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Greetings, | am Kato Mitsuyasu, Vice-President
(Education) and Executive Director of the University of
Tsukuba.

In 2014, the University of Tsukuba was selected by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT) for the “Project for Strengthening the
Global Development Capabilities of Universities” to
fundamentally strengthen the university’s international
network and interactive international student exchange. We
have been implementing the “Multilingual Human Resource
Development Program for Russian-speaking Countries” for
five years until 2019. The University of Tsukuba’s “The
Nippon Foundation Central Asia-Japan Human Resource
Development Project” (hereinafter referred to as the NipCA
Project) is a new global initiative that has inherited and
developed upon the results and know-how of the program’s
activities, including exchange programs (dispatch and
acceptance) and overseas training. This year marks the third
year of its operation, and the NipCA project had to have made
significant changes to its business plan due to the ongoing
global pandemic. Specifically, the project has completely
switched from on-site activities to online activities. Online
activities such as the public lecture series titled “The Future
of Central Eurasia and Japan,” lectures for new students, film
screenings, and study abroad debriefings were more
successful than expected, and we were very happy to see an
increase in the number of participants compared to when we
were conducting on-site activities. I feel that this is due to the
enthusiasm and dedication of the project staff.

The core of the NipCA project is the scholarship program.
Every year, we offer 10 scholarships (NipCA Fellows) to
outstanding students from six countries: Kazakhstan,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Azerbaijan. The scholarship covers the cost of admission,
tuition, living expenses, etc., and allows students to study in
the Master’s Program (International Public Policy, Public
Health) at the University of Tsukuba under favorable
conditions comparable to those offered to government-
sponsored students by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT).

The first six NipCA Fellows conducted research surveys,
collected data and worked on their master’s thesis on an
online basis, even though their research and study activities
were greatly restricted due to the global pandemic. This
March, five fellows successfully completed their degrees (one
of the six fellows had to extend her studies for six months due
to illness and successfully completed her degree in
September). Their research is expected to contribute to the
achievement of the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) in
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Central Asia. I hope that the knowledge they have acquired
through their studies at our university and their awareness of
issues related to solving and improving social issues, which
they have deepened through their own research activities,
will be put to good use in their home countries upon their
return.

As of now, the pandemic persists, and the second cohort of
NipCA Fellows are still unable to come to Japan and are
currently taking online classes from their home countries.
Despite this situation, with the strong support from the
faculty and staff, the students are working on their own
research themes in their home countries while looking
forward to the opportunity to come to Japan. Meanwhile, the
vaccination roll-out is gradually progressing, and it is
expected that vaccinations will probably be completed by the
end of this year for people in their 20s and 30s. The difficulty
of human interaction will continue for a while, but it won’t be
long before regular life resumes, albeit with some limitations.
The society has already entered the so-called era of With
Corona, After Corona life. While continuing to actively
engage in activities that take advantage of online platforms, I
hope that the NipCA project will develop a global
development project that successfully incorporates on-site
activities in the future.

Since 2000, our university has focused on promoting
educational exchanges with Central Asian countries and the
countries of the former Soviet Union in general, including
Azerbaijan. | also hope that Central Eurasian Studies will
develop through this project. I hope that the first class of
NipCA Fellows who have completed their studies, and the
second and third cohorts who will follow, will confront social
issues in Central Asian countries and grow into leaders of
social change. I also hope that they will play an active role in
building bridges between Japan and Central Asia.

Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude to the Nippon
Foundation for helping the NipCA project in carrying out the
activities and steadily producing tangible results. I would like
to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to
Mr. Sasakawa Yohei, Chairman of the Nippon Foundation. I
would also like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Executive
Director Mori Yuji, Director of the International Operations
Department Arikawa Takashi, and Numata Masako of the
International Operations Department for their ongoing
support of this project.

Newsletter vol.5 October. 2021

7 27 & HA H Central Asia and Japan



ey o7 HA H Central Asia and Japan

(International Affairs)

FFED BIEE (EREH) H LD THRE

Greetings from Kuwahara Tatsuya, Deputy Director
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Hello, everyone. My name is Kuwahara Tatsuya, and I
joined the University of Tsukuba in April this year from Kobe
University as Deputy Director for International Affairs. |
look forward to working with you.

During my first six months at the University of Tsukuba, I
have participated in the public lecture series titled “The
Future of Central Eurasia and Japan” organized by the
Nippon Foundation Central Asia — Japan Human Resource
Development Project (NipCA Project). The lecture presented
detailed realities and discussions of manufacturing in Bhutan,
development issues in the countries of the Pacific Island, and
the example of town planning in Niseko, Hokkaido from the
perspective of contributing to the achievement of the SDGs,
especially regarding how international development should be
carried out. The seminar also gave us hints on how to think
about the serious problems that humanity is currently facing,
such as inequality. These seminars taught me that the
phenomenon of (international) development should not be
viewed as a dichotomy between those who give (support) and
those who receive (supported), but that it is important for both
givers and recipients to look in the same direction, to think
together, and to proceed working on projects (collaborative
projects). The seminar highlighted the importance of
flexibility and support of the people living in the area.

Regarding the University of Tsukuba’s international
strategy, as a result of steady educational and academic
exchange with the Central Asian countries of the former
Soviet Union since 2000, we have established a unique
international exchange base (as of 2021, we have concluded
inter-university exchange agreements with 19 universities in
the five Central Asian countries alone). We are the only
university in Japan with overseas offices in Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan. In cooperation with the Oguz Khan University
of Technology in Turkmenistan, we are promoting a human
resource development program through undergraduate
engineering education and Japanese language education. The
University of Tsukuba is also the only university in Japan that
offers a special program in Japanese and Eurasian Studies
(SPJES), a master’s degree program in English. Although
SPJES is an English-language program, we also provide
opportunities for NipCA Fellows to learn about Japan. Some
Fellows also show interest and actively participate in the
Japanese language courses offered by the Center for Global
Communication Education. We hope that by learning the
Japanese language, they will be exposed to Japanese society
and culture, and will have opportunities and possibilities to
deepen their understanding of the country. Hence, I believe it
is important to further utilize the strengths of education and
research that our university has cultivated through exchange
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initiatives with the countries of Central Asia.

At present, the second cohort of students who were
admitted to the program last October has not been able to
come to Japan due to the on-going global pandemic. The third
cohort of students who will be enrolled this October are also
unable to come to Japan yet. Vaccination against the new
coronavirus and the spread of therapeutic drugs are gradually
progressing not only in Japan but also in other parts of the
world, including Central Asian countries. I can only hope that
the second and third cohorts will be able to come to Japan in
the spring of 2022.

Considering this, I would like to do whatever I can in my
current position to contribute to the development of
educational and academic exchange between the University
of Tsukuba and universities in Central Asia. I would like to
continue to push forward the strengthening of ties with
Central Asian universities, which are very important partners
to us.

