchanges with former Soviet regions, including
Central Asian countries and Azerbaijan. In FY 2014, this
project was selected as one of the “Re-Inventing Japan
Project” by MEXT, to strengthen the global expansion of the
University, aiming to strengthen the international network
power of the university and the two-way international student
exchange. For five years until FY 2019, “Program for
Cultivating Active Multilingual Human Resource in the
Industry for Russian-Speaking Countries” (https:/www.jsps.
go.jp/j-tenkairyoku/sentei_Jigyo h26. html) was
implemented. With exchange study by the program (dispatch
and acceptance), overseas training (in Russia, field study,
student roundtable, domestic and overseas internships,
Japanese culture training), etc. the new global human
resource development project that inherited and developed
the achievements and know-how is, so-called, University of
Tsukuba “Nippon Foundation Central Asia and Japan Human
Resource Development Project” (NipCA project). The
countries in Central Asia are pro-Japan, and especially,
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan are developing economically
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with the background of energy resources. The social and
economic development of Uzbekistan, which has the largest
population in the region (approximately 32.8 million people:
The United Nations Population Fund, in 2019), is remarkable.
Central Asia is also a very attractive area from the standpoint
of recruiting future international students, research, and
education exchanges.

One of the objectives of the NipCA project is to cultivate
human resources who can contribute to the achievement of
the SDGs (sustainable development goals) in the Central Asia
region. This vision of SDGs is a goal that should be achieved
by 2030, but it is a grand goal that leads to the future of
mankind as a whole, and we believe that it should be shared
by all universities in the world, including University of
Tsukuba. At University of Tsukuba, we are currently working
on the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals), and the
activities of the NipCA project is to exchange with Central
Asian countries in terms of SDGs and to cultivate global
human resources are the educational practice, which is also
the aims of the University of Tsukuba.

One of the main activities of this project is scholarship,
namely, the financial support to the NipCA fellows who learn
as a regular student in the graduate school of University of
Tsukuba. It is primarily aimed for international students of
Central Asia and Azerbaijan, who specialize in international
public policy. I have heard that in the future, the NipCA
project plans to expand the scope of the subjects of the
fellowship of the program to the international students
majoring in public health area. Although the expansion of the
new coronavirus has not yet converged, we believe that this
project has a social meaning that is ahead of the times, given
that there is a possibility that a new virus infection in the
world may spread in the future.

Finally, as Office of Global Initiatives, I would like to
continue to back up the activities of University of Tsukuba
NipCA project, to cultivate active global human resources in
Central Asia and Japan.
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Internships in Okinawa(7th-10th Nov. 2019)
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| Peace through the history
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Our study trip to one of the most beautiful places in Japan-
Okinawa will remain one of the most memorable, firstly, for
its unique culture, secondly, special care for the environment,
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in particular the protection of marine life, and thirdly, its
history, which makes you think about the grief experienced
by the population of Okinawa and left a deep mark on world
history. During our short tour, we visited several
organizations implementing Sustainable Development Goals
in Okinawa, as well as attractions, one of which made a great
impression on me and reminded me of my home country.

In March 1945, Okinawa experienced one of the bloodiest
battles of the war, which is known in history as “The Battle of
Okinawa” or “Typhoon of Steel”. The battle destroyed almost
everything in Okinawa - homes, streets, cultural heritage and
claimed the lives of more than 250 000 people. The final
battle took place in June at Mabuni Hill, where a memorial
Park named “Peace Memorial Park” is located today. On the
one hand, the Park was formed as a reminder of the grief of
the people during the Second World War (WW II), and on the
other hand, it is symbolizing peace in the light of the dark
history of Okinawa.

The Memorial Park includes several special areas
reminiscent of the tragedy of the country. So, one of the
zones is Cornerstone of Peace that consists of 118 stones with
the names of died people, including civilians and the
Japanese and foreign soldiers.

The design of Cornerstone of Peace shows surging waves of
an iron storm turning into everlasting waves of peace moving
towards the ocean. Opposite to Cornerstone of Peace is
established Peace Plaza, in the center of which is set “Flame
of Peace”.

The Flame of Peace combined from three different flames
which were taken from different part of Japan. First is from
Aka Island where US forces were land for the first time in
Okinawa, and two other flames are from Hiroshima and
Nagasaki where nuclear bombs were dropped.

Another very important area of this Park is the Peace
Memorial Museum, which shares information about the
battle, lessons learned from the war and the need for
establishing peace and tranquility in the world.

During a walk through Peace Memorial Park, I caught
myself thinking that this Park reminds me of “Mustakillik
square” or “Independence Square”, which is located in my

Newsletter vol.4 January. 2021

7 27 & HA H Central Asia and Japan



ey o7 HA H Central Asia and Japan

PRI AR Z STV, 2 OARDREEY XX
FAYCH D TARZXY VIEY wbws TR
5, ZEROVHEEEZLICOWTELTWE L, i
DFHERAE E 7 ARXF 27 v O ILG ORI IZ\»
(ODPDOFREDH Y FTH, BP0 EEEHL
Hiic, MEOMEEZ GHUICHHL £ 7,

TRARX A VIFPFRT S TICMET S, AOK
3,300 HADHETY, MLk, 7 ARFRF VICiF
B LB, 2=— 7% 3fl, BIREOCELR2H D
T, VARF RS UM ENC 2 2 DU, v B b
DISPEDIBEDVEDTLE, 51T, %D
E & [FkR, FAOHIE S il 55 R BRI L &
Z OMWHPIC RN EEANGT DS DAL ZRVE L
72

1991 4RI 2 e L7, 7 ARF 28 VBRI
WSZDGEE 7 5, HOBELEZEROEMAIB VTS E 2
M7 2 REL £ L, 12 ~2 % — LD, 7 X
NF¥ 2 OV EFERER TS DR, MG, BKDH
DET, IKEDOAD X, 16 KO KEADMAIC X > T
iz, HLICPNEHITIZRBIT a7/ U
A S NI RGIZ X > TORBPNTET,

RGO E 7D DIE, 7 ARFRY v OHIKI DM
NI HEROTE DM G T, MVAEIE b IV LD
%P LR OMHIC X o TSN TV E T, BHLIZE
FoU Aol E2MA 25T, A LRED
IO MM, B ORIMAKEE T ARF 2 v D7
DIZEL o NZ DEATIDAEFNEBOARL, ¥ x
SY—lthkoTwET, ZoME Tk, §100 HAD
TP, 209540 TADBMIEL L7, ¥+ 7
V) —DItBICIE, Kbl AL DIz DICKEDFIE % R
Wd 5, WAL LEDRVLKDIEEHTIC L THEESEL T

BEBLOB A H Y £ 9, A, MZEtEH (9H 1 H),
BLO TR EH) GHIH) 2 oftodiHIC,
DARF AL v DAL, FRITH DGR & EH 2

o TR

R

"
. J’-‘:-'-"'*."*":‘;.“"' B

homeland — Uzbekistan. I have found some similarities
between the Peace Memorial Park in Okinawa and
Independence Square in Uzbekistan, but before I share my
findings, let me give a brief overview of my home country.

Uzbekistan is a country in Central Asia with a population
of about 33 million people. Like Okinawa, Uzbekistan has
delicious cuisine, a unique culture, and interesting history.
Before Uzbekistan became an independent country, it was
one of the 15 countries that were part of the Soviet Union. In
addition, my homeland, like many other countries, and
Okinawa suffered from WW II and lost a large number of
people, both civilian and military, during that period.

