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My name is Nara Satoshi, and I was appointed Vice
President and Executive Director for Finance and Facilities of
the University of Tsukuba in July 2022. Thank you very
much for your cooperation.

In 2014, the University of Tsukuba was selected by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology (MEXT) for the “Project for Strengthening
Universities’ Global Development Capabilities,” which aims
to fundamentally strengthen universities’ international
networking capabilities and two-way international student
exchange. As part of this initiative, the university has
implemented the “Program for Developing Multilingual
Human Resources for Industry in Russian-speaking
Countries” during the following five years (2014-2018). In
2019, the University of Tsukuba launched the Nippon
Foundation Central Asia-Japan Human Resource
Development Project (hereinafter referred to as “NipCA
Project”) supported by the educational and research grants
from the Nippon Foundation. The Project has inherited and
built upon the results and expertise cultivated through prior
programs as part of the university’s educational legacy.

The year 2022 marked the fourth year since the
commencement of the initiative. The core of the NipCA
project is its scholarship program, which offers highly
motivated and talented students from six countries (five
Central Asian countries: Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Azerbaijan) an
opportunity to become NipCA Fellows and pursue their
graduate degrees at the University of Tsukuba. Each year, ten
NipCA Fellows are awarded full enrollment, tuition, and
scholarships allowing them to exclusively focus on their
studies. Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and
the spread of the novel coronavirus infection since the end of
December 2019, the second cohort of NipCA Fellows had to
conduct their studies and research work online for over a
year. Fortunately, the Project was able to extend their study
period by six months, giving me students the opportunity to
complete and defend their master’s thesis in Japan. The third
cohort of NipCA Fellows also faced difficulties in entering
Japan due to the imposed travel restrictions, and their arrival
was postponed by six months. Having overcome these
unforeseen circumstances, the first and second cohorts of
NipCA Fellows have successfully completed their studies and
are now working as social innovators, contributing to the
improvement and resolution of social issues in their
respective countries, as well as acting as a bridge between
Central Asia and Japan.

The Corona disaster rendered on-site activity unfeasible
and necessitated significant adjustments to the NipCA
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project’s overall business strategy. However, we have been
able to overcome the challenges and produce outcomes that
are equivalent to face-to-face events by coming up with
strategies to transition to online-based initiatives. One such
example is the NipCA project’s lecture series on “The Future
of Central Eurasia and Japan”, which has been moved to an
online platform. By going online, we were able to virtually
eliminate most of the venue preparation and day-of-operation
labor, and as a result were able to expand the number of
lectures, which we started to hold monthly. In particular, over
500 people registered for each of the two “Online Russian
and Central Asian Film Screenings”, which gave attendees
insight into the little-known culture, society, and history of
Central Asia. Thus, the Project will continue to work
diligently on delivering the project objectives while wisely
utilizing internet tools.

Since 2000, the University of Tsukuba has focused on
educational and academic exchange with the Central Asian
countries of the former Soviet Union and is the only
university in Japan to have overseas offices in Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan, respectively. Uzbekistan has a very high
percentage of young people, and the number of students
studying in Japan has been increasing significantly in recent
years. Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan are countries on the
Caspian Sea and are rich in energy resources. Kazakhstan in
particular is also rich in mineral resources such as uranium,
iron, copper, and rare metals. In terms of economics, energy,
and resource security, it has the potential to become a more
strategically significant partner for Japan, a nation with
limited natural resources. We hope that, through this
programme. Japan and the Central Asian nations’ ties will
deepen and that the NipCA fellows would actively contribute
to this relationship.

Last but not least, we would like to express our gratitude to
the Nippon Foundation for supporting the NipCA project in
carrying out the wide range of activities described above. We
would like to express our sincere appreciation to Chairman
Sasakawa Yohei, Executive Director Mori Yuji, Director of
the International Projects Division Arikawa Takashi, and Ms.
Numata Masako of the International Projects Division, who
have supported this project on a daily basis.
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Greetings from Dr. Wada Hiroshi, Vice President and

Executive Director for Research
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Hello everyone, it’s a pleasure to meet you. My name is
Wada Hiroshi, and I’'m the Vice President and Executive
Director for Research at the University of Tsukuba.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Nippon
Foundation Central Asia-Japan Human Resource
Development Project (hereafter referred to as “NipCA
Project”) at the University of Tsukuba, which enters its fourth
year, for continuing to deliver creative events and activities
despite the challenges brought on by the COVID-19
pandemic.

The NipCA project has organized several different events,
including the public lecture series “The Future of Central
Eurasia and Japan”, which has been held a total of 36 times
(as of August 2022). Last year, we launched two new lecture
series under the titles “The Road to Digital Transformation to
Change Society” and “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia
and Beyond” . The former initiative introduces the world’s
most advanced research using digital technology, while the
latter is designed to disseminate research results from Japan
to the world and provides an online opportunity for exchange
between researchers from Japan and abroad. Since field
research is an extremely important element in the field of
humanities and social sciences, research has been severely
constrained by the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.
While it is difficult to visit the region in question, it is
amazing to see that you can make a difference through the
use of online activities designed to connect Japan with
Central Asia and the rest of the world. It is hoped that such
events will lead to new ideas that will have a positive impact
on our future, and to the creation of networks of researchers
that will link Central Asia and Japan, and by extension, Japan
and the rest of world.