Lastly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Mr.
Sasakawa Yohei, Chairman of the Nippon Foundation, for his
generous support of this project. I would also like to express
my heartfelt gratitude to Executive Director Mori Yuji,
Director of the International Programs Department Arikawa
Takashi, and other staff members of the Nippon Foundation,
who have provided us with valuable advice and guidance to
assist us in promoting this project.
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The First-Term NipCA Fellows Awarded the Sasakawa NipCA Fellow Certificate by
President Sasakawa Yohei
20213 A 16 B (K). ARAZXRZRAXH IR ZHARRE RS FRERELFE Special Program in
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On Tuesday March 16, 2021, five first-term NipCA fellows who completed the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (SPJES), Master’s Program in International Area Studies, Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Tsukuba, and one who is scheduled to complete in September, made a courtesy visit to the Nippon Foundation.

Each fellow was awarded the certification of the 1st Sasakawa NipCA Fellow.

2021 £ 3 H 16 H (K) . SR ERABEA AR
AR BHE BRI A 8 B B 8 131 Special Program

On Tuesday March 16, 2021, five first-term NipCA fellows
who completed the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
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Commemorative photo with The Nippon Foundation executives
(Mr. Arikawa, Director and Mr. Huffman, Manager)

Studies (SPJES), Master’s Program in International Area
Studies, Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Tsukuba, and one who is scheduled to complete
in September, made a courtesy visit to the Nippon
Foundation. After each fellows made slide presentations of
what they had learned in their life in Japan for a year and a
half, they made acknowledgements to the Nippon
Foundation. Videos of fellow activities were also screened,
and they learned a lot from various activities on the NipCA
project, including Hokkaido and Okinawa training, in
addition to their studies. President Sasakawa also awarded
each fellow a certificate of the 1st Sasakawa NipCA Fellow,
and spoke with high hopes for their future success.

The first Sasakawa NipCA Fellows who will return to their
home countries are expected to serve as a bridge between
Japan and Central Asia, and to engage in solving social issues
in the Central Asian region as the center of the alumni
network formed by the Nippon Foundation, the Japan
Association for Friendship with Central Asia (JACAFA), and
the University of Tsukuba.
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Mukhamejanova Aizhan

I have Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree
from Azerbaijan University of Languages.
Furthermore, it is my highest pleasure to
state that I underwent exchange program in
the length of one year in Tsukuba University
where I got well intimated with Japanese
culture, lifestyle and academic environment.

Recently, I am researching disability issue in Azerbaijan
Universities. The so-called issue is highly demanded, but
simultaneously less researched topic in Azerbaijan. University of
Tsukuba has brilliant SNE-friendly infrastructure where students
of different physical capacity can study with great efficiency. I do
believe that Japanese experience is best solution for my country to
settle the obstacles and existed problems in inclusive education.

NI ATF 7R BT AP 2 v TT, KFEREE
L CBOY o5 2 G L, BUERIRIT &t T % —
ry—t LT TwE LA, IEFIELMHrL.
EY e x%&@%b WL O DMRFEL KR TER
WRICHE =, R CRIRRE S 722 MR BRI 722 [R5
5. %<0):&%%2‘>&%k,uiﬂi L7z, FADOIZED
BIMZAT 7 Ay vORERE v 7 7 L5TT, A

KEFPARENICR 2 ETED X ) 2BEICEITS % D)2,

7075 AOERIFERLAIC O WTHFZEL 72\ ko T
FT, BRI TARA= IS HE DI LEEN
TwEEoTwET, AAOMAT —~<IcHD T & &

HIT, HAREZYO, HRICODLTHBEZFED v E
BoTwET,

Nurlan kyzy Aliia

My name is Aizhan and I am from
Kazakhstan. I graduated from university
with a bachelor’s degree in Tourism and
worked as a travel manager for several years.
Due to a number of reasons I decided to
change my occupation and worked in

administrative positions in several various
companies and later - university, where I had a chance to meet and
learn a lot from more experienced and knowledgeable local and
international colleagues. My research interest is the repatriation
program in Kazakhstan. I would like to find out what kind of
challenges repatriates faced in moving back to their country of
origin and the legal framework of the program. I hope to learn a
lot from the professors and my classmates during my study. Along
with working on research, I would love to learn Japanese language
and to explore Japan.
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My name is Aliia and I am from
Kyrgyzstan. Japan owns a high status in
education sphere, the country is known for its
discipline and hard work, which is why it is
an honor for me to be among the students of
the NipCA Fellowship.

Over the period of writing my BA, 1
realized the vital importance of the global fight against
international human rights issues, especially women’s rights.

Despite being the most democratic state in Central Asia, women in
our country still face discrimination or experience violence. I
want to change it. I want people to be enlightened. Priceless
knowledge I will get from the University of Tsukuba will inspire
me and give me more ideas to actually influence gender equality
in Kyrgyzstan.
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Ospanova Sofya

I am from Kyrgyzstan. I have volunteered
in many places which brought me to the idea
of creating a Community Development
Project. The project was devoted to teaching
English language to children in need. In most
of the cases, children in Kyrgyzstan tend to
work in order to earn money instead of
getting education. Every child should enjoy his or her childhood
without being involved in work. Thus, it is important to research
about child labor issue in order to bring effective solutions.

Despite the national legislation and international documents and
policies, this issue still persists. The problem is that children are
mostly involved in physical work which can harm their mental and
physical health. The aim of the research is to find out the reasons
of ineffective policies and programs regarding the child labor. I
believe that by defining the reasons of failed policies and
programs, it would be possible to bring strong solutions and
policies to child labor issue.
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BEWSZRML T E 5 NipCA 7r Y = 7 FH%
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Rajabova Manizha

I am from the eastern part of Kazakhstan.
After graduation from a Czech University, |
have worked in the education sphere about 5
years where I improved my soft skills such as
communication, ability to work in a team and
problem-solving.

However, I realized that I need enhance my
theoretical knowledge and continue my education, for that time, I

was looking for a master’s program that would offer practical and
theoretical knowledge in international relations while giving me
the opportunity to increase my employability through internships
and research skills, and I found that in master’s program in
International Public Policy at the University of Tsukuba.

I am grateful to those who are working on the NipCA project for
this unique educational opportunity for Central Asian citizens.
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AT, 72 F A8 v L HARDMGELIc 4%
RS Lz ERWET,

I am from Tajikistan. I have completed my
Bachelor’s Degree at the Branch of the
Lomonosov Moscow State University. For
my thesis, I researched the processes of
globalization and regionalization in the XXI
century. However, the cultural aspect of
globalization has always been of particular
interest to me: specifically the globalization of education and the
intensification of student academic mobility programs. At the

University of Tsukuba, I hope not only to continue my research
work in this area but also to gain knowledge and experience that
will allow me to become a specialist in my field. In addition to
that, I would like to link my future career to academia or
diplomatic service, thereby making every effort to strengthen
relations between Tajikistan and Japan.
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Suiunbekova Saikal
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Tursyn Nazerke

I am Suiunbekova Saikal from the Kyrgyz
Republic. I have graduated from the
American University of Central Asia in 2018.
Since that time, I was working for JICA’s
project “One Village One Product” which
supported local people and developed rural

areas through inclusive business in one of the
northern regions of Kyrgyzstan. I could learn a lot about rural
development and local empowerment through this project.
Therefore, I would like to connect my research with these topics
and how inclusive business can help to reach sustainability in
Kyrgyzstan. Through the Nippon Foundation Fellowship program,
I think, I can gain very valuable experiences not only in the
academic sphere but also in the cultural and social spheres of
Japan.