After gaining independence in 1991, the government of
Uzbekistan established Independence Square, which
illustrates the independence and reminds the future
generation about the history of the country. On an area of 12
hectares are many trees, flowers, and fountains that
representing the peace and well-being of Uzbekistan. The
entrance to the square is decorated with sixteen marble
columns connected by a bridge with sculptures of storks on
top, which symbolize peace and quiet.

The main place on the square is the independence
monument in the form of a globe with a map of Uzbekistan.
Another component of Independence Square is the Alley of
Fame and Memory. The Alley is a monument in honor of the
soldiers who died in the war. On both sides of the Alley of
Fame and Memory are located the galleries with metal books,
on which were carved the names of people who died for
Uzbekistan in World War II. In this war, around a million
soldiers fought, 400,000 of whom died. At the end of the
galleries is the figure of a grieving mother with an
unquenchable circle of fire in front, symbolizing the eternal
memory for lost people. Every year on the country’s
independence day (September 1), as well as “Victory Day”
(May 9) and other holidays, the people of Uzbekistan lay
flowers to the figure of the grieving mother, in honor of
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memory and gratitude for the peaceful and blue sky above.
To conclude, I would like to note that Uzbekistan and Japan
are different and similar States at the same time. If the
differences can be attributed to culture, language, customs,
the similarity is how both countries appreciate and respect
their history, ancestors, peace, and well-being of their people.

LSRG 77441 s  Muratbekova Aigerim

During our short study tour in Okinawa, we were given an
opportunity to visit the JICA Office. In addition to it, we had
the privilege to get acquainted with activities and projects
regarding SDGs. I’ve learned that the JICA is actively
working in promoting and achieving SDGs. One way, JICA is
doing it, is through collaboration with local and international
partners. For instance, together with international
organizations such as the WHO and the World Bank, JICA is
contributing to achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
programs through strengthening health systems, maternal
and child health and infectious disease control. As well as
with the New Partnership for Africa’s Development
(NEPAD), JICA launched Initiative for Food and Nutrition
Security in Africa (IFNFA) at the Sixth Tokyo International
Conference on African Development in 2016. These are just a
few examples of JICA’s collaboration with international
partners. JICA has various programs and projects to obtain
these 17 goals. In fact, it is already implementing more than
200 projects around 60 countries all over the world.

But one thing that struck me the most during our visit to the
JICA office in Okinawa is a board of SDGs with a diskette of
a certain country. When you insert a diskette of a certain
country in this board of SDGs, you will see the current
situation of that country regarding these goals. But there were
available diskettes with some countries only. Fortunately,
diskette of the Kyrgyz Republic was there. After inserting
the diskette, each SDG appeared in a certain color reflecting
the situation of the country’s SDG achievements.

Green means the goal is achieved. Light green — is almost
achieved. Beige means something is being done to achieve
the goal, so it is not static. Red means that goal is not
achieved at all. Gray color — no data is available. Seeing this
make me realize that a lot of work needs to be done to
achieve all these goals and improve the situation in the
Kyrgyz Republic.

JICA has its offices in different countries all around the
world. One of them is in the country I came from - Kyrgyz
Republic. Kyrgyz Republic is a landlocked mountainous
country in Central Asia. It is also known as the heart of Asia.
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It is a homeland of great mountains, lakes and beautiful

nature. More than 80% of the country’s territory is covered
by mountains. That’s one of the reasons why occasionally,
Kyrgyz Republic is referred as the Switzerland of Central
Asia. In addition to it, there is a beautiful lake Issyk-Kul,
known as the pearl of the Kyrgyz Republic. The basis of the
Kyrgyz Republic’s economy is agriculture, hydro energy, and
mining. Besides, it also takes one of the first places in the
world in gold reserves. Breathtaking nature and monuments
of ancient culture creates an amazing opportunity for tourism
development of the country. Despite all these riches, the
Kyrgyz Republic is still one of the developing countries.
Hopefully in the near future it will be one of the most
developed countries as it has all the resources and potential.

So after a short visit to the JICA office in Okinawa, I got
curious with activities of JICA in my country. Does JICA
office in the Kyrgyz Republic also promote and work towards
SDGs achievement? If yes, what are the JICA’s main focuses,
out of these 17 goals? JICA’s primary targets in the Kyrgyz
Republic are economic development and poverty eradication.
Thus, JICA is mainly focusing on two SDGs: goal 1 (no
poverty) and goal 8 (decent work and economic growth).
JICA is aiming to help to achieve these two goals by
strengthening export competitiveness and promoting
business. To do so, two areas were selected as a priority: 1)
Agriculture and Business Promotion. 2) Development of
transport Infrastructure.

Moreover, JICA has plenty of other programs which are
constantly happening in the Kyrgyz Republic. These
programs are aimed to contribute to the socioeconomic
development and the human resources development of the
Kyrgyz Republic. One of them is “Acceptance of trainees”.
Under this program, many government officials of the Kyrgyz
Republic have wonderful opportunity to go to Japan and get
trained in different fields. After getting trained in their
respective fields, they could make a contribution to their
workplace, community, and country. The other program is
“Dispatch of volunteers”. JICA is accepting plenty of
volunteers from Japan who are actively working in different
regions of the Kyrgyz Republic. They serve the Kyrgyz
community in a variety of fields such as Japanese language,
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computer technology, physical training, music etc. There are
two categories of volunteers coming to the Kyrgyz Republic:
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers and Senior
Volunteers.

These are the results of my small research about JICA’s
activities in the Kyrgyz Republic. I believe what JICA is

doing will help my country to achieve those two SDGs goals.
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| SDG Process From Tajikistan to Okinawa
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After the Resolution adapted by the United Nation General
Assembly on 25 September 2015 called “Transforming our
world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” all UN
countries members took obligation to archive and utilizing it
to the full to transform the world for the better by 2030.

From that time, SDGs issues talks everywhere from
International Organizations to the Non Government
Organizations and from Government level to the
communities.

Fortunately as a civil servant in my country, I was a part of
that big community who are working for SDGs
nationalization and implementation. I have been directly
involved in SDGs adaptation, monitoring and evaluation
process in the Ministry of Economic development and trade
of Republic of Tajikistan.

Accordingly, in the particular article I am going to write
about activities which have been done for SDGs
nationalization in the Republic of Tajikistan in high-national
level and what is going for it implementation in the Japan-
Okinawa in the community-field level.

Tajikistan case
In the framework of initiatives promotion in the field of
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TAJIKISTAN

sustainable development, In 2015 Tajikistan officially adopted
Sustainable Development as a new political line. The
National Development Strategy for the period up to 2030
designed in the country.

The new development strategy takes into consideration the
Republic of Tajikistan’s international commitments on the
Agenda 2030 and the ultimate goal of the long-term
development of Tajikistan according to new strategic
document is to improve live standards based on sustainable
economic development.

After adapting new development strategy in the country all
programmatic and strategic documents in the country in
sectorial and regional level has to be redesign or developed
under new global (SDGs) and national (NDS 2030) goals and
targets. According to the Rapid Integrated Assessment
approximately 64 % of country strategic objectives relevant
to SDGs but more comprehensive review showed SDGs
Integration to that documents is at 78%.