The 71st National Convention of the Japanese Association
of Russian Literature was conducted online on October 30
(Sat.) and 31 (Sun.), 2021, with the University of Tsukuba

serving as the host collaborating institution. Over 400 people
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attended a pre-symposium titled “Disappearing Memories
and Connections: Talking about Literature and Society 30
Years after the Collapse of the Soviet Union,” which was
organized by the NipCA project. The symposium, which I
also opened, was an unprecedented gathering of scholars
from not only the Slavic countries of Russia, Ukraine, and
Belarus, but also from Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan in Central
Asia, Georgia in the Caucasus, and Latvia in the Baltics. It
was an unparalleled event. I am convinced that the University
of Tsukuba was able to plan and hold such a symposium
because of its considerable experience in fostering
educational and research ties with CIS countries. I hope that
the University of Tsukuba will continue to establish itself as a
global leader in Central Eurasian studies. To that end, we
hope that this project will continue to make great strides into
the fourth and fifth years following the containment of the
coronavirus

I would like to express my sincere appreciation to Mr.
Sasakawa Yohei, Chairman of the Nippon Foundation, which
has provided educational and research grants for the NipCA
project. In addition, I would like to thank Mr. Mori Yuji,
Executive Director, Mr. Arikawa Takashi, Director of the
International Projects Division, and Ms. Numata Masako of
the same department, who have been providing strong

support for this project.
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2021 FENipCATTA— (83 8%) D@EA
2021 NipCA Fellows ('The 3" Cohort)

Bazarova Asal
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Nyussupov Assylzhan

Uzbekistan is my homeland and I also
graduated here, from Tashkent State
University of Oriental Studies. My major is
World Policy and I am from the faculty of

Japanese studies. My bachelor’s thesis was

devoted to the role of Japanese women in
political and social processes. I found some similarities between
Japanese and Uzbek women, and the fact that Japan has some case
studies to learn and adopt something new in the gender equality
field I decided to narrow down my research and explore a topic of
interest to me, such as women’s entrepreneurship. I am going to
focus on government organizations, which promote female
entrepreneurship in Japan, where I will analyze their strategy,
vision, and results. This will serve as a clear understanding of
women’s business in a broad sense for Uzbekistan and a roadmap
for Uzbek organizations, which help women launch their business.
Studying at the University of Tsukuba gives me the opportunity to
improve my knowledge in political science and scientific research.

Japan has always been in my life. Since school, I have been a
member of UJIC — The Uzbekistan-Japan Center For Human
Development, where I am acquainted with Japanese culture and
traditions. In my first year of university, I visited Osaka to represent
Uzbek culture and traditions to Japanese people. After this trip, |
realized that I want to come back and explore this country broadly
to adopt their lifestyle and visit all points of interest references, and

of course, I want to be fluent in the Japanese language.
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My name is Assylzhan and I am from

Kazakhstan. I have majored in Political
Science and International Relations at G —
Nazarbayev University. During my bachelor

years, I have actively participated in various \ 1.«"
student clubs such as the ones organizing

Model United Nations and OSCE simulations. I have also been a
member of the student organizing committee which hosted the
Harvard Project for Asian and International Relations (HPAIR)
conference in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. As a keen student of my
major, I have always been interested in the issues of international
development and regional integration. Following this, I am
planning to research regional integration in Central Asia here in

the University of Tsukuba.
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Mavlonova Maftunakhon
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Malakbozova Munira

I am Maftuna Mavlonova from Uzbekistan.
I studied at Fergana State University. As a
student, I have been interested in Sustainable

Development, particularly in issues of gender

equality and inclusive education. In 2020, I

participated at Ferris State University Global

Engagement Program, where I met students from 32 countries,
gained in-depth understanding of SDGs and acquired useful
insights from my peers. At that time, I decided to apply to
University of Tsukuba since the program provided distinctive
experience of studying social development as well as conducting
research. My research interests lay in the field of women
empowerment, science, technology and inclusive education.
Moreover, as a part of Women(@Dior Mentorship program provided
by UNESCO and Christian Dior Maison, my teammates and I are
launching a women empowerment campaign in Japan.

Japan, as a one of the developed countries with advanced
technology and unique cultural heritage, is an attractive place to
study. I am interested to learn more about Japanese traditions,
values and make a lot of friends. I hope this experience will bring

more opportunities and meaningful experiences.
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My name is Munira. I am from Tajikistan,
Dushanbe. I graduated from the University of
Central Asia with a Bachelor of Arts in 1'
Global Economics. During the last 5 years, I | :
have actively participated in many
communities and educational projects in
Khorog. My research topic in the University of Tsukuba is gender
discrimination in educational sector of Tajikistan. I truly believe
that through experimental learning, hands-on coursework
experience as well as utilization of real-world scenarios, this MA
program will equip me with fundamental knowledge of SDGs,
including the implementation of these goals in Central Asian
countries. Learning within a diverse group of students at the
University of Tsukuba will inevitably help me to share my
knowledge as well as learn from my groupmates and faculty about

key instruments of public policy.
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Suvanova Yulduzkhon
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Smanova Nargiza

I am from Uzbekistan. In 2021 I have
graduated from the University of World
Economy and Diplomacy with a bachelor’s
degree in World Economy and International

Economic Relations. I wrote my bachelor’s

thesis on Sustainable Development Goals I
with a focus on poverty. I am generally interested in development
economics, sustainable development, and poverty and inequality
alleviation.

I studied the Japanese language at university which has enriched
my understanding of the Japanese culture and boosted my
motivation to study in Japan. In my final year of undergraduate
studies, I had an opportunity to work in the Division for
International Financial Institutions at the National Bank of
Uzbekistan. During that period, 1 got closely engaged with the
topic of international development finance, and this fueled my
interest to study how this process affects poverty and to what
extent it helps to alleviate it. In the future, I hope to contribute to
the development of my homeland, as well as to strengthening
Uzbek-Japanese relations. I believe that the University of Tsukuba
is a perfect venue for me to follow my aspirations and become a

decent specialist.

WEAF 728 ORI ETY, ZOHE, Frk—
AR ZRHFELF L, HEBEHRAZEL L BIEILH
WRADEBEALBOR AL 70 77 LMERE L TV ET,

FEIFRBIRE 2 54 & L COMERE L AR o sk % 2
S, Baos L YT 2 EZERL 2 g%
DEFATLE, ROBIZHATLRL, FAF—AKE
SHED L FIT, TR FDBLIEICAYTE L0
HEEZ L CTE L, SRR FEZEALZHEIZ, HARICE
\F 2 ZMEDBUAS N BT 2 WFZ2IC Bk 23 H 1 | iR
HAFZ DI EITOWVTHERDIZHATR BN KED
OEDTHo7NPETT,

HERkZEHRD, BN VRBREZEG2ELDTELE
Eo LWz 5 2 T NipCA 7uy = 7 Mz,
KREREH LT E T, SPIES IZthiR7 2 75 DA
CEoTERLERVESTT,

I am from the southern part of Kazakhstan.
This summer I have graduated from Narxoz
University. 1 have studied International
Relations and currently I'm studying at

University of Tsukuba and enrolled in the

program of International Public Policy.