TMOZHNZF LT T, AF 7R HETT, 2D
1AM, FAMZEER 2 L 2L 7 » D HEEE cEhwT v X
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LA, HETOH L WikzfGizwEloTnET,

Khayokhodzhaev Shakhriyor (3% JICA $%2%%:)

My name is Nazerke and I am from
Kazakhstan. For the past year I have worked
for an international organization in our
capital city, Nur-Sultan. My research interest
in the University of Tsukuba is disaster risk
governance. | am also interested in law,
economics and public policy in general. I
hope to gain new experience in Japan by traveling across the
country, deepen my knowledge and enjoy the multicultural
environment in Tsukuba.
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I am Shakhriyor, from Tajikistan,
mountains landlocked country with beautiful
nature and ancient history located in Central
Asia. After completion of my bachelor’s
degree at the University of Business and
Economics, finance and banking department

in China I come back to my country and
started working at the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of
Tajikistan as a specialist of General Department for Public Debt
and Public Attracting Investment. I am very happy to be enrolled
at the Tsukuba University which provides opportunity to improve
my knowledge and experience in Japan and at the same time it is a
great opportunity to get in touch with advanced educational
system. I am very curious about financial scheme of supporting
small and medium enterprises, which is related to the SDGs. I am
sure that my research finding will contribute for better policy
development and entrepreneurship development in Tajikistan. 97
percent of all businesses in Japan are small and medium
enterprises, I will have an opportunity to get not only higher
qualification in the University of Tsukuba, but also valuable
experience.
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Special consecutive public lectures for freshmen in 2020
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1st Lecture “Developing Human Resources to

Work Beyond the Borders of the Global Age: To

Live a Strong at Post-Corona Era”

BEIBE KDY 74 TREY VT IIK %48)
[(F#&E |202056 78208 (8)
Zoom Meeting
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Due to the influence of the new Corona virus, which has
spread on a global scale since the beginning of 2020, we were
holding a series of lectures for freshmen of the University of
Tsukuba who have been prevented from living in universities
that have been run as a matter of course. Since admission,
freshmen were struggling to attend online lectures. This
lecture series was aimed at cheering up struggling freshmen
by providing opportunities that might increase their vitality
and intellectual curiosity of campus life in the future.

HEAT BAICHSATENE RIE
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Prof. Tosaku Yasuhiko

(University of California, San Diego)
Monday, July 20, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, July 20, 2020, the “Nippon Foundation Central
Asia and Japan Human Resource development
project”(NipCA project) invited Prof. Yasuhiko Tosaku of the
University of California, San Diego as a lecturer to hold the
“First special online lecture for freshmen of the University of
Tsukuba” via Zoom meeting.

This lecture was co-provided by Global Commons, Center
for Education of Global Communication, Top Global
University Project Office with the cooperation of the
Department of Student Affairs and the Office of Global
Initiatives of University of Tsukuba. 155 participants attended
the lectures from their homes or the campus with corona
countermeasures.

In the lecture titled “Developing human resources to work
beyond the borders of the global era — to live strong in the
post-Corona era”, Prof. Tosaku emphasized the importance of
a lifelong learning with curiosity, to connect with people and
the flexibility of never giving up, as globalization progresses
and the convergence of Coronavirus is still unseen.
Especially, since the new knowledge is going to become
obsolete at an accelerated pace, it is necessary to continually
learn after graduation from the university, and to improve
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2nd Lecture “Reading, Thinking, and Defying

Tomorrow’s World”
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self-management ability, communication ability, cooperation
power, empathy, and introspection power, challenging risks
without fear; those autonomous activities were referred to as
the future-oriented way of life and work, brush up future-
proof ability to adapt to a turbulent future, blossom
multipotentialite ability, and create an unexpected positive
result (serendipity).

In the Q & A session, the questions from students,
especially the freshmen were non-stop, so it exceeded by one
hour of the scheduled time; however, Prof. Tosaku answered
the questions of each student between enthusiasm to the end.
The lecture time was 2 hours and 15 minutes, and this was
unprecedented.

Since the time difference is 16 hours with Japan and San
Diego, US, we deeply appreciate and thank once again to
Prof. Yasuhiko Tosaku, who gave a lecture for students,
faculty and staff of the University of Tsukuba, despite the
local hour’s midnight. This lecture also provided
opportunities not only for students but also for faculty and
staff to participate in the FY 2020 SD Seminar, and it was the
first live lecture from overseas as a SD training program.

Associate Prof. Ochiai Yoichi (Faculty of Library, Information
and Media Science, also Director of Digital Nature Research
and Development Center, University of Tsukuba)

Friday, November 6, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, November 6, 2020, University of Tsukuba’s
“Nippon Foundation Central Asia and Japan Human
Resource Development Project” (NIPCA) invited Dr. Yoichi
Ochiai, an associate professor of the Faculty of Library,
Information and Media Science, University of Tsukuba who
is serving as a Director of R&D Center for Digital Nature,
and held the “Second Special Online Lecture for Freshmen of
University of Tsukuba”. This lecture was co-provided by
Global Commons, Center for Education of Global
Communication, Top Global University Project Office with
the cooperation of Department of Student Affairs and the
Office of Global Initiatives.

An unprecedented number of 256 participants viewed this
lecture from home or campus hall, where measures were
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taken for Corona. This lecture provided opportunities not
only for students but also for faculty members to participate
in the AY 2020 SD Seminar. While picking up the responses
of the participants in the chat column, Dr. Ochiai talked to the
freshmen about the various aspects, while talking the
experience of Dr. Ochiai himself. In the title of “Reading,
thinking, and defying tomorrow’s world,” Dr. Ochiai
introduced his own methodology to help students deepen
their learning from the wisdom of the university in the
process of shifting from With-corona to Post-corona society.
Lastly, Dr. Ochiai spoke about the view that since the number
of online classes and the availability of tools and resources
are increasing in the modern era, we have a high degree of
freedom, and that we should take advantage of it.

At the end the Q & A session was given, and students other
than freshmen also asked many questions about various
areas. Dr. Ochiai answered the freshmen’s questions
promptly though time exceeded. Although it was online, it
was a very exciting and fruitful lecture for all students.