New national development strategy obligate regional and
sectoral development strategies and programs to integrate the
sustainable goals.

SDGs nationalization and adaptation into the local
strategies is the first stage of sustainable goals but what is
need to be done to achieve that goals is the main question
which I will try to look through the Okinawa case.

Okinawa case

Fortunately, in the frame of SDGs study I had a tour to
Okinawa in November 6-10. During this study tour, we had
participated in a lecture on the environment conservation and
SDGs, which took place in University of the Ryukyu’s
Tropical Biosphere Research.

Newsletter vol.4 January. 2021



%7, SDG 3 — fatff & fEhk. SDG 4 - E D #H . SDG
7 - FERAMiEO 7 ) — v 22X —, SDG 8 — i X 3
WDHHAMS L L E&FE, SDG 9 - X, 4
I R=>aviAv7IAF727F %, SDG 11 - Fifii
ARt a2 2a=74, SDG 12 - EHT:H 2HE L
A, SDG 13 - %178, SDG 14 — kDo A4y, SDG
15 - Eoddr, 2L T, SDG17-=F+F—=v v 7
<7,

BIEDRERRI ., FeferToe 72 B JE B L O b R
ENTVEIEY Z7DOEDTHEIEEZRLTED,
R lee 2 FE HAR 2 iR 2 AR L 2 = o WHFEG
FHCHT LWA Y AEL—2 a vy 252 TANRET,

| mmicsrakEEE

| American military presence in Okinawa
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Despite presented topics related to SDGs process in Central
Asia Countries and Azerbaijan, for me as the SDG
implementation researcher the most important part of the
lecture was ECOCANs (Ecological Campus Student
Committee) presentation.

As I found, the main purpose of current committee is to
achieve SDGs in the field. The student community already
know how to involved society for SDGs implementation
process.

The activities direction of the Committee are campus ECO-
Tour, plogging, re-repack and bottle cap and interaction with
the other universities. Apparently, it seems a small work but
when you look through SDG to their activities it cover about
70 % sustainable goals.

Their activities connects with below 12 goals: SDGs 3 —
Good health and well-being, SDGs 4 — Quality Education,
SDGs 7 — Affordable and Clean Energy, SDGs 8 — Decent
work and Economic grows, SDGs 9 — Industry, Innovation
and Infrastructures, SDGs 11 — Sustainable Cities and
Communities, SDGs 12 — Responsible consumption and
Production, SDGs 13 — Climate Action, SDGs 14 — Life
below water, SDGs 15 — life on land and SDGs 17 —
Partnership.

Current experience shows that the Sustainable
Development Goals is one of the most discussed topic in the
world, which is strengthen my interest as a researcher in the
Sustainable Development Goals direction and gives me new
inspiration in my research work.

HhUY¥/7-4ILY R Zakaryanov llyas

The Japanese people often call Okinawa “Japanese
Hawaii”, which is not surprising, because of a favorable
climate, rich in fish and other marine life waters, corals of all
colors, turquoise ocean waters. All of these are Okinawa's
treasures that attract millions of tourists every year. However
there can be another impressive point that can be noticed in
Okinawa. It is well known that there are a number of
American military objects situated in Okinawa. Okinawa
makes up only 0.6% of Japanese territory, but 74% of US
military installations and more than half of all United States
forces in Japan are located there. Moreover the island has the
largest US air base in the Asia-Pacific region, where about
half of the 54 thousand American troops deployed in Japan
are located (The Washington Post, 2019). Although American
military forces states that its presence on the island is vitally
important not only for Japan’s defense, but also for
maintaining peace in the region, Okinawan people are quite
dissatisfied with this presence. This dissatisfaction finds
support in the words of the Prime Minister of Japan - Abe
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Shinzo, who says that Okinawa is under a burden due to the
concentration of US military bases for a long time (THE
ASAHI SHIMBUN, 2019). Moreover Okinawa's citizens
often shows their dissatisfaction by the public demonstrations
and referendums against US military force's presence on the
island. However it can be difficult to assess this presence in
terms what consequences it brings

First and most discussed is behavior of the American
soldiers on the island’s territory. The crimes of American
soldiers in Okinawa regularly become the cause of angry
protests by the Japanese against the presence on their land of
a foreign army that violates local laws and customs.
According to Kyodo News agency (2017) the US military
committed more than 5.8 thousand crimes on the islands of
Okinawa after transferring them to the sovereignty of Japan
in 1972. Furthermore 571 incidents fall under the definition
of “serious crimes”, including murders, rapes and robberies.
The most recent example, that caused a great public outcry,
was the rape and murder of a local resident by an American
marine C. Franklin in May 2016. The US military, in turn,
argues that the crime rate among their personnel is lower than
among the Okinawa population.

Second, environmentalists often identify serious issues
such as the noise of low-flying aircraft and the danger of
accidents at US bases. Moreover some of them states that the
working activity at the training ground of the US bases may
lead to the destruction of coral reefs and damage the habitat
of manatees. For example, recently two professors from
Kyoto University conducted a research that identified high
concentrations of a chemical called perfluorooctane sulfonate
(PFOS) (Denyer, 2019). The chemical was found in rivers
passing through and around the American military bases
(Kadena Air Base and the Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma).

Third, it is publicly available information that Japanese
government spend a huge amount of money for the
maintenance of the US military on its land, which may be
another reason for negative attitude to American presence on
Okinawa Island. So, under an agreement reached with the
United States under President Barack Obama, “Japan will pay
a total of 946.5 billion yen ($8.7 billion) over the five-year
period from fiscal 2016 to fiscal 2020” (Tosa&Makino, 2019).
Moreover, there are always assumptions from the American
side to rise those figures. It may be logically understood that
few people will be delighted with the expenditures of state
funds for the maintenance of foreign soldiers whose behavior
and activities are ambiguous.

However, as it was said previously, it can be difficult to
evaluate the consequences of US military presence in
Okinawa. Despite all the points mentioned in this paper, the
US-Japan alliance is one of the most important alliances in
the world and Okinawa is the linchpin to the alliance’s
security. All of this is strongly supported by historical and
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international relationships. Moreover it is interesting to notice
that recent study conducted illustrates positive shifts in terms
of Okinawans' attitude to American military forces on the
Island. So, a new study by the East-West Center in Honolulu
found that militant mood of local citizens in Okinawa is
inherent mainly for the older rather than younger residents
(Cole, 2019). To be more specific, most young respondents
expressed their positive view of U.S. personnel, saying they
are “friendly”, or “helpful.” Crime, accidents, noise,
environmental issues and traffic were base problems that
should be “fixed.” In this regard, from the prospective of this
study it may be possible to assume that there is a major
opportunity to strengthen Okinawan - US military
relationships by partnering with younger residents on a more
cooperative basis

To conclude, it can be said that such topic as “American
military presence in Okinawa” may be subject for deep
research. However, all above mentioned gives a hope on
stable and positive development of the relationships between
Okinawans and American representatives.
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During our study tour to Okinawa we visited several
locations which have a status of remarkable places from
historical, cultural and environmental perspectives. Okinawa
is notorious for its coral reefs, and significance of beautiful
coral reefs is not limited only to enriching diversity of life
below water: they are also important for the formation of
mysterious world of caves. I was amazed by unique nature of
this subtropical oceanic climate zone, especially natural
treasures of Gyokusendo Cave, one of the largest stalactites
caves in Japan impressed me a lot. The scale of this
underground city created by nature is incredible. The cave
had been formed from limestone grown on a coral reef over
300 000 years ago but was discovered only in 1974.