As a student who studies International Relations, I had to choose
my direction and foreign country to learn a foreign language and
culture. My dream was Japan. In the third year of my studies at
Narxoz University, [ have set a goal to enter University of Tsukuba
as a master’s student. Another reason for choosing the Tsukuba
was my research interest in female political participation in Japan
and the fact that Tsukuba is one of the best universities of the
country.

I am very grateful for the NipCA project for giving me such an
amazing opportunity to deepen my knowledge and gain
unforgettable experience. SPJES is a unique opportunity for

international students from the Central Asia.
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Special consecutive public lectures for freshmen in 2021
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1st Lecture “What to learn and think about during
university: To Live a Strong at With-Corona,

Post-Corona Era”
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Due to the global impact of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic, we have decided to hold a series of
public lectures for new students at the University of Tsukuba,
who have been unable to lead a normal university life that has
been previously taken for granted. The lectures are designed
to encourage new students who have been struggling with
online education upon their enrollment and aim to help
students improve their intellectual curiosity and vitality
essential for their future campus life.
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Prof. Tosaku Yasuhiko, University of California,
San Diego

[ Date |July 12,2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, July 12, 2021, the University of Tsukuba held
its first online special lecture for freshmen. This time,
Professor YasuHiko Tohsaku from the University of
California, San Diego, was invited to give a talk entitled “To
Live Strongly in the With Corona/Post-Corona Era: What
You Should Learn and Think about in Your College Years.”

Professor Tohsaku is the director of the Japanese Language
Program at the University of California, San Diego, and the
head of the Foreign Language Program at the Pacific Rim
School of International Relations. He specializes in language
acquisition theory and foreign language pedagogy. In this
lecture, Professor Tohsaku explained the era we live in, using
the term “disruptive creation” as a keyword. In particular, he
emphasized what role universities should play in such an era
and what skills people need to survive.

The generation born between 1997 and 2015, which
includes most new students, is known as Generation Z (Gen
Z), and is said to be the most diverse human generation to

date. As Al technology develops and takes over human jobs,
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people will have to take on various new positions and form a
number of new careers. They will also be required to adapt to
the newly created values quickly.

What is the university’s role in such a current of the times?
Professor Tohsaku pointed out that the role of universities in a
society where existing values will soon lose their meaning
goes beyond simply providing knowledge. It extends to
creating resources for the design of new things and people
and nurturing human resources who can survive in the
chaotic future. In addition to this, he talked about the skills to
be developed at university to succeed in the future. This
process is based on lifelong learning and human power,
backed by exploring, thinking, and communicating. These
abilities include creativity, empathy, and self-reflection as the
way to survive in the chaotic society of the future.

During the Q&A session, the students asked questions
unique to the “Gen Z”, such as sharing their experiences and
asking for advice on starting a business. Professor Tohsaku
provided them with essential guidelines for living in the
future society. We would like to express our gratitude to
Professor Tohsaku for his kindness in answering the students’
questions until late at night, even though it was late in the
evening local time.

This lecture was available on the Manaba platform from

July 12, 2021, to July 25, 2021.
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Lecture Series “The Future of Central Eurasia and Japan”
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The NipCA Project aims to contribute to the development
of local communities through stimulating awareness about
sustainability issues not only among NipCA Fellows, but also
among faculty members, researchers and students in and out
of the university. Since its establishment, the project has been
holding a series of public lectures by experts on themes
related to social and global issues facing the Central Eurasian
region and Japan. These lectures are also part of the
University of Tsukuba Super Global University (SGU)
project.

(The lectures will be held starting from the 24th session in
2021 Fiscal Year)
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24th Lecture “Prospects for Development
Cooperation for Bhutan, an Inland Mountainous

Country”
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Dr. Koji Yamada, Visiting Professor, Musashino
University, JICA, Bhutan

May 21, 2021 (Fri)

Zoom Meeting

The 24th Public Lecture Series, “The Future of Central
Eurasia and Japan,” was held on May 21, 2021. The guest
speaker, Dr. Koji Yamada, a dispatched expert of JICA in
Bhutan and a visiting professor at Musashino University,
gave a lecture entitled “Prospects for Development
Cooperation for Bhutan, an inland mountainous country.”
This event was the first lecture of the 2021 academic year,
and more than 70 people attended it, including members of
the University of Tsukuba and others. Moreover, this lecture
was organized from overseas for the first time in the public
lecture series, and the speaker joined the lecture from
Bhutan.

Dr. Yamada has been involved in international cooperation
in Bhutan and other Asian countries such as Nepal and India
through JICA’s projects. In his presentation, he spoke about
his experience as the head of the JICA Bhutan Office for
three years from 2016 and his efforts in local development
cooperation. Based on the recent trends and issues in
development cooperation, he introduced case studies of
manufacturing and education in remote areas as forms of
cooperation for the rational use of local resources.

In Bhutan, improving the livelihoods of highlanders and
educational opportunities for these communities are the main
priorities of JICA’s activities. During the lecture, the
audience had a chance to learn about a project in education
called Winter Camp. This educational project was
implemented on a trial basis in 2019 to support the education
of children living in Lunana, one of Bhutan’s remote rural
highland communities depicted in the Bhutanese film ”
Bhutan Mountain classroom.” In the framework of the Winter
Camp, children came down from Lunana highland to the
mountainous regions during the winter. This project made it
clear that there are social issues such as the acceptance of the
highlanders among the Bhutanese and a lack of interaction
between these communities. In addition, the Winter Camp
proved that it is crucial to secure very limited human
resources as teachers to continue educational activities in
various areas of the country.