2020 FEEHRBESR(PRIL—5 T EHRDKRE [EEH S
A series of lectures “The Future of Central Asia and Japan” in 2020
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11th Lecture “The Project for Protecting

Mongolian Children from Burn Accidents by

Improving Their Living Conditions”

)l IEi K CGARAFEZERS #U%)
[(BfEE 12020F 7 A30H (AK)
Zoom Meeting

The NipCA Project has been holding public lectures by
experts since the Ist year of the project on themes related to
social and global issues facing the Central Eurasian region
and Japan, with the aim of contributing to local communities
in a broad sense and encouraging awareness of problems not
only for NipCA fellows, but also for faculty members,
researchers, and students in and out of the university.
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=i b G E ele b Ll S

il B
CEEL LR T
N HAETERE

Professor Ichikawa Masao
(Faculty of Medicine, University of Tsukuba)

Thursday, July 30, 2020
Zoom Meeting
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12th Lecture “’Balalaika’, The Musical Instrument

of Russia as a Cultural Identity”
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On July 30, 2020 (Thu.), we invited Professor Masao
Ichikawa of the Faculty of Medicine of the University of
Tsukuba to deliver the 11th lecture in the series: “The Project
for Protecting Mongolian Children from Burn Accidents by
Improving Their Living Conditions”. Although this academic
year’s lectures are conducted via Zoom due to the spread of
coronavirus disease, around 50 people attended Prof.
Ichikawa’s lecture: among them not only students, faculty,
and staff, but also members of the general public.

Prof. Ichikawa, who has been interested in the problems of
development since his teenage years and now assesses the
effectiveness of policies for safe and healthy living, presented
his view on the problem of severe child burn accidents in
Mongolia and introduced a project aimed to prevent them.

In recent years, child death rates from burn injuries in
Mongolia have soared, and are now among the highest
globally. Nevertheless, both the reasons for this and the
possible countermeasures had remained unknown. Prof.
Ichikawa explained how, under such conditions, he engaged
in the task of preventing severe burn accidents by carrying
out baseline surveys, cause analysis, policy planning, and
prototype design and production. He also described the
problems he encountered in the process.

The conducted surveys made it clear that severe burn
accidents were due to the recent spread of electric cooking
appliances, and the possible solution lay in producing and
distributing such furniture that would make the cooking
appliances inaccessible to children. Prof. Ichikawa made a
compelling case for this solution as one that could reduce the
number of accidents. On the other hand, his lecture made the
audience think of the difficulties in implementing
development projects by mentioning such problems as
procuring the funding necessary for the furniture distribution
and securing its sustainability. At the Q&A session after the
lecture, many audience members offered their own ideas and
advice with the hope of helping resolve those problems.

TA

Dr. Klykov Maxim
(Ph.D. in Music, Tokyo University of the Arts)

Monday, August 24, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, August 24 , 2020, as the twelfth meeting of

the public lecture series “The Future of Central Eurasia and
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Asia - the System for Accepting Foreign
Caregivers in Japan”
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13th Lecture “Human Resource Development in

Japan” we invited Mr. Maxim Klykov, who leads Russian
folk music class “Maxim”, to give a lecture titled “Balalaika
— The Musical Instrument of Russia as a cultural identity”.

In 2003 Mr. Klykov graduated from the St. Petersburg
National Cultural Art University with the command of the
orchestra of the Russian Folk musical instrument and the
Major of Balalaika. While enrollment, as a member of the
Russian folk music ensemble, he performed not only in
Russia but also in Europe. He then came to Japan in 2004 to
begin his research on traditional Japanese music at Tokyo
University of the Arts. In 2005, he won the Excellence Award
in Balalaika in the International Student Music competition
in Japan. In 2011 he acquired a doctoral degree in Music and
Culture at Tokyo University of the Arts. At the same year he
established “Garmoshka”, a folk music ensemble, and he has
been playing solo and ensemble, mainly in Japan.

In this lecture, he not only talked about the origin and the
history of Balalaika, and the difference between ethnic
Balalaika and art Balalaika, he also gave music introduction
by playing. It was a great excitement while being an online
event. The listeners exceeded 80 participants, and in Q & A
session after the lecture, Mr. Klykov politely answered the
simple questions of the person who listened the Balalaika
performance for the first time, and the specialist questions by

music researchers.
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Dr. Kage Rie (Associate Professor, Department of
Economics, Okinawa International University)

Tuesday, September 29, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On Tuesday, September 29, 2020, we invited Dr. Rie Kage,
an associate Professor of Okinawa International University
lecture titled “Human Resource Development in Asia — the
system for accepting foreign caregivers in Japan” as the 13th
lecture of the public lecture series “The Future of Central
Eurasia and Japan.”

Dr. Kage, who has rich overseas research experiences,
mainly talked about the EPA Certified care worker system
based on the detailed materials of the field survey in
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14th Lecture “SDGs Future City Tsukuba’s Efforts
— A City Where the World’s Tomorrow Can Be
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Indonesia. Dr. Kage started her talk with the introduction of
the fact of the shortage of nursing personnel in Japan, and
continued to the type of foreign care personnel acceptance
system which was there so far. She went through discussions,
such as the effects and export of Asian care personnel, and
case introduction of the latest EPA care workers. Based on
these issues, the issue of the aging of Asia and the role that
Japan should play was raised.

In this lecture, more than 50 participants attended and a
lively discussion continued during the Q & A hours after the
lecture. In particular, earnest questions from the participants
about the Japanese nursing care problem and the care
supporters were far more serious than it was imagined.
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Mr. Mori Yusuke

(Director of Tsukuba City Policy Innovation Center)
Monday, November 16, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On November 16, 2020, as the 14th part of the public
lecture series “The Future of Central Eurasia and Japan,”
Tsukuba City Policy Innovation Director, Mr. Mori Yusuke
was invited to give a lecture on “SDGs Future City Tsukuba’s
Efforts — A City Where the World’s Tomorrow Can Be Seen”.

This lecture was hosted by the “Japan Foundation Central
Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project” (NipCA)
of the University of Tsukuba and co-organized with the
multi-language study group of the Japan Language Policy
Association.

Mr. Mori Yusuke introduced the unique initiatives of
Tsukuba City, which has many researchers and foreign
residents, along with a wide variety of slides, on issues such
as the declining birthrate and aging population, and the SDGs
(sustainable development goals aimed at achieving by 2030).
Tsukuba City aims to increase the working age population
through the revitalization of the city center and surrounding
urban areas. There was also a talk about business
development to take advantage of the unique goodness of
Tsukuba Science City.

Tsukuba City has been selected as the only “SDGs Future
City” in Ibaraki Prefecture, and Mr. Mori showed us the
prospect of Tsukuba City continuing new initiatives in the
future. This lecture, attracting more than 50 speakers, was a
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valuable opportunity to learn about Tsukuba’s policies for the
future and was also very suggestive for the project.

Mr. Okamoto Keiji
(UNICEF North Pacific Education Specialist)

Friday, November 20, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, November 20, 2020, the 15th public lecture
series “The Future of Central Eurasia and Japan.” was held.
This time, Mr. Okamoto Hiroshi, Education Specialist at the
North Pacific Office of the International Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), was invited to give a lecture entitled “Learning
gained through international education support in 4
continents, 6 countries that I worked, and 36 countries.”