Gyokusendo Cave is located in the Okinawa World, a
theme park about Okinawan culture. It is the second longest
cave in Japan with a total length of three miles. Despite the
fact that only 890 meters of this long cave is open for visitors,
it was enough for me to witness a beauty of this underground
world made of stone of water. Immediately at the entrance of
the Figure 1. Stalactites and blue fountains of Gyokusendo
Cavecave we stepped on a comfortable path which led us
downwards through the gallery to the hall with stunning
stalactites and stalagmites of various size and shapes. The
biggest hall of the cave is larger in comparison to the main
pavilion of Shuri Castle. According to different estimates, the
total number of stalactites in Gyokusendo Cave is over one
million. There are about 30 types of stalactites in the cave
and some of them are huge. For example, one of the most
interesting stalactite shapes in the cave is called ‘The Bell of
the Rising Dragon’ while others may look as stone curtains.

ERFEDREE Caves in Okinawa
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A remarkable ceiling of the cave is another special part of the
cave because it seems that closely packed multi-ton stalactite
spears are about to fall down. The height of galleries and
halls coupled with numerous stalactites in the Gyokusendo
Cave created an impression of entering a “stone forest”. It is
also notable that there is an elevator in the exit from the cave,
although it is quite difficult task to maintain its operation
under conditions of high humidity around 80 per cent.

Our journey through the cave was full of other highlights
as illuminated blue fountains, small ponds and fish
swimming in it. [llumination of Gyokusendo Cave are placed
in order to enhance natural beauty of this place. In addition,
petrified remains of different ancient fish on the walls make
exploration of caves a perfect place for study tours. Moreover,
it helps to have a better understanding in the evolution of
biosphere.

There is a plenty of stalactites caves all over the world,
including caves in a mountainous corner of my home country
Turkmenistan. After visiting Gyokusendo Cave I got
interested whether caves in my country are that developed as
in Japan in terms of tourism. Thus, I did a small research
about the level of development of touristic activities in
similar caves of Turkmenistan. In general, there is dozen of
large caves in Turkmenistan. I have found that in the area of
the village of Garlyk near Koytendag mountains there are
many caves and picturesque holes that are suitable for
tourism and they meet all the requirements for safety and
accessibility. These unique caves, particularly, Gapgotan,
Gulshirin, Dashyurek, and other karst caves remain the main
resource for the tourism industry of Turkmenistan. Many
stalactites in these caves have branches and curvatures
shaped as “goose paws” - anemolites. In some rooms snow-
white gypsum forms formless piles - “icebergs”, and
sometimes resembling animals - dinosaurs, elephants, birds.
Gapgotan cave is the longest numerous karst cavities of
Koytendag, it is over 50 kilometers long what makes it one of
the longest cave systems in the world. The floor of some halls
and galleries seems to be lined with stone flowers. In the cave
there are fresh water springs and small ponds with different
inhabitants. This cave is most suitable for visiting by tourists.
Nowadays all the caves of Koytendag mountains are part of
the State Koytendag Reserve.

All these factors attract increased attention of scientists,
but at the same time, it is also a sufficient reason for
organizing international tourism here, creating a national
park, as one of the most amazing places on the planet. There
is no doubt that in future Koytendag will become available to
a huge number of people who want to see and capture the
unique beauty of the underground kingdom of crystals.
Definitely, it will be a quite challenging activities for a fragile
environment of the caves. In this sense my visit to
Gyokusendo Cave in Okinawa is priceless as I had an
opportunity to gain knowledge about implementation of

Newsletter vol.4 January. 2021

7 27 & HA H Central Asia and Japan



ey o7 HA H Central Asia and Japan

LdHHET, fk, 7V RZ Vo FEREOMEFD3EL
S THLVEW) | WREBDONLZBaL TV 57
ZRHTEZ X105 2 LIdMECD D XA, HED
I, Z AU O MESS 2 BRERIC & o TIRIER ISRk 7
WEENC 22 TL &9, COREWKT, MO EHA~DFA
DN HA T DRt v HE 2 BDGBOR O FERi I D \» T o
M2 LD, FPA 2 XY OHEHNE
TELHELME LD F L1

sustainable tourism policy in Japan and this experience could

be applicable to the case of Turkmenistan.
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Caves in Turkmenistan
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| Himeyuri Museum-Passing On a Message of Peace
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Okinawa-place where one can meet the blend of natural
beauty, cultural diversity and historical richness. It is a place
where you can visit the most beautiful beaches, learn about
the oldest history and culture of the indigenous people and
certainly taste the most delicious sea food. However, behind
this beautiful picture, there is a very sad history through
which the people of Okinawa went.

While visiting the War Memorials like the Peace Memorial
Park and the Himeyuri Museum, I understood the devastating
effects of the war on Okinawan people. The Himeyuri
Museum is solely dedicated to the school girls and their
teachers, describes the horror of war, the terrible condition
under which the girls lived. The museum conveys a very
significant message to further generations. Himeyuri
Museum is a worth visiting place to understand the brutality
of war and the price of peace.

A Short History of Himeyuri Students and Battle of
Okinawa.

Himeyuri Students (in English called Lily Princess Student
Corps) was a group of 222 students of High School and their
teachers mobilized to form a nursing unit for the Imperial
Japanese Army during the Battle of Okinawa. During the
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three months of the Battle, the high school girls were
performing difficult surgeries and various other different
tasks under horrible conditions. Unfortunately, by the end of
the battle 80% of the high school students and their teachers
died. According to the information provided in the museum,
only 1 teacher and 7 students survived this brutal battle.

After the peace resettlement, Himeyuri Monument was
built in 6th April 1947, dedicated to the high school students
and their teachers who perished in the battle. Across the
territory where the cave is located, there is a museum and a
beautiful garden of commemorate.

Entering the museum, I had both feeling of excitement and
compassion at the same time. I was delighted that the
Himeyuri alumni were able to build the museum allowing
our generation to understand the brutality of war and the
price of peace. While going through the exhibition chambers
of the museum, I felt deep sorrow for the lives of the young
girls and the horrible experience they met. I found every
chamber of the museum very much informative. Especially,
the original medical instruments, clothes of the young ladies,
books and many other items presented in the museum create
the atmosphere of liveliness allowing us, the visitors to
understand the cruelty the Himeyuri students and their
teachers experienced.

The museum is very much well-constructed, divided into
six chambers, each having a lot of information and message
to convey. The fourth exhibition chamber especially grabbed
my attention. The room is totally devoted to the students and
teachers who died in the war. The portraits on the wall along
with the information about them memorializes their lives and
existence. Apart from the portraits of the victims, there are
some quotations from those who survived and the last word
of those who perished. Furthermore, the passage to peace
exhibition chamber was very unique since it provides a space
for the young generation to have their contribution into the
promotion of peace.

Making memories

Referring to Tajikistan, one can claim that my home
country and older generation faced the brutality of war twice.
During the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945, over 1,250,000
residents of the Soviet Tajikistan fought for the defeat of
Nazism. Unfortunately, after the independence from Soviet
Union, Tajikistan faced a harsh civil war which had an
adverse effect on the social, economic and political life of my
country. Similar to Okinawa, older generation have
experienced and witnessed the atrocities of war and
understand the significance of peace. Tajikistan annually
celebrates the Victory Day on 9th of May. The victory day is
celebrated with the slogan of “Nobody is forgotten, nothing is
forgotten” conveying to the younger generation the important
message of peace appreciation. National Museums across
Tajikistan are holding exhibitions telling the deed of Tajik
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soldiers during the World War II to the younger generation.
Also all of the national museums in Tajikistan keep the
record of all of the soldiers memorializing their existence.