During the lecture, Prof. Yamada discussed the
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25th Lecture “Considering Development Issues in
the Pacific Island Region from the Perspective of

the SDGs”
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establishment of Bhutan’s first FabLab as well. FabLab is a
workshop equipped with high-tech digital machinery that
people can use for free. The appeal of FabLab is that it allows
users to customize their manufacture and create things
themselves. Moreover, it offers an opportunity to connect to
the network of FabLabs around the world and get a piece of
advice from experienced people. Such a project has a huge
potential for a mountainous country like Bhutan with poor
accessibility to rural areas.

Prof. Yamada summarized his talk and highlighted the
universal value of sustainable development goals (SDGs) to
leave no one behind by leading SDG-4 to provide quality
education for all and SDG-9 to create the foundation for
industry and technological innovation.
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Dr. Hisao Sekine, Dean, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba

[ Date ]June 18,2021 (Fri)
Zoom Meeting

The 25th Public Lecture Series, “The Future of Central
Eurasia and Japan,” was held on June 18, 2021. Our guest
speaker, Prof. Hisao Sekine, Dean of the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Tsukuba,
delivered a lecture entitled “Considering Development Issues
in the Pacific Island Region from the Perspective of the
Sustainable Development Goals.”

After graduating from university, Prof. Sekine worked for a
private company. Later, the Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers (JOCV) dispatched him to the Solomon Islands in
Melanesia as a youth overseas cooperation member. Since
then, he has been researching the relationship between social
development and local culture in Pacific island countries for
many years. Prof. Sekine has a rich experience as a
practitioner and teacher, and in recent years has been engaged
in research on international development from the
perspective of the SDGs. In this session, Dr. Sekine talked
about the necessity of re-inventing and implementing the
SDGs for Pacific island countries due to the region’s unique
conditions, focusing on the case of the Solomon Islands and
the case of the Marshall Islands in Micronesia.

The region of Pacific island countries is divided into three
subregions: Melanesia, Polynesia, and Micronesia. Each of
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26th Lecure: “SDGs and Multicultural Society:
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these subregions has a different level of remoteness from the
continent and availability of resources. Due to these
conditions, countries of the region face difficulties in
economic growth through economic development. According
to Prof. Sekine, primary economic activities in this area
include rents from sources such as:

a) overseas remittances from migrants; b) development
assistance from foreign countries and international
organizations; ¢) income from industries such as tourism and
aviation; d) activities based on mutually beneficial and
intimate relationships built on people’s geographical and
blood ties, in other words, a subsistence economy.

Using a variety of examples, Prof. Sekine discussed how to
incorporate the “autonomy” orientation of controlling the
future of the countries of this region and support from other
countries into the re-invention of the SDGs specific to the

area.
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Niseko Town, Hokkaido, a Pioneering Project” [y S T

N

Mr. Keita Yamamoto, Deputy Mayor of Niseko Town,
Mr. Tomoki Nakatani, Teacher at Niseko High School

[ Date ]July 8,2021 (Thu)
Zoom Meeting

The 26th Public Lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan” Series took place on July 8, 2021. Two guest
speakers, namely, Mr. Keita Yamamoto, Deputy Mayor of
Niseko Town, and Mr. Tomoki Nakatani, a teacher at Niscko
High School, gave a lecture entitled “SDGs and Multicultural
Society — Niseko Town, Hokkaido, a Pioneering Attempt.”

Niseko is a town within the jurisdiction of the Goshi
Promotion Bureau in Hokkaido. It is famous for its beautiful
mountain, Niseko Annupuri, and its ski resorts with high-
quality powder snow. Regularly, the town has a population of
about 5,000. However, in winter, skiers from all over the
world come to enjoy Niseko’s powder snow, and the
population tends to increase by about 600 in winter and
decrease in summer. Based on this background, the speakers
talked about how Niseko Town is working to achieve the
SDGs and realize a multicultural society from two
perspectives: administration and education.

Mr. Keita Yamamoto, Deputy Mayor of the town, talked
about the administrative aspects of the town, focusing on
diversity. One of the initiatives to realize a society with
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27th Lecture “Communication Issues in Japan, a

Multicultural Society: Thinking about Language

Education Opened to Diversity”
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diversity awareness is the Coordinators for International
Relations (CIR) program. International residents fluent in
Japanese live in Niseko as CIRs and participate in various
activities such as reading picture books from around the
world, appearing on the radio, and teaching Japanese to other
international residents of Niseko.

Mr. Tomoki Nakatani gave a talk about the Global
Environment Course at Niseko High School. This course is an
educational program that fosters diversity in the local
community. The Global Environment Course aims to nurture
global human resources active in the local community and
includes lectures by local global leaders such as the
Community Development Cooperation Volunteers and
classes with international coordinators. As a unique
initiative, an example of a fourth-year high school student
was discussed. Before the new coronavirus pandemic
outbreak, the students trained at a hotel in Malaysia. They
train at a winery in the Niseko area, where they learn various
skills and attitudes, not just global awareness.

The town is not entirely free of tension between its
residents and international residents. However, Niseko Town
calls this “creative disagreement” and welcomes it to create
an environment of mutual respect. In line with the SDGs
concept of “leaving no one behind,” it is evident that the
people of Niseko Town are taking local issues into their own
hands, discussing and acting on them regardless of their
position or background. This approach to creating a diverse
society left a deep impression on the audience.
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Dr. Noriko Okamoto, Professor, Graduate School of
International Relations, Faculty of International
Relations, Tokyo International University

[ Date |July 26,2021 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting
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The 27th Public Lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan” Series took place on July 21, 2021. For this event,
the guest speaker, Dr. Noriko Okamoto, Professor of the
School of International Relations at Tokyo International
University, delivered a lecture entitled “Communication
Issues in Multicultural Society in Japan: Considering
Language Education in the Context of Diversity.”