On the day, there were many citizens who wished to
participate, and about 70 people joined the lecture. Mr.
Okamoto, who is currently involved in educational support in
three countries as an educational expert, has been involved in
educational support in 36 countries, 4 continents, 6 countries
that he worked, and 36 countries in the world as an educator,
lifelong learner, and performer. In this lecture, he talked
about his background, the circumstances that led him to
proceed in the path of educational support, and his
experiences in the field where he was actually involved in
international support. He has prepared a story of six countries
where he worked for this lecture, but in the actual lecture, he
asked the listeners to vote using Zoom’s questionnaire
function, and he talked about Mauritaria and Mongolia of
their high interest. Many students and auditors were inspired
by Mr. Okamoto’s very valuable story, who has been playing
an active role at the forefront of development support, as he
sees various international support activities as his own
learning.

This lecture meeting made a new attempt to take advantage
of Zoom’s survey and chat capabilities to proceed it in an
interactive way with the listeners. According to a survey
conducted after the lecture, this participative type lecture was
well received, and more than 80% of respondents said they
would like to participate if there is a sequel to this lecture.
The expectation for the sequel is high.

Newsletter vol.5 October. 2021



g16[E <K IETHOABRANREEFD

HARFRHEFOZIEZHHT

—RREREE. QAT R ZRIEAT-

16th Lecture “Support for Japanese Language
Education for Foreign Students in Tsukuba City:
Looking Ahead to the Present Situation, Issues,

and Post-Corona”
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Dr. Sawada Hiroko (Associate Professor, Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba)

Monday, November 30, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On November 30, 2020, Dr. Hiroko Sawada, Associate
Professor of Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Tsukuba, was invited as the lecturer of the 16th
of the public lecture series “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan”, and gave a lecture titled “Support for Japanese
Language Education for Foreign Students in Tsukuba City:
Looking Ahead to the Present Situation, Issues, and Post-
Corona.”

This lecture was hosted by the “Japan Foundation Central
Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project” (NipCA)
of the University of Tsukuba and co-organized with the
multi-language study group of the Japan Language Policy
Association.

Dr. Sawada mentioned the current situation of foreign
students, taking up the actual case of an elementary school in
Tsukuba City. The challenges that occur due to various
factors such as language barriers and cultural and religious
differences, the need for teachers with expertise to respond to
them, and examples of the Japanese teaching process was
clearly shown. Regarding those issues, she also spoke on the
role of universities to develop human resources through
internship dispatch and online education support, and gave
interesting advice on the possibilities of future university
education. Finally, she showed an online support system that
looked ahead to post-Corona, and the story was concluded
with a view toward the future.

Nearly 70 students, faculty, staff and citizens attended the
lecture, and a lot of questions were asked during the Q & A
session after the performance. The lecture lasted for an hour
and a half, but there was a lively discussion to the end, and
the the listeners showed a high level of interest.

Newsletter vol.5 October. 2021

7 27 & HA H Central Asia and Japan



ey o7 HA E Central Asia and Japan

$170E [FR)T - by N\DRIRHKEE

RME

17th Lecture “Ethnic Instrument Production in

Tuba, South Siberia”

T IEX K

(BEXZ-FRFEERAFIHFEHHEM LEXFREWRS)
[FEEHE 120206128 14H(A)
Zoom Meeting

2020 12 H 14 H (H). 2hlE#sEas ) —X Th
Ra—J 7 EHRDOKRK, OF17TRHIHELE LT, BEX
K~ - VR EEE SR AIE R B asaT, R R R
BoOWMERRZH#EMICEHEL, THXY7 - by
NORIGREEE) LT HHEZ L Tw il EE LA,

IR T 2V 7 RO RGEE KAz CHMICHE S N
TED., SRl e s 7HEBAD by S IEREZ KT 2
HERBETH L, Py NADFRE, 22 THwEsNS
Wi, T L CHIED RGBT 2 R 2 R Ic BER
LLTW/AZEE LA, #lHOFTIZ, TEVIVZEL
TF Ry MAFEZR L IR ~ 7 S ADRAND 6 |
A X, WER L Vo Zng AR L HEYE, 2 LT h o NG
Wa 7 D RIEREMEEFICOVLTHFHL T s
E L7, @HOBHP TR, EAR L o NERI V=T
P70 7N by OHEEZEET25HLH D, KO
ERBZSAXTNVNOFRE [EREAT v 7THIRFIZIR
CRD &9 BARGERRICK T S E L,

SOOI, by NFERICR PR A XL OB
Z#EGT 5 AN T 2T L 7o, —J7 3B O Hdh
BIEH L 225 DA XL ORI EIE L 72 &5 2 5 8UE
H, M IZARDOEADARTREEEMEY L 28 EH L
Vo RIS, MFEDEREZ L) PTHE 26,
ZOBFHELZMELTA X VOREITHES T G &
o TwE L, lBOHRGETIE, 74170 —
L & i ROl & RIBNT A TV T4 T4 DH
DHFICEET 2EMP, ELTwL by FRe - %
HiRE LAEREREFEOH D I 2 M L, Bl
WED S OEMPHRE, ZO—20 2 IITKIZT
BICRBEZWkEEE L,

Dr. Yamashita Masami(part-time lecturer at the Open University of Japan and
Senzoku Gakuen College of Music, Cooperative researcher at Sophia University)

Monday, December 14, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On December 14, 2020, the 17th of the public lecture series
“The Future of Central Eurasia and Japan” welcomed the
guest speaker, Dr. Masami Yamashita, part-time lecturer of
Open University of Japan and Senzoku Gakuen College of
Music, and a cooperative researcher of Sophia University to
give a lecture titled “Folk Instrument Production in Tuva,
South Siberia.”

Dr. Yamashita has been specializing in Turku ethnological
music, and this time she talked about the music of the Tuba
people, the core ethnic group that makes up the Tuba
Republic in the Russian Federation, and the musical
instruments used there, and the current state of musical
instrument production. In the lecture, she introduced the Tuva
people, a nomadic tribe that received Tibetan Buddhism
through Mongolia, and explained about stringed instruments
such as Igil and throat singing, as well as the folk instrument
makers who support Tuva music. In the middle of the lecture,
there was a moment to watch a performance by the famous
Tuvan music group “Funfurtu”, where the audience was
mesmerized by the Igil tune that traced the neighing of horses
and the magical throat singing that was like the wind blowing
over the vast steppe area.

At the center of the lecture was an explanation of the two
people who lead the production of Igil, which is indispensable
for Tuva music. On the one hand, there is the maker who can
be said to have set the standard for today’s Igil, while
utilizing modern technology, and on the other hand, there is
the maker who creates instruments using only the workings
of nature. The lecture contrasted the differences between the
two in an easy-to-understand manner and approached the
essence of Igil through his talk. During the Q&A session
after the lecture, there were many questions from the
audience, including one on the discrepancy between folklore
music and art music and the nature of ethnic identity, and
another on the nature of school music education against the
background of the growing Tuvan music scene, each of which
was answered in detail by Dr. Yamashita.
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Prof. Kondo Takafumi (International Students
Education Center, Tokyo University of Welfare)

Friday, December 18, 2020
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, December 18, 2020, the 18th public lecture
series “The Future of Central Eurasia and Japan” was held.
This time, Dr. Kondo Takafumi, specially appointed
Professor at Tokyo University of Welfare, was invited to give
a lecture entitled “Water and Environmental Issues: Pakistan
as an Example.”