27th June, 1997, is one of the most memorable day in the
history of the independent Tajikistan. The peace accord
signed ending up the atrocities of war. Thus, peace is very
much appreciated in my home country.

To sum up, the Himeyuri Museum in Okinawa is an
excellent manifestation of brutality of war, devastation in the
face of innocent people and the mass destruction. At the same
time, it is a life lesson, even though very sorrowful, teaching
us the younger generation to appreciate peace and take steps
to make this world a safer and peaceful place.

X
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Values preserved across nations: Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art Museum
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Being born and raised in landlocked country as
Kazakhstan in the middle of the wide steppe with continental
climate, the trip to Okinawa Island is a contrasting and
impressive experience. As a part of the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia fellows’ study tour, our destination was Naha
city on the mainland of Okinawa Prefecture. The long and
rich history of the prefecture, earlier known as Ryukyu
Kingdom, is reflected in the city’s memorial parks, museums
and architecture. One of such objects in the city is Okinawa
Prefectural Museum and Art Museum.

The museums’ architecture attracts attention already from
the first glance, which is designed in the image of gusuku (7
A7), a historical Okinawan castle. The white color stone
castle immediately makes one curious about its architecture
that takes its roots long ago in the region’s history. The
building consists of Okinawan Prefectural Museum and Art
Museum, which were opened based on Higashi Onna
Museum, founded in 1946.

Right from the entrance to the building, one can sense its
welcoming atmosphere. A small guidance booklet in
Japanese, English, Chinese, Korean, and Spanish languages
are available along with audio guide equipment free for
visitors. The next one sees entering the castle is a big hall
with futuristic columns reminding uniqueness of the place
that preserves information about history, culture, traditions,
art and nature of the Okinawa Prefecture in various forms,
shapes and textures.

Coming from contrasting cultural background, one may
assume that there might not be similarities among nations,
but for many centuries having different cultures and life
conditions, people around the world continue to care about
same values and express similar concerns. Okinawan people,
as many nations around the globe, value their cultural
heritage, pay tribute to their history and remember braveness
and hard work of people, who contributed to peace and
harmony on the islands. All these are illustrated in the
museum’s exhibition that consist of approximately 94,000
objects (as of 2017).

The entrance to the general exhibition of the museum also
surprises its visitors with glass floor with coral reefs under
their feet, which creates a feeling of walking in ocean
preparing one to an unusual journey to the Okinawa Islands’
life. The next interactive exhibit in the middle of the central
room of the museum features creation of the Ryukyu
Archipelago. By pressing the button, one can see changes of
the region’s landscape and even hear the sound of typhoon
coming to the islands.

The museum’s permanent exhibition consists of seven
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thematic ones. Each of the exhibitions are dedicated to a
certain period of Okinawa Islands starting from ancient times
of the 18,000-year old Minatogawa Man. It illustrates that
time’s fossils, shell mounds, animals and birds. The next
exhibition is dedicated to Gusuku Era, when powerful rulers
appeared on the Okinawa Islands scene raising Ryukyu
Kingdom. “A Prosperous Kingdom” exhibition draws
attention to the flourishing of the kingdom as a leading East
Asian trading nation. The next two thematic exhibitions
further illustrate establishment of modern Ryukyu culture
under Japan’s Tokugawa regime and crisis period before
entering to modern Okinawa era.

Particular attention is given to the “Postwar Okinawa”
exhibition during which the governmental authority on the
islands was taken by the United States for 27 years. The
expansion of American military bases in the region left its
footprint in the history and development of Okinawa Islands.
Japan regained its authority on the islands in 1972, although
some parts of the islands remain under the American
authority.

There are five sub-exhibitions located around the general
exhibition room that help visitors to know Okinawan Islands
more deeply. Those include exhibitions on natural history,
archeology, arts and crafts, history and folk customs. The
folk customs sub-exhibitions particularly attracted my
attention as it illustrates Okinawan people’s traditions and
lifestyle including fishing, farming, spiritual and cultural
rituals and arts. I was even able to listen to recording of
singing and playing sanshin (=), an Okinawan string
musical instrument that at first reminded me of Kazakh string
instrument dombyra. Although both instruments have their
own peculiarities in terms of sound and materials they are
made from, it is striking how music can be a common
language for people that one don’t have to learn to
understand.

The other no less fascinating exhibitions are in the Art
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| Okinawa — Home of Sustainable Island Tourism
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Museum collection that consists of approximately 3,700
pieces of contemporary artworks including videos,
photography, sculptures, paintings, drawings and prints that
were nurtured by Okinawan culture in different periods. The
artworks reflect social and political realities of the times and
draw attention to vital issues, cultural changes and Okinawan
people’s values and perceptions.

Having seen the Okinawan Museum and Art Museum, one
will get acquainted with rich culture, nature and values of the
Okinawan people and cannot stay indifferent to it. The value
of knowing new cultures and language more strengthened in
my worldview after this interaction.

7YX J7-kv7 Aliyeva Tubu

Whether you are a water person or not, Japanese prefecture
Okinawa deserves a visit. Okinawa consists of more than 100
islands in the Pacific Ocean out of which 47 are inhabited.
Main transportation junction of the prefecture is in Naha City
— an island city with high buildings and a lot of amusement.
When you are in Naha, you hardly notice that you are in a
small island, unless you are passing by one of the
distinguishing fish markets. However, city life is not the
motive behind visiting Okinawa, the astounding beaches are,
and we are not even talking its remarkable history in this
article.

There are tens of public and private beaches surrounding
the main island, and even more in the neighboring islands
such as Kerama Islands — group of small islands situated in
the southmost part of the main island. According to the
statistics', Okinawa only fell shortly behind of Hawaii in 2018
regarding the number of tourists, still showing a record-
breaking increase for its history (Number of tourists:
Okinawa — 9,842,400/ Hawaii - 9,954,548).

The history shows that while increasing number of tourists
is generally a good indicator for overall economy, it might
end up in the degradation of environment and natural
resources unless it is directed towards sustainability.
Okinawa suffers from air and beach pollution as the rest of
the World. While, based on the statistics’, the level of
pollution is low to moderate, the direction of pollution is not
reversed. Pollution shows its effects on the natural
environment and damages the indigenous living beings of
Okinawa by putting in them in danger of extinction’.

Development of ecotourism is one of the mostly referred
ways of protecting the biodiversity of a visited place by
improving its ecological and economic conditions at the same
time*. So, what is ecotourism precisely? Different from
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Tokashiki Island, the largest of the Kerama Islands

standardized understanding of tourism, ecotourism is based
on exploration of the landscape, flora and fauna of a
particular place. Ecotourism activities ranges from
informative visits to natural areas, to cultural activities. Most
governments merge ecotourism into their development
strategies as it helps them in two essential levels: First, it is
one of the fastest growing industries which comprises more
than 10% person of the government budget in most of the
developing countries; Second, states are likely to adopt
ecotourism strategies as it implies sustainable development
and environmental protection, which are the essential issues
of 21st century’.