Dr. Okamoto is active in sociolinguistics, Japanese
language education, and language education policy and
serves as vice president of the Japan Association for
Language Policy Studies. She has been actively engaged in
research on the necessity of visual communication in
language education policy in Japan. Also, Dr. Okamoto has
proposed a pedagogy that incorporates skills such as “seeing”
into the conventional four skills and five domains of language
education.

In this lecture, the main discussion was about what kind of
linguistic skills will be emphasized in a world where media
development is accompanied by the rise of communication
that emphasizes visual information. In addition, when society
becomes multilingual and multicultural, and people from
various backgrounds learn and use a single language, how
will smooth communication look? To answer these questions,
Dr. Okamoto touched upon the following topics.

Nowadays, there are more and more situations in which
important information that concerns the lives of various
people must be transmitted and communicated, such as the
spread of COVID-19 infection and natural disasters. In these
situations, information designed to be as intuitive and easy to
understand as possible for people who do not understand
much Japanese, such as easy Japanese and public signs, is
needed. However, the ability to “see” without relying on
words is similar to grammar based on cultural background.
Even basic visual information such as arrows and
illustrations are understood based on the tacit knowledge of
one’s mother tongue and culture. In this context, Dr.
Okamoto spoke about the latest trends and initiatives
undertaken in the medical and administrative fields.

She also talked about the future of language education from
the perspective of “unlearning,” including examples of actual
classes. Dr. Okamoto showed how activities for a critical re-
examination of current values and reflection on them through
dialogue with others provide the basis for gaining the
flexibility to adopt new values and knowledge.

Other examples included observing common linguistic
usage in LINE stamps and a first-hand experience of how
visual signs can be viewed differently depending on one’s
linguistic and cultural background. It was a meeting that
brought about a new awareness of issues in each participant’s
language life.
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28th Lecture “Leading University Global Human Resource
Development Projects to Success: Project Management

Methodology from a Practitioner’s Perspective”
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Mr. Sei Matsushita, Specially Appointed Lecturer,
Global Education Center, Kinki University

August 2, 2021 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

The 28th Public Lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan Future” took place on August 2, 2021. The guest
speaker, Mr. Sei Matsushita, Specially Appointed Lecturer of
the Global Education Center at Kinki University, gave a
lecture entitled “Leading a University’s Global Human
Resource Development Project to Success: A Practitioner’s
Perspective on Project managerial position Methodology.”

Mr. Matsushita studied Russian and Kyrgyz languages at
the University of Tsukuba. As a graduate student at the
University of Tsukuba, he conducted stylistic research on
Kyrgyz literary works. Currently, Mr. Matsushita has been
involved in project planning, organization, and managerial
position at Kinki University. In this lecture, based on his
practical experience of managing projects that must produce a
particular result within a deadline, Mr. Matsushita explained
what a project is and provided examples of actual project
managerial positions, including personal work.

According to the lecture, KKJ (experience, intuition, and
personal virtue) is essential for any project’s success in
working on university projects. However, even these three
skills have not been developed yet, and there may come a
time it is required to work on a project and lead it to success.
At that time, the lecture proceeded from the point of view of
what kind of technique would increase the reproducibility of
the project’s success with “novelty” and “timeliness.”

There are five phases in a project managerial position:

ELINT3 ELINT3 EEINT3

“start-up,” “planning,” “execution,” “conclusion,” and
“monitoring and control,” which are related to all of them. In
this presentation, Mr. Matsushita discussed the key
techniques required in each phase to do a reliable job,

including familiar to many people brainstorming. He also
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29th Lecture “The Forefront of Japanese Digital
Dictionary Research: Towards Language Support Tools

that Meet the Needs and Abilities of Individuals”
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mentioned other methods, such as the KJ method and writing
out WBS (Work Breakdown Structure), which may be not
familiar to a broader audience but are essential for a smooth
project. In addition, Mr. Matsushita talked about the
fundamental techniques required to do the job reliably in
each phase. He also explained the latest trends in IT
technology to improve work efficiency, which is necessary
now that online education and projects are being promoted,

EEINTS

using three keywords: “cloud collaboration,” “automation,”
and “no code.”

During the Q&A session, many questions and comments
were received. In particular, practitioners with experience in
managing projects and other participants of this session both
from and outside the university raised insightful questions. It
was an excellent opportunity to think about how to apply the

techniques discussed in the session flexibly.
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Dr. Masato Yazawa, Professor of Humanities and
Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba

August 24,2021 (Tue)
Zoom Meeting

The 29th Public Lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan” Series was held on August 24, 2021. The guest
speaker, Dr. Makoto Yazawa, Professor of the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Tsukuba,
delivered a lecture on “The Forefront of Japanese Digital
Dictionary Research: Towards Language Support Tools that
Meet the Individual Needs and Abilities.”

Dr. Makoto Yazawa in Humanities and the Graduate
Student of Arts, Letters, and Linguistics at the University of
Tsukuba, Dr. Yazawa has been conducting research and
teaching in Japanese linguistics and subject education for
more than 30 years since he joined the university in 1989. In
addition to his research on Japanese grammar, he has also
been active in language education, compiling Japanese
dictionaries such as the Meikyo Kokugo Jiten and writing

Newsletter vol.6 August. 2022

7 27 & HA H Central Asia and Japan



ey o7 HA E Central Asia and Japan

YATLORBREAL LTOWEBL H 54 L, SN
AR A RIET 2 2 LI KE I N TEE LA,
Sl SHETI, 0T, Al 7Y 8 VR L as
W QRSB 2 R ICERAL T 5T, HAGEZ
BANLICE S THARFE TS I NMNEFEBED L) RFEL
BoTwsh, £L5H%OHART Y S VEEOTIEIC
DWT, RGO R L B L W2 EF L,
ANFHORERY, BRERT— s BELY T
Ly M 2 X 9 ML S T v 2 B, [
BLE 313, RESHEERERIILE Tb0, Th
B7EFTHEL, FHFICARRL T2 HABO R ®R % i
g 29— ADHELERZDDTHY, HAHELZITT
BB - BT L E R IO HAEOBITIC A 29—
Al EDILTY, EIHEVNIOL) BY—ER
ELTHRBET 27201k, VY Ay 79—t A, i)l
w2 LCEEIRIER &\ ) Z00% S HULET, |
IS RIRIENT B DI LD & D BITIELED,
7o, EDO L) BRI R T 1 L 0 BN TR
BHEATOE F L, ANEEDSETREEZ 45
BEEHGIET, FHLLICEb ST, ERCEYT
DHFEDFIRIC ED DL ZEHTE, & 5 ICREL Lft
FHETOREKOHES, SOz RO L <, X&E
AN RIS OV THAZ FHICHET 272 L,
BT ORI S BB O AR E LS,
KRERBICEHALRHEE L) £ LT, :