For this lecture, there were many citizens who wished to
participate, and about 50 people joined the lecture. Dr. Kondo
is currently researching contemporary history in Pakistan, as
a result of his experience staying there as a special
investigator at the Consulate General of Japan in Pakistan.
Focusing on Pakistan’s political and social issues, especially
the issue of water, this time he participated in the “Asian
Environmental Project” at Shimane Prefectural University,
where the book “Contemporary Asia and Environmental
Issues” was published from. He spoke about the
environmental issues of Pakistan from the book.

The “water” issue is also the goal set out in SDGs Goal 6,
“Ensure access to water and sanitation for all”, and it is often
discussed that it is difficult to solve in one country alone. Dr.
Kondo’s story let us understand that even if we simply say
water problem, we must face further social problems in order
to solve such issues as the problem of securing water
resources and the problem of water pollution. In the case of
Pakistan, he explained how the country not only shares a
water resource called “river” with India, with which it has a
tense relationship, but also how it is dealing with the reality
of being a country located downstream from the river, and the
difficulty of solving the problems of garbage and water and
sewage systems, which are the main causes of water
pollution. The water problem in the country is a very
multilayered factor, and we had an impression of seeing a
diagram of a typical dilemma in developing countries.
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Dr. Vanbaelen Ruth (Associate Professor, Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba)

Monday, February 22, 2021
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, February 22, 2021, the 19th public lecture series
“The Future of Central Eurasia and Japan” was held. This
time, we invited Dr. Vanbaelen Ruth, Associate Professor of
Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Tsukuba,
to give a lecture titled “Multiculturalism and Immigration
Issues in Belgium”.

After her first visit to Japan in 1991, she graduated a
university in her home country and came to the University of
Tsukuba as a Non-degree Research Student (Kenkyusei) in
1994. Upon obtaining her degree, she worked as a Research
Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science,
then she was involved in English education at Nihon
University. She has been teaching Japanese at the University
of Tsukuba since 2016. This time, she talked about the
immigration policy in Belgium.

Belgium, which is located in the middle of Europe and
dominated by various countries, has three official languages,
Dutch, French, and German, each with a federal system with
a community government. From about a century ago, new
people came in intermittently as immigrants and refugees,
and Belgium became a multicultural society with diverse
languages and cultures. In such a society, sometimes
measures are taken for immigrants to become more deeply
able to blend into and become active members of society. Of
course, Belgium is not an exception, and various measures
are taken by public institutions and private organizations. As
a public institution in the Dutch-speaking world, the Civic
Affairs Bureau provides a variety of social studies and level-
specific Dutch language classes to make immigrants active
citizens in the society. On the other hand, in private services,
for example, “soccer moms”, which are mothers practicing
Dutch while children are practicing sports, are available. This
contributes to the education of Muslim women who cannot
interact with men other than their families. Although public
services can only provide 1-1 services for a variety of
reasons, such as budget and man-made services, we feel that
this combination of public services and private services is one
of the leading cases which makes it easier to approach those
who are difficult to reach. After the lecture, it was time for a
lively question and answer session, and it was a lecture full of
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20th Lecture “Exploring the Potential of International

Agroforestry Cooperation in the Himalayas:

Experiences in Community Development through

great hints about the future for Japanese society, which is still
immature as an immigrant society.

Afforestation and Fruit Tree Cultivation in Nepal”
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Dr. Soma Takuya (Associate Professor, Hakubi Center
(Wildlife Research Center), Kyoto University)

Friday, February 26, 2021
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, February 26, 2021, as the 20th session of the
public lecture series “The Future of Central Eurasia and
Japan” we welcomed Associate Professor Soma Takuya of
Kyoto University’s Hakubi Center to give a lecture titled
“Exploring the Potential of International Agroforestry
Cooperation in the Himalayas: Experiences in Community
Development through Afforestation and Fruit Tree
Cultivation in Nepal”.

Dr. Soma is researching wild animals such as golden
eagles, snow leopards, and wolves from the perspective of
geography, ecological anthropology, animal folklore, and
history of human-animal relationships. In addition to his
research, he has also been active as president of the Himalaya
Conservation Association, an environmental NGO
organization, and is working toward sustainable development
of Nepalese local communities through afforestation and fruit
planting at the foot of the Himalayas.

This lecture was mainly about international cooperation by
agroforestry in the Himalayas. With the awareness that the
most important point of international cooperation is not just
providing something, but to create a mechanism for local
people to liven up the region with the power of the region, Dr.
Soma, together with the people in the Himalayas, thought
about “what kind of trees are needed” and “what kind of trees
will attach”, and actually ran the project. He talked about the
activities that kill two birds with one stone: developing better
agroforestry by getting deeply involved with people, and
using the information obtained for research. It was a very
lively meeting where questions from various points of view

popped up.
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21th Lecture “Re-contexting Oral Traditions:
Contemporary Education of Traditional Kazakh

Music”
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Ms. Toda Noriko (Doctoral Program in in Music Culture,
Graduate School of Music, Tokyo University of the Arts)

Friday, March 5, 2021
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, March 5, 2021, for the 21st lecture in the public
lecture series “The Future of Central Eurasia and Japan,” we
welcomed Dr. Toda Noriko, a doctoral student in Music
Culture, Graduate School of Music, Tokyo University of the
Arts, to give a lecture entitled “Re-contexting Oral
Traditions: Contemporary Education of Traditional Kazakh
Music”.

Dr. Toda is specializing in ethnomusicology of Central
Asia with a focus on Kazakh traditional music, in Doctoral
Course. She has studied in Japan, Kazakhstan, and the United
States, and has taught at two universities in Kazakhstan.

Originally, Kazakh folk music did not use musical notation,
and put emphasize on improvisation and variation. Kazakh
folk music was mostly played by one person on a dombra or
solo. This form of music is still practiced today in places such
as dombra parties by young people. However, in the Soviet
era, dombra performances were incorporated into music
education, scores were created, and Western methods of
education began to be used. Around 1970, when this trend
was observed, “ethnosolfege” classes appeared, which
incorporated “solfege” into the teaching of dombra
improvisation and variation, as well as the acquisition of
historical knowledge. This “ethnosolfege” has led to the
development of collective oral tradition methods, and at a
private elementary school created by a musicologist who
contributed to “ethnosolfege”, children learn how to play the
dombra by watching, listening, and imitating without using
music scores.

The lecture, which included scenes of actual dombra
lessons, was very interesting and made us think about how to
maintain the identity of the Kazakh people as former nomads
in modern education.
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22th Lecture “For Whom is the ‘Easy Language’”
-Thinking from Germany’s ‘leichte Sprache”
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Dr. Kimura Goro Christoph (Professor, Department of German
Studies, Faculty of Foreign Studies, Professor, Sophia University)

Friday, March 12, 2021
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, March 12, 2009, as the 22nd lecture in the
public lecture series “Central Eurasia and the Future of
Japan,” we welcomed Professor Kimura Goro Christoph,
Department of German Studies, Faculty of Foreign Studies,
Sophia University, to give a lecture For Whom is the ‘Easy
Language’?” -Thinking from Germany’s ‘Leichte Sprache’”.