Officials of Okinawa have never been indifferent towards
the development of sustainable tourism and they realized the
importance. For example, in 2012, Okinawa Prefectural
Government has released a 10-year plan for its tourism
development as it is the main economic driver of the island.
According to this plan, 6 main issues were addressed, and
they included environmental problems and sustainability of
tourism as well. The key factors driving tourists to Okinawa
were identified as its sea, forests and biodiversity, which
emphasized the strong preservation of these three factors.
There are still 2 more fiscal years ahead until the end of this
plan to see assess its impacts. However, we can already the
see the actions taken by the government and citizens. For
example, eco-tours are one of the basic offers of tourism
agencies around Okinawa. With the help of ecotours tourists
visit the scenic, historical places of the Okinawa while
learning about those places without damaging the
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SE R (References) :

environment. One of the instances of ecotours applicable to
beach visits, is visiting the beach with swimming and
sunbathing purpose, but without contributing to the pollution
by throwing away trash and engaging in destructive actions.

When I was in Ryukyu University in Okinawa, I had a
chance to meet up with a student group who were organizing
events and activities to promote sustainability in the island.
Whether if it is beach clean-ups, or environmentally
responsible games which are designed in a way that preserves
the environments, or awareness seminars, they were very
enthusiastic and hopeful about their initiatives. Nevertheless,
regardless of the emergency calls of the environment, low
level of public participation and unity remains one of the
main problems and unfortunately, it was no different for these
students as they were having difficulty bringing people
together as well. Current situations show than warning
signals are more real than ever, and we must unite and take
necessary actions to protect the Earth while there is still some
hope left. If only all people travelled responsibly, without
leaving a damage behind, the World could have been a better
place for the future generations.

1 http://www.japanupdate.com/2019/02/okinawa-has-record-number-of-tourists-in-2018-but-still-behind-hawaii/

2 https:/www.numbeo.com/pollution/in/Okinawa

3 https://okinawanaturephotography.com/category/animals-of-okinawa-2/

4 Bookbinder et al., Ecotourism's Support of Biodiversity Conservation, Conservation Biology, Vol. 12, No. 6 (Dec., 1998), pp.

1399-1404

5 Das S., Sustainable Development and the Indian State, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 46, No. 37 (SEPTEMBER 10-16,

2011), pp. 60-67

2019 FEEHRBESRIPRIA—-S5V T EHRDKRE FEEH S
A series of lectures “The Future of Central Asia and Japan”in 2019
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Language and Society of Russian speaking

countries - focus on Belarus

IR 8 K (SPSERIMEE PDIEEAS)
[(E#E 201949813 H(£)
REKRE PREEBEESE

201949 H I3 H (&), Hfgas Thki—7 >
TEHARDHKK, o—BRE LT, ILEBERERAT T -

Dr. Kiyosawa Shiori (JSPS Research fellow, PD,
Hokkaido University)

Friday, September 13, 2019

Central library, conference room

On September 13, 2019, as part of a series of lectures called

b}

“The future of Central Asia and Japan ”, Dr. Kiyosawa
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'The Advantages of Highly Skilled Foreign Human

Resources to Companies
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Shiori, JSPS Research Fellow (PD) of Slavic-Eurasian
Research Center of Hokkaido University, who specializes in
language policy of East Slavic countries, was invited to the
University of Tsukuba with the lecture called “Language and
Society of Russian speaking Countries - focus on Belarus”.
The theme of the lecture was about the use and mixing of two
closely related languages - Belarusian and Russian in Belarus
and the complex situation of the divergence between the
language that Belarusians recognize as their “mother tongue”
and the language they actually use. An interesting example is
the translation of Murakami Haruki’s work into Russian
when the Russian translator used a Belarusian-Russian mixed
speech in an attempt to convey the Kansai dialect which drew
criticism from Belarusian because these two languages, with
extremely similar structure, are perceived one as a “standard
language” and the other as its “dialect”, which creates some
tension. This interesting example was presented in an easy-
to-understand manner to the Japanese, and more than 20

attendees were listening with great interest.
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Mr. Kono Takahiro (JETRO)
Friday, September 20, 2019
[ Venue ]J. F. Oberlin University, Shinjuku campus

On 20 September 2019, at the 4th lecture in a series of “The
future of Central Asia and Japan”, Kono Takahiro of the
International Business Human Resources Division of The
Japan External Trade Organization(JETRO) gave a talk titled
“The Advantages of Highly Skilled Foreign Human
Resources to Companies”. Mr. Kono, who is well versed in
the field of overseas expansion support for small and
medium-size enterprise, gave a presentation based on rich
data and examples of the current state of legislation in Japan
regarding the use of foreign human resources and issues in
Japanese communication that occur after hiring. The lecture
was held at the Shinjuku campus of J. F. Oberlin University,
which is located in the heart of the city, and a large audience

gathered to listen intently to Mr. Kono’s lecture.
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Japan’s tourism policy education and local
government’s multicultural symbiosis vision

Wl FIE B8R (BEAE)
(FE®EE 12019410 24 H(K)
HWRKT PREUEEEIE

2019410 H24 H (OK), M TR —5 7
EHARDAKN) AREEHS L L TRIERY OB TbH %
BEEER A B O WIRE R E 2RI RAICBHE L,
THARDOBICBORHE L7 G0 % 3ty a
Vi LW BETITHEE L TR EELE, HAS
HBORARORETH H 21RO BERIX, iE=
o L RAE B O HHl 2 5 L7, HADOBDGHRE

DZEVE, BUR EMERICBET 2 bDTL &, TBDEIEB
Bceh b L)t EHEEFTHEABEE
Z B0 TSI fLA T & RS R E A BDER 1K
272 b DD, HIGR & DEENS TIEREE 2> Tw
2LV EEBRELL TSI VWELL, BOLKET
WEBHAE IO 2 AN Tw32, SHEANEEE DD
DOBEE /D H L 72030 2 ICHe RO ¥ £ 70 W EE(LAS
HEATLESLE W) A==y = X ARTEDEEE L
Tw3 EEERIE SN, HRD I 6 OBILERICD
WTEZIEONIHETL 7,

E$®Mﬁﬁ%®§é%ﬁ?”é

ZEECIGADEDKYISLELE

'The importance and difficulty of communicating in
multiple languages to find the goodness of the local

communities in Japan
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[Lecturer] Professor Yamakawa Kazuhiko (Reitaku Unlver5|ty)
October 24, 2019, Thursday

University of Tsukuba Central Library
Conference Room

On October 24, 2019, Thursday, we invited Prof.
Yamakawa Kazuhiko from Reitaku University, who is also
University of Tsukuba graduate, to University of Tsukuba to
give a lecture titled “Japan’s Tourism policy education and
local government’s multicultural symbiosis vision” as the
fifth “Central Eurasia and Japan’s future” public lecture.

The lecture by Prof. Yamakawa, who is also the chairman
of the Japanese Association for Language Policy, was
regarding to the current situation and problems in tourism in
Japan, based on the case of Niseko in Hokkaido and Ishigaki
Island in Okinawa. Prof. Yamakawa, who stated “Tourism is
‘a field” , also pointed out that although the number of
tourists from other countries has significantly increased, the
barrier between tourists and local people has come to be a
new problem. While it tends to focus on language education
in the tourism education, we understood Japanese society has
faced the Overtourism problem which is the result that the
local people do not prefer the internationalization promoted
by creating the environment for tourists from other countries.
It was a lecture that let us think about the future of the
tourism policy in Japan.