£ 30E aaFBIcsIF3EADOHR

rITNR]

30th Lecture “Japan’s Diplomacy with Central

Asia in the Wake of the Corona Disaster”
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textbooks. In this lecture, Dr. Yazawa talked about the
research results on Japanese digital dictionaries for Japanese
language learners and the future development of Japanese
digital dictionaries as the movement for social reform using
IoT and Al technology is active worldwide.

With the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic and the
concept of storing textbooks and works on tablets, Japanese
dictionaries are no longer just a source of linguistic
information. Still, they are the basis of a service that provides
users with the Japanese language information they lack.
According to the producing company, the service will help
users read and write and listen and speak. Three concepts
such as one-stop service, individualized response, and
linking to language activities are necessary for electronic
dictionaries to function. The talk proceeded from what kind
of research is required to implement these concepts in society
and conducted experiments and observations. Elementary
school students can quickly find the meaning of the word,
compare definitions in different dictionaries, and go beyond
the category of language to investigate the historical context
in which it was written by using an electronic dictionary for
reading texts regardless of their academic level. It was a very
stimulating lecture that made the listeners imagine the future
of electronic dictionaries.

Mr. Yoshinori Takeda, Director, Central Asia and the
Caucasus Office, European Affairs Bureau, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan

September 10, 2021 (Fri)
Zoom Meeting

The 30th public lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan” series was held on September 10, 2021. The guest
speaker, Mr. Yoshinori Takeda, Director of Central Asia and
the Caucasus Division of European Affairs Bureau of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, delivered a lecture
entitled “Japan’s diplomacy towards Central Asia in the era of
the pandemic.”
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31th Lecture “Thinking about SDGs from Ishigaki

Island as a Multi-ethnic Society”

Mr. Takeda joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
after graduating from the Graduate School for Law and
Politics at the University of Tokyo. During his time at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Takeda served as a deputy
director of the Minister’s Secretariat, principal deputy
director of the Middle East and African Affairs Bureau, First
Secretary of the Permanent Mission of Japan to the United
Nations, Political Counsellor at the Embassy of Japan in Iran.
Currently, he serves as a director of the Central Asia and
Caucasus Division of the European Affairs Bureau. Mr.
Takeda is one of Japan’s leading experts in the international
cooperation between Japan and Central Asia. In this lecture,
he talked about the current situation of the five Central Asian
countries that will celebrate 30 years of establishing
diplomatic relations with Japan in 2022, the various
frameworks of the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue, and
the relationship with Afghanistan, which continues to be
tense.

Since 2004, the Foreign Ministers’ Meeting has been held
in the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue framework. Japan
has been working to help Central Asia achieve stable and
independent development, focusing on infrastructure,
agriculture, and transportation. And the University of
Tsukuba has contributed to this cooperative relationship
between Japan and Central Asia in human resource
development. Besides Japan, Central Asia also cooperates
with countries in the EU, Korea, India, the United States,
Russia, and China. Cooperation with each of these partners
has different key aspects. For instance, a priority area in
cooperation between Central Asia and Russia is international
security, given the situation in Afghanistan. In the case of
cooperation with China, it is a trading partner in natural gas
and other resources; with the EU, a priority lies in
international cooperation for human rights and democracy;
and with Korea, cooperation priorities include economy.
Similarly, the “Central Asia plus Japan” dialogue has various
aspects of cooperation.

At the end of his lecture, Mr. Takeda also discussed the
response of the Central Asian countries to the rapid
developments in Afghanistan. It was a unique opportunity to
rethink many issues in Central Asia, a geopolitically
important region.
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Mr. Yoshitaka Matsuda, Journalist
September 16, 2021 (Thu)
Zoom Meeting

The 31st Public Lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan” Series was held on September 16, 2021. Mr.
Yoshitaka Matsuda, a journalist, was invited as a guest
speaker to give a lecture entitled “The Perspective on SDGs
from Ishigaki Island as a Multiethnic Society.”

Mr. Matsuda joined the Tokachi Mainichi Shimbun (Daily
Tokachi newspaper) in April 1991, where he worked as a
reporter for the political and economic department. Since
February 1993, he has been a reporter for the Yaecyama
Mainichi Shimbun (Daily Yaeyama newspaper) on Ishigaki
Island, Okinawa Prefecture. Mr. Matsuda continuously
carried out the coverage of events on the Yaeyama Islands in
Okinawa.

Currently, Mr. Matsuda is working as a freelance journalist
based in Taiwan. In 2004, he won the Okinawa Times
Publishing Culture Award for his book “Taiwan in Yaeyama”
by Nanzansha. In this lecture, he talked about the lifestyle of
the Taiwanese immigrants in Ishigaki Island and shared
unique photographs.

Ishigaki Island is close to Taiwan. The distance from
Ishigaki to Naha on the main island of Okinawa is about
400km, while it is 230km from Ishigaki to Taipei, which is
nearly half the distance to Naha. Because of this geographical
background, many immigrants from Taiwan have visited
Ishigaki Island since long time ago, and their descendants
still live there. In addition, the area around Ishigaki Island has
a history of accepting immigrants from Okinawa Island and
Miyako Island after the war leading to the development of
many settlements. For this reason, in Okinawa, local records
are often compiled by small characters rather than
municipalities. Although there is a movement to collect local
histories in Taiwanese immigrant communities, many
immigrants did not have the opportunity to receive an
education. It seems that the transmission of history is mainly
dependent on photographs and newspaper articles.