Dr. Kimura has been doing extensive research mainly on
linguistic sociology, and in recent years, he has presented
innovative discussions on the diversity of languages, in his
books such as “The Principles of English: The Key to
Internationalization and Globalization” (Yorozu Shobo, 2016)
and “Towards a Multilingual Society” (Kuroshio Publishing,
2017).

This lecture focused on comparing “Easy Japanese” with
Leichte Sprache, or “Easy German.” “Easy Japanese” is often
used mainly for foreigners living in Japan who are often
difficult to obtain information accurately in the event of an
abnormal situation caused by natural disasters or infectious
diseases. On the other hand, there is a big difference that
“Easy German” is for people who have difficulty learning or
dementia, mainly those who have social difficulties
linguistically. In addition, “Easy German” also refers to the
flow of human rights advocates for people with learning
disabilities. Dr. Kimura also mentioned that the right to
obtain appropriate information for those with learning
disabilities is guaranteed, and that it is also connected to job
creation by inspecting “Easy German” by those with learning
disabilities themselves. During the lecture, Dr. Kimura made
progress while weaving questions from the chat of the
listeners into the presentation, and it was a very fruitful
meeting for them.
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Transforming Modern Ukraine”
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Dr. Ogawa Akimichi(part-time lecturer at Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies)

Wednesday, March 17, 2021
Zoom Meeting

On Wednesday, March 17, 2021, for the 23rd lecture of the
public lecture series “The Future of Central Eurasia and
Japan”, we welcomed Dr. Akimichi Ogawa, lecturer at Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies, who gave a lecture entitled
“Language, Culture and Society in the Changing Modern
Ukraine”.

Dr. Ogawa is a graduate of Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies and teaches Ukrainian and Russian at Meiji Gakuin
University and the Training Institute in Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MOFA).

In his lecture, he talked about a wide variety of topics,
starting with basic information about Ukraine, such as the
country’s name and the origin of its capital city, Kiev,
historical facts that are indispensable for discussing the
current relationship between Russia and Ukraine from
ancient times to the 17th century, up to modern entertainment
shows that really reflect this relationship. A wide variety of
topics were discussed.

When discussing the relationship between Russia and
Ukraine, many people think that Ukraine has a similar
culture to Russia, and indeed, there are many similarities. In
this lecture, he discussed various aspects in simple language,
such as the differences in writing and orthography, the
differences in pronunciation of place names and historical
figures, and the way of understanding the word “Russi”,
which is essential when discussing the Slavic world. There
was also a very unique story about the Eurovision Song
Contest, which is a major event in all of Europe, looking into
the contemporary Crimean issue. The audience asked
questions about education, letters, and entertainment in
Ukraine and became familiar with Ukraine from various
perspectives.

Newsletter vol.5 October. 2021



SOYRT=TILHBRKREAVSIVERICEAT RV VRIVLA
~JAFHOEE#IPSREITHLWEEDOO Y ~ |FHERS
Roundtable “Online Study Abroad — New Educational Possibilities Found from The

Difhiculties of the Corona Disaster”

2020 4 H 17 H» & B R D R - R¥EBEIC
BOWTRMNEA v 74 VIEEDHIR I N, 8R4 2
PRZTEE LR, FAMavroRfUdfiz T, v
TAVEBEOREEMRIEZEIT 272015 RO

) AR E N T Y FF— Ty v B AT,

Ry v R LTI 2020 4E 2 HORfE TR Y 71|
HiZol 6 4D FEERMAZ, Z DB AL TORYE
AV IA VTR REECRBZREL OS5V, &
BOA VY ITAVEEB, AV ITAVEFEDDH D JTITOWT
RO LI ERHNELLDDTY,

FEFRA -
PEITRERER (fh2y - B AR Ao
7T v 7K
AINFR (NS - SULAREASC | A 7 7 BEIRF)
FIHH (th2 - EERAREEREER AR
Pv 7 b RTIVTN T KE)
ANIIEAR (AT - SUEAAREASCAHE, R U K 27
LHZLY (th2 - EREAEER a8
7 F T E VR 7 ENLRE)
KIDEX (= - SREHEBE LR
ER Y PWMVEAERY) 135
ffh - BfEmE 0 A2 R B HILFIE. AXHE2%R
Bz MgEE G, AR Rifedz 1A
iRl EEREE L 130
H & Zu—o3NL e ax v AR UIA
NipCA 2 —7 ¢ *—% — HRIlthiA
Y% BT Zoom Meeting

L1 TF 54 v REN (Teams % Skype 7%
E) DOUGE - R
B H : 2020 6 H 19 H (K)

2020 TV R—F « /T AL - {EOPRD )T HikE
R
BifiEH : 202046 A 26 H (K)

M TA Y I VREEZT S LEOREMIN - W
R - YRR 2 B S & o - £ R L 72
i
BfEH : 202047 H2 H (K)

Since April 17 2020, all undergraduate and graduate
schools of University of Tsukuba has launched a university-
wide online classes system, and various challenges emerged.
This roundtable symposium is planned in five series to
organize the significance and possibilities of online education
in preparation for the post-corona era. The aim of this
symposium was to invite six students who were studying
abroad in Russia as of February 2020, have them report on
the outline and experience of continuing classes online after
coming back, and to deepen discussions about the future of
online education and study abroad.

[Presenters]

Mr. Nishikawa Shotaro (School of Social and International
Studies, College of International Studies): University of
Warsaw

Ms. Oriha Ishikawa (School of Humanities and Culture,
College of Humanities): M.V. Lomonosov Moscow State
University

Ms. Nishi Minori (School of Social and International Studies,
College of International Studies): University of St. Petersburg
Mr. Koyama Shogo (School of Humanities and Culture,
College of Humanities/Far Eastern Federal University)

Ms. Yasui Rino (School of Social and International Studies,
College of International Studies): Novosibirsk State
University

Mr. Yoneyama Takafumi (Doctoral Program in Literature
and Linguistics /Moscow City Teachers’ Training University)
and others

General discussion:

Prof. Usuyama Toshinobu, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences;

Prof. Kato Yuri, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences;
Associate Prof. Yamamoto Yukiko, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences;

Assistant Professor Sasayama Hiroshi, Office of Global
Initiatives, etc.