Mr. Aoki Yu (President, MATCHA Inc.)
November 15, 2019, Friday

University of Tsukuba Administration
Center 5F Main Conference Room

As “Central Eurasia and Japan’s future” public lecture, we
invited Mr. Aoki Yu, president of MATCHA Inc., to talk
about “the importance and difficulty of communicating in the
multiple languages to find the goodness of the local
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'The future of public signs and its research in

Japanese society
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communities in Japan” on November 15, 2019, Friday. Mr.
Aoki went around the world with his backpack, taking a
year’s leave of absence in college, and then launch a company
after his graduation. He runs the company with the belief that
no matter how good the culture is, there must be someone
who can offer it properly. He is aiming to make MATCHA
the most popular Japanese tourism media in the world by
visiting the local places and finding characteristics of them as
deep as possible, and translating it in ten languages including
Yasashii Nihongo (Plain Japanese). He explained the reason
why he launched MATCHA and what his business is. The
lecture by Mr. Aoki who wants to do what he wants to do,
what he can do and what meets the needs of the times was
convincing. It was a lecture not only that we can feel his
passion from his vision that “Tourism is to see the light of the
country, and I would like to transmit information how Japan
is unique and charming”, but also that was very interactive as
the audience had opportunities to join the discussion with
him.

Prof. Honda Hiroyuki

(Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology)
December 20, 2019, Friday
[ Venue ]J.F. Oberlin University, Shinjuku Campus

On December 20, 2019, Friday, Prof. Honda Hiroyuki who
is a professor of Japan Advanced Institute of Science and
Technology gave a lecture “The future of Public signs and its
research in Japanese society “. In his view, providing the
Public signs is necessary for foreign people to move more
freely as the number of not only foreign tourists but also
foreign residences has been increased in Japan. He also
explained that the importance of pictogram utilization for
those who do not understand Japanese, the limitations that we
cannot deal with it in four standard languages, Japanese,
English, Chinese and Korean, any longer and the limitations
of multilingual sign. It was pointed out that there are more
useless public signs in Japan, comparing with Europe and that
a half of foreign people cannot read the alphabets that are
used for the notation of proper noun in Japanese. He also
suggested the use of the pictogram for the notation of the
restroom, instead of the characters, the use of a Kana notation
with a supplementary alphabet notation for the place and
facility names. We could take a lot away from this lecture.
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Industry 4.0, University 4.0, Faculty 4.0, Students

4.0: University education to raise a leader in the
upheaval society in the fourth industrial revolution
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Prof. Tohsaku Yasu-Hiko

(University of California, San Diego)

Friday, February 7, 2020

University of Tsukuba Central Library Central
Conference Room

On February 7, 2020, Friday, Prof. Tohsaku Yasu-Hiko,
who is a professor of the University of California, San Diego,
gave a lecture titled “Industry 4.0, University 4.0, Faculty 4.0,
Students 4.0: University Education to Raise a Leader in the
Upheaval Society in the Fourth Industrial Revolution”. In this
lecture, we learned what we need to live in Japan and the
world in the coming ages. In the former part, he talked how
the world would change, and in the latter part, he talked the
problems of current Japanese education and how to improve
them. We found that Prof. Tosaku teaching in the United
States, was a very person who had a perspective to
objectively observe the problems of the education in Japan
from the outside.

In the world that is said that many of the jobs would be
replaced by machines in a few decades, he taught about that
we need to grow Emotional IQ and ten abilities called
VUCAworld to survive in this unexpectable world. It was a
lecture that raised an alarm about the future of Japan that
faced the necessities to raise the developing part such as
recognizing creativity and diversity with education.
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Guest Lectures by Kazakh National University Scholars: “The Presentation of the Faculty
of Philosophy and Political Science”, “The Role of Symbols in the Modernization of
Public Consciousness”, “The Image of a Modern Kazakh Woman: Culture, Traditions and

Social Status”
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Prof. Massalimova Aliya, Ms. Baskynbayeva
Nazym (Al-Farabi Kazakh National University)

Tuesday, February 18, 2020
Central library, conference room

On February 18, 2020, two scholars from Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University delivered lectures in the Central Library
of the University of Tsukuba.

First, Dr. Massalimova Aliya gave a presentation on the
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Faculty of Philosophy and Political Science of Al-Farabi
Kazakh National University. The faculty traces its history to
the creation of the Department of Psychology and Logic in
1947. Presently, there are 6 big departments, 1691 students
and 40 foreign students. The faculty offers various programs,
including double degree programs with leading foreign
universities. Dr. Massalimova expressed the hope to create a
new educational program together with the University of
Tsukuba.

Next, Dr. Massalimova presented a joint research project,
“The Role of Symbols in the Modernization of Public
Consciousness”. The project is focused on the current culture
of Kazakhstan. In the context of globalization, the question of
transformation and reinterpretation of values arises, and
Kazakh people are forced to adapt to the new circumstances.
The aim of the project is to find out in which ways they are
transforming their identity and which values they ought to
keep. One of the questions is which symbols can become the
basis of spiritual and cultural integration.

The presentation of the research project on symbols was
continued with Ms. Baskynbayeva Nazym’s lecture,
“Symbolical Phenomena in the Process of Modernization”.
Ms. Baskynbayeva, who is a PhD student at Kazakh National
University, introduced one of the symbols of Kazakh people —
the national ornaments — and explained how they can be used
in modern life when making or decorating various objects.
Clothes, furniture, logos, souvenirs, jewelry, tableware,
pastries — all of these can be created using national
ornaments. The ornaments can also be found in architecture,
floristics, and numismatics. They are also present in the
design of the National Flag and the National Emblem of
Kazakhstan, and on coats of arms of various Kazakh cities.

In her next presentation, “The Image of a Modern Kazakh
Woman: Culture, Traditions and Social Status”, Ms.
Baskynbayeva explained how the role of Kazakh women has
transformed over the course of history: starting before the
revolution of 1917, throughout the Soviet era and to the period
of independence. She pointed out three types of female image
in modern Kazakhstan: the traditional woman, the “Western”
woman (further subdivided into a self-made woman and a
“Barbie doll”) and the Islamic woman. Traditional women are
mostly those who live in patriarchal families in the
countryside. They wear modest traditional clothing and are
either housewives or employed in traditionally female jobs:
teachers, medical workers or cashiers. The “Western” women
can be found in urban areas and democratic families, or in the
Millennial age group. The Western self-made women are
educated, often multilingual, financially independent,
ambitious, and always in shape. The Western “Barbie dolls”
are mostly concerned with their appearance and actively use
social networking. The Islamic women are found in religious
families and among the graduates of Arab universities. They
wear hijabs, burqas or abayas, are limited in their
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“Scientific Integration Between Universities of
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Kazakhstan and Japan”, “Archaeology of the Great

Steppes”
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occupational choice and social interactions, and are
completely dependent on their husbands. What unites all
these women is their respect for family values and Kazakh
traditions, and their heavy use of social networking and news
websites. Ms. Baskynbayeva hopes to find more common
characteristics between them with the aim of preserving the

national identity of modern Kazakh women.