In the latter half of his lecture, Mr. Matsuda talked about
the Land Gong Festival, passed down from generation to
generation in the Taiwanese immigrant community, with
numerous photographs. The Land Gong Festival is held on
the 15th day of the 8th lunar month by Taiwanese people and
is a unique festival in which pigs are offered to pray for a
good harvest and sound health.

In the Okinawa region, each island and each area still has
its language and culture, and it is a region that maintains
diversity. This lecture was an excellent opportunity to learn
about the past activities of minority groups to preserve their
traditional culture and think of its transmission to future
generations.
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32th Lecture “The Future of Central Eurasia and

Japan”
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Dr. Takuya Soma, associate professor at the
Hakubi Centre of the Kyoto University

October 18,2021 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

The 32nd Public Lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan” Series was held on October 18, 2021. This time,
we invited Dr. Takuya Soma, associate professor at the
Hakubi Center of the Kyoto University, to give a lecture titled
“In Search of the Origins of the Secret Art of Cavalry Eagle
Hunting Culture on the Silk Road: A Story of Encounters and
Farewells between Golden Eagles and Kazakh Eagle
Hunters.”

This time, as a geographer, he talked about the culture of
mounted falconry among the Kazakh people in Western
Mongolia, where he had conducted fieldwork for two years.
Dr. Soma spent two years conducting field research on
Kazakh nomads and eagle hunters in the village of Sagsai in
Bayan-Olgii Province, a region with a sizeable Kazakh
population located on the western edge of Mongolia and
bordering Russia and China.

In this lecture, he talked about the “meeting and parting”
between humans and golden eagles often bred for mounted
falconry and how they relate to each other. The golden eagles
used for falconry are not bred until they die, but instead,
hunters catch eaglets in their nests and accustom them to
humans. After about five years of hunting, when golden
eagles are ready for reproduction, they are released into the
wild. Once the golden eagles are caught, hunters train them
through various procedures such as balancing to stay on their
arms, feeding to keep them healthy, and wearing blindfolded
hats to prevent them from attacking livestock and children
before the winter hunting season starts. Golden eagles are
very voracious eaters, so about 250 kilograms of food must be
prepared annually.

Although mounted falconry is a laborious and costly
activity, the falconry fox fur is used to make traditional
costumes, beautiful and ornate tools are made for falconry,
and a sense of reverence and sanctity toward the golden eagle
is fostered. It is an irreplaceable culture that forms the core of
the Kazakh people’s relationship with nature. However, there
are few problems. Recently, the number of people who own
golden eagles for the festival has increased. There is a
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concern that the Kazakh falconry culture will not survive if
the falconry culture becomes a demonstration and the
cultivated so far view of worshipping nature declines.

During the Q&A session, listeners asked a wide range of
questions, starting from the Mongolian and Kazakh falconry
to the world falconry as a whole and questions about
fieldwork from the students.
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Mr. Takaaki Inada, Photographer
March 7, 2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

The 33rd Public Lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan” Series was held on March 7, 2022, featuring
photographer Takaaki INADA with a lecture titled “Travel
Photographer — Breakthrough Power of the Fusion of
Photography, Visual Expression, and Academia.”

After graduating from university, Takaaki INADA traveled
around the world, taking pictures of various people and
landscapes worldwide, which inspired him to start a career as
a photographer after returning to Japan. Today, while
working as a portrait photographer, he also travels the world
and pursues photography. Takaaki INADA has also made
significant contributions to disseminating research findings to
society since he accompanied as a photographer during the
fieldwork of our previous guest speaker, professor Takuya
SOMA of the Hakubi Center at Kyoto University. Takaaki
INADA has also accompanied NipCA Fellows on their study
tours.

Takaaki INADA shared photos of animals and people taken
in Mongolia and Nepal in this lecture. Participants were
captivated by the beautiful shots of Mongolian horses,
moments of successful hunting by Kazakh eagle hunters,
vivid portraits of people preserving their traditional way of
life, and majestic nature that had the power to take the
viewers to a different part of the world.

The second half of the lecture was memorable for its

Newsletter vol.6 August. 2022



RT3 2 TiRICHTwARTICR S, #Hifs LwE
HOBLICBME IR T INE L,

HHEOB LTI, THEARS ZLOBKE LT 5%
AlER - BUET 2 L BRKDOANEADOWOY), THhD L
V) BEESHIRITL 72, KOfEBE L HITHA T
CAZ DXL HA R EDBEEL 45 2K LT
EDORUIEDHOPNTFE L, E6l2, ThX71E7
AT IALET—b2FALEE 2 72DICA TRy —)L
Ths) EDI LT, FETIEE BTN Z
AT LT, hEHHIZAHSNTOARVWI ETHALIC
ZONBEDRIP T2, wblid T8, 2o
ENTEDLEV) BREZMEC 2 &3 TEFE LA, At

HEYLE Tl B R BB IS B 1 2 M 20031,
ih\%mﬁ_ﬁﬁ_%?%_k&&%&tﬁﬁﬁmé
., WA OHEHS &L THIERICS K O-R - a X
VRO L 7, HEEEEE SRR AWICE T Sh
TiEE LR ) E L1,

impressive revelation of the meaning of photography as
“records and memories of the present are a gift to humanity
of the future.” Takaaki INADA explained the importance of
preserving the precious “present” of people’s culture and
nature that is disappearing with time. In addition, he
emphasized that “a camera is an indispensable tool for the
fusion of academism and art” because it helps to convey ideas
more easily by presenting research results visually rather than
in words, even if these ideas are little known. In this way,
visual expression can become the very “breakthrough
power.”

The lecture was followed by a Q&A session where the
audience could ask various questions about the equipment
and the details of shooting in harsh weather conditions, which
prompted more questions and comments than in previous
lectures. In addition, the audience asked plenty of questions
about the photographer himself, as they were fascinated by
his personality.

Efas me Special Lecture and Discussion “The Road to Digital

Transformation to Change Society”

Special Lecture and Discussion “The Road to Digital Transformation to Change Society”
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1st Lecture “To Promote Digital Reform of Public
Administration - Digital Reform Related Laws

and Perspectives on Problem Solving”

As part of the infrastructure-building activities of the
Nippon Foundation Central Asia-Japan Human Resource
Development Project, a series of public lectures titled Special
Lecture and Discussion “The Road to Digital Transformation
to Change Society” are held online. This series of lectures are
designed to provide information on the world’s Best and
Worst Practices for Social Transformation by experts in a
variety of fields. The aim is to develop human resources who
can promote social transformation through learning about
various case studies that use digital technology to solve and
improve local and global issues.
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Dr. Fumio Shimpo, Professor, Faculty of Policy
Managment, Keio University

November 11,2021 (Thu)
Zoom Meeting

The 1st Special Lecture and Discussion “The Road to
Digital Transformation to Change Society” was held on
November 11, 2021. The lecture was titled “The Road to
Digital Transformation to Change Society” and was followed
by a discussion among the participants. The lecture was
conducted by a professor of Keio University, Fumio Shimpo.

After completing his doctoral studies at Komazawa
University Graduate School of Law, Professor Shimpo
became an associate professor at the Graduate School of
Library, Information and Media Studies, University of
Tsukuba, and has been teaching at the Faculty of Policy
Management at Keio University since 2013, specializing in
constitutional law, information law, and robot law. He is
especially known for his advanced research on Al networks
and information ethics, etc. In this lecture, he talked about
various issues related to DX (Digital Transformation),
including the development of laws, by considering DX
(Digital Transformation) of public administration as a
problem of our society. The speaker discussed various issues
related to DX, including the development of laws and
regulations.

For more than 20 years since the IT Basic Law was
established in 2000, Japan has been developing laws to
promote IT in various public fields, such as public
administration and education, and hasn’t been falling behind
other European countries with advanced IT systems.
However, Japan’s administrative DX has not progressed very
far. Some of the problems unique to Japan and the opinions of
the public on the current system were introduced. For
example, one of the principles of digital procedures is that all
procedures can be done in one place and without delay using
digital technology, but this has not been thoroughly
implemented in Japan’s administrative procedures, which has
resulted in an incomplete DX system. The culture of using
stamps and fax-communication being still in use are typical
examples. In addition, despite the simplification of various
administrative procedures through digitalization,
government fails to convey information to citizens due to a
lack of sufficient communication, and there is a fear of
surveillance by the state, as seen in opinions about the
linkage between My Number and bank accounts. Therefore,
these factors have slowed the DX of administrative
procedures.

After these issues were raised, a discussion took place
between the lecturers and participants. Dr. Shimpo was asked
many questions by participants, such as “What are the
problems in communication from the government regarding
DX, and what kind of communication should it learn?”, “Is
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Session 2: “Why Japan Needs to shift to E-Government?
-Development of Public DX and Elimination of the Uneven
Distribution of IT Human Resources in the Private Sector

R 18 K (FRA% ELS| Y ¥ — Fik - ERIEEY

g6
(FEfEE 12022 1H 118 (X)
Zoom Meeting

M4 1T H11H (K). % 2 Special Lecture
and Discussion “The Road to Digital Transformation
to Change Society” Z BifE\v>7- L £ L 7z, S,
PR ELSI & v & —Fr iR CAERE A 882 Tdh 2
HBEK zic S HE L, THROE FBIF L2 72
HIEL DD ? — IT AMORANDRIENE & 23 DX o
FE—) LETHEE L QW E, Z20%, BnE
ZFLATCDTA Ay avzifuE L,

S 3, WIENO TAHH Lo AL L2 2
W DHEABTOONTED, HAD DXWEOHE—A
ZTLHHET, MO THEETIX, TY Y ILEG
DX) 2k 2754 L7 FORTRI S Z EXTPH
SNBEMICOVTHHL TR utg, BRoHA
ICARLTwS 2 ez E E DS LA D DOBELL
TWi7Z&F L,

HARBUFIX, 4 TD AL I DX RERT o BE % i
I} %< 2021 FFICFEHEZ A Y — F ¥ TWwET, DX
DEBUL, EMINLBREE Y 77— 5% % Al SR
L. ARtz 7 4 — F Yy 7313 Society 5.0
ZHEET OISR I LTY, ZoEaicid, ToT i
F o TR S Nk 4 iRz I, YA N—Z=[TY 7

the government anonymous when using avatars, and where
does the responsibility lie?”” ,”What should the government
change or do to improve its cloud?” etc. and he precisely
answered them. In such an exchange, Dr. Shimpo’s reversal of
the idea that “in Japan, where natural disasters are frequent,
cash money is useful in times of emergency, so it is not
necessarily right to go completely digital,” seemed to have
caught many participants who thought digitalization was a
good thing in the wrong direction.
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Dr. Osamu Sudo, Director, ELSI Center and Professor, Faculty
of International Information Studies, Chuo University

[ Date |January 11,2022 (Tue)
Zoom Meeting

The 2nd Special Lecture and Discussion of “The Road to
Digital Transformation to Change Society” series was held on
January 11, 2022. Our guest speaker, Dr. Osamu Sudo,
professor of the Faculty of International Information Studies
and director of the ELSI Center at Chuo University, delivered
a lecture on “Why is e-Government Necessary in Japan?”
followed by a discussion with the participants.

Professor Sudo is the chair of the Cabinet Office’s Council
of Human-Centered Al Social Principles and a leading expert
on digital transformation (DX) research in Japan. In this
lecture, he explained the expected changes in the paradigm
shift caused by the digital revolution. He then talked about
barriers for DX in Japan by comparing it with other
countries.

The Japanese government started a plan in 2021 to deliver
the benefits of DX and science and technology to all people,
and the realization of DX is necessary to achieve “Society
5.0,” in which AI analyzes the vast amount of