Moderator: Dr. Kajiyama Yuji, Coordinator and UIA,
University of Tsukuba

Location: Zoom Meeting

1. 1st Lecture “Classes and Solutions by Online Form (Teams,
Skype, etc.)
Date: Thursday, June 19, 2020

2.2nd Lecture “Methods and challenges of reports, small
tests, and homework”
Date: Thursday, June 26, 2020
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3. 3rd Lecture “Mental, physical, and material burdens of

attending online classes”
Date: Thursday, July 2, 2020

4.4th Lecture “Online Education from a Teacher’s

Viewpoint”
Guest presenter: Doi Hiroto, Assistant Professor, Faculty of

Humanities and Social Sciences

Date: Thursday, July 9, 2020

5. 5th Lecture “Possibility of Online Classes After Corona”
Date: Friday, July 17, 2020

TGSW2020 7Y ZILiIRRA Y —tv> 3> DP-10 [ Culture and identity
in Central Asia (FRFPIFICEIFTBIXULETAITVT14T1 ) IDOFHE

SEMELEL:

TGSW2020 Digital Poster Session DP-10 Reports “Culture and Identity in Central Asia”

Held
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On October 30, 2020, the University of Tsukuba held an

online seminar titled “Culture and Identity in Central Asia”.
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Nippon Foundation Central Asia — Japan Human Resources
Development Project. The seminar was moderated by
Associate Professor Yamamoto Yukiko.

Dr. Kajiyama Yuji, NipCA project manager, delivered a
presentation devoted to the modern
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cinematography of Kyrgyzstan.
Participants of the seminar were able to
learn about the history of the Kyrgyz
cinema, famous and outstanding
Kyrgyz filmmakers, as well as modern
trends in Kyrgyz cinema. In his
speech, Dr. Kajiyama paid special
attention to nomadic culture, Islamic
traditions and animism. Dr. Insebayeva
Sabina prepared a report on
contemporary Kazakh music and its
role in building Kazakh national
identity. Special attention in the
presentation was paid to a new
direction in the Kazakh music —
Q-pop, and new youth movements in
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Kazakhstan. The report of Dr. Gulomaliev Shirali was
dedicated to one of the Iranian peoples — Wakhi people. Dr.
Gulomaliev’s presentation was met with genuine interest
from the audience. In particular, the participants had a chance
to learn about “northern” and “southern” Pamir languages,
and the history of Wakhi language in Tajikistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and China.

' BEREVARZRY Y KENEREZ IR
| Uzbekistan’s Ambassador to Japan Visits University of Tsukuba
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President Dr. Nagata Kyosuke and H.E. Mr. Fazilov, Ambassador  [pitiatives. Associate Professor
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Uzbekistan ’
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On Thursday, November 26,
2020, His Excellency Mr.
Fazilov Gayrat, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Republic of Uzbekistan to
Japan, visited the University of
Tsukuba and had discusses with
President Dr. Nagata Kyosuke
of the University of Tsukuba,
Vice President Dr. Benton
Caroline, Mr. Suzuki Hiroyuki,
Head of Office of Global

Dr. Yamamoto Yukiko, and
Coordinator and UIA Dr.
Kajiyama Yuji.

During the discussion, the possibility of future exchange
between universities in Uzbekistan and Japan was discussed,
and it was confirmed that the two countries will continue to
build a cooperative relationship. The University of Tsukuba
has concluded exchange agreements with renowned
universities in Uzbekistan, such as Tashkent State Institute of
Oriental Studies and University of World Economy and
Diplomacy, and has exchanged students for a long time. It is
hoped that this visit will serve as an opportunity to further
strengthen the ties between Uzbekistan and University of
Tsukuba.
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Al-Farabi Kazakh National University’s University of Tsukuba Office Opening

Ceremony Held
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On Tuesday, December 22, 2020, Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University (KNU)’s University of Tsukuba (UT)
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Office opening ceremony
was held. KNU is one of
the eleven Campus-in-
Campus (CiC) partner
universities with which the
UT is working to realize
trans-border educational
and research exchanges
that transcend national
borders and institutional
boundaries. This time, as
CiC partner university,
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UT.

The ceremony was
attended by President Dr.
Kyosuke Nagata of UT, Dr.
Caroline Benton (Vice President for International Affairs),
Dr. Osamu Ohneda (Director of the Office of International
Initiatives), Mr. Hiroyuki Suzuki (Head of the Office of
International Initiatives), Ms. Rika Adachi (Head of Global
Commons), Dr. Masaki Ono (Professor of Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences), and His Excellency Mr.
Baudarbek-Kozhatayev Yerlan (Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Japan),
Counsellor Mr. Saliev Maksat, and Counsellor Mr.
Suyundikov Bakitzhan from the Embassy of Kazakhstan.

' BIEAYSAVICEZOAV7 -RR7ITRE LR =FHRELILT:
| The 1st Online Screening of Russian & Central Asian Films Held
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On Friday, February 5, 2021, the first online screening of
Russian and Central Asian films was held. This is the first
part of a new project to introduce films that have not yet been
introduced in Japan with subtitles, in order to deepen the
understanding of Central Asian culture and the SDGs. For
this year’s screening, we used Zoom to make commentary of
the film in advance and then moved to Vimeo to show the
film in high definition. 522 people applied, which exceeded
the capacity of 500 attendees of Zoom, so we decided to
direct those who applied after 500 to Vimeo, where there is
no capacity limit, and let them watch the film only. The
screening was very well received right from the start of the
publicity, and it became the largest online event ever for the
NipCA Project.

In the commentary before the screening, Dr. Kajiyama
Yuji, the NipCA project coordinator and UIA who planned
the project, gave a lecture titled “Representation of Central
Asian Migrant Workers in Contemporary Russian Films.” In
the first half of the commentary, he analyzed how immigrants
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from Central Asia are depicted in
contemporary Russian films, referring to
Sergey Dvortsevoy’s “Ayka (My Little
One)” (2018) which was also screened in
Japan, and explored the works of the past
decade or so, when the number of
immigrants from the region has
increased. In the second half, he
introduced Ms. Larisa Sadilova, the
director of the film “She” (2013) to be
screened, and explained some of the
scenes on the environment and customs
of Tajik immigrant workers. For example,
in the first half of the film, there is a scene
in which men, in turn, pass money to
Rakhmad, a broker-like presence of Tajik
workers, and write that amount into his
note. This is the scene where they are giving money to their
families in Tajikistan through Rakhmad. In the 1990s,
shortly after the collapse of the Soviet Union, it was pointed
out that there was no bank money transfer system to
Tajikistan and that there were vendors who delivered cash by
hand in this way.

From the post-screening questionnaire, we learned that
participants had signed up for the screening for a variety of
motivations, including SDGs, Russia and Central Asia,
migrant labor, women’s labor, and films. Since there are very
few opportunities to see films related to Central Asia in
Japan, it seems that it was the first opportunity to hear the
Tajik language by most viewers. Most of the audience liked
the film very much, and from the last scene, many people
found hope for Maya’s future. We have already received
many requests for the second event. It is disappointing that
we cannot see a film on a large screen, but some of the
applicants were high school students living in rural areas and
people living abroad. Online screenings also have the
advantage of bringing works to a wider audience.

Various events have gone online in the Corona disaster, but
there is an impression that online movie screenings are still in
their technical infancy, partly because Zoom is not suitable
for streaming video. Many people have asked for more
detailed commentary after the screening, but this also
requires a format more suitable for online screenings. In the
future, we plan to continue the screenings while trying out
various screening forms and having a system which allows
more applicants to participate.
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