U

Prof. Sadykov Tlegen, Prof. Umitkaliv Ulan
(L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University)

Tuesday, February 25, 2020

Central library, conference room

On February 25, a delegation from L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian
National University (ENU) delivered lectures at the Central
Library of the University of Tsukuba.

The Dean of the Faculty of History (ENU), Professor
Sadykov Tlegen gave a talk on international university
cooperation strategies employed in Kazakh universities using
the example of Eurasian National University. Professor
Sadykov noted that establishing and strengthening
cooperation with Japanese universities is one of the main
priorities for ENU. In fact, the university conducts regular
student exchanges with the University of Tsukuba.

As such, one of the most prominent events in 2019 was the
arrival of the first President of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
N. Nazarbayev, to Japan, where he was awarded the title of
Honorary Doctor at the University of Tsukuba. The ceremony
was attended by ENU students, who were pursuing their
education at the University of Tsukuba. Many Japanese
professors also visited ENU to deliver lectures on a variety of
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different subjects. Professor Sadykov expressed hope to
establish a similar cooperation scheme with the faculty of the
University of Tsukuba.

Professor Sadykov was followed by the Head of the
Department of Archeology and Ethnology (ENU), Professor
Umitkaliev Ulan, who shared his report titled “Archeology of
the Great Steppe”. He spoke about Kazakhstan’s ancient
history and discussed various findings of several expeditions
carried out on the territory of modern Kazakhstan, including
those conducted by him. Professor Umitkaliev noted that the
history of Kazakhstan is closely associated with metallurgy
and horse breeding. Historical evidence shows that the local
population has already bred horses in the Eneolithic era. The
audience learned that the Bronze Age in the region was
characterized by open-pit copper and tin mining, and the late
Bronze Age marked the beginning of fuel production. The
early Iron Age was characterized by wars over land and
livestock, later followed by the Hunno-Sarmatian period and
the Turkic period.

Professor Umitkaliev showed many photographs of various
archaeological finds. One of the most important ones for the
history of Kazakhstan is the so-called “golden man”. These
are the remains of an ancient warrior of the Saka tribe
wearing rich vestments. As of now, 8 such “golden people”
have been found. Miniature gold jewelry also represents an
interesting find since manufacturing those would require very
advanced technologies. Another curious find is 13 perfectly
preserved bodies of sacrificial horses in the Berel kurgans.
All horses were red, which symbolized the sun and fire. It
was believed that a red horse can take a person’s spirit to
another world. This serves as evidence that ancient people
believed in the continuation of life after death. Another
mystery is human remains with traces of craniotomy. It is
unknown whether it was performed during life or after death.
Professor Umitkaliev brought some of the remains he found
during his expeditions to University of Tsukuba to be
examined in a local laboratory.

After the guest speakers finished their talks, it was time for
questions from the audience: about the mentioned remains,
the Kazakh traditional drink “kumis”, the credit counting
system in Kazakh universities.

As the final part of the visit, Professor Sadykov invited
Japanese academics and students to come to ENU and study
the history of Kazakhstan. He kindly presented souvenirs
with the logo of ENU and Kazakh national symbols,
expressing his hope for the cooperation between Kazakh and
Japanese universities to continue in the future. Professor
Toshinobu Usuyama of the University of Tsukuba thanked
the invited guest speakers for the interesting lectures they had
delivered and shared the expressed sentiment regarding the
continuation of fruitful cooperation between ENU and
University of Tsukuba.
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About "Chakka", the drained yogurt in Uzbekistan
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Sono Fumoto (Humanities and Social Sciences, Resercher)

In recent years, we happen to see drained yogurts
(Greek yogurts) at convenience stores and
supermarkets in Japan. This drained yogurt called
Chakka (Suzma) in Uzbekistan is essential food for
daily meals.

In the village of Uzbekistan, each family tends to
have its own cows. The milk that is milked every
morning and evening is drunk straight and processed
into whipped cream, butter and yogurt (Photo (1)). As
far as | know, yogurt called Qatiq and Chakka were
often made at home in the village. Adding the Qatiq
made the previous day to the boiled fresh milk, the
fermentation proceeds and the Qatiq is completed.
Put the Qatiq in the cloth bag, hang it, and drain
water (Photo (2)). After water is drained completely,
move it to the basin, mix it adding salt and Chakka is
completed. It keeps for longer time than Qatig. What
is interesting is that there are various ways to eat this.

(1) Using the Chakka as it is. Put Chakka on salad,
put it in a soup, use it to garnish a main dish, and

have it with bread (Photo (3)). Chakka is rich with

FEQ:40ULIENILTEB. BV IE
PRITIANOLKMEDERLMEBTH2,
Photo (1): The milking of cows is
always done every morning and
evening. It is an important role of the
women in the village.
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Photo (2): Watering down the Qatiq water (The whey).
Whey 1s used for the cattles” bait.
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acidity and salt. It may be difficult to imagine its taste
as we merely have the combination of side dishes
and yogurt in Japanese food; however, once trying it,
we can see that Chakka with sours is in harmony with
oil-rich Uzbek dishes.

(2) Watering down Chakka. If you dilute the Chakka
with water, you will get a drink called "Ayron".
Chalob is a comfort drink of the people in
Uzbekistan. In summer, its stands appear on the side
of the road. It is a tradition in summer for them to
drink it poured in a bowl energetically. It is said that it
is good to drink in the hot summer because it cools
the body. During the summer, my lunch served at
which | stayed was Chalob almost every day. | ate (or
drank) with adding chopped up cucumbers or
tomatoes to it (Photo (4)). |, who was not accustomed
to salty yogurt, felt resistance to Chalob at first, but
soon | got used to it. This is because when | drank it
on a hot day, the heat stuck in the body slipped out
and refreshed as everyone told.

(3) Making cheese from Chakka. If you add salt to
Chakka and make it round and dry, you can have
dried cheese called Kurt (Cover Photo). Kurt is a
popular food as we can buy it anywhere from
roadside stands to supermarkets in Uzbekistan.
Sometimes, we can see a person who casually puts
Kurt out of his pocket and nibbles it away. It is a very
convenient portable food because it is very
nutritious, small and dry.

By the way, a raw milk collecting truck recently
came to come from the dairy product factory to buy
the raw milk milked at each home in the village where
| stayed. Ten years ago when | was doing a homestay,
selling raw milk was not common in the village. The
raw milk seems to be becoming for sale in the last ten
years. According to my acquaintances who work in
dairy products factories, the number of small dairy

products factories has been increasing, and each of
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Photo (3): A dish called Jiz which is the sheep meat stew.
A small dish beside it has Chakka and a green chili.
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them buys raw milk in villages. Therefore, they are in
a situation in which it is necessary to expand the
range of the purchase to the village where other
factories are not going.

In the future, if it comes to more common to sell
raw milk, the necessities to process and store raw
milk at home would decrease. This would reduce the
opportunities to make Chakka and Kurt at home;
however, Chakka keeps for long time and has rich
nutrition. Therefore, it may not happen that the
importance of them would decrease in the diet and
the various ways to eat such as Chalob and Kurt
would decline. In the future, how do the situation of
the dairy products in the village change? Will a day
come that ready-made Chakka would serve at the
dinner tables in the village, or has the dairy making at
home been maintained? | would like to continue

observing with my interests.

BEG@: X2V )REKE AN/ Fruv/, BE GHBEXE
Photo (4): Chalob with cucumber and spice.
Photo Credit: Ishimura Ikumi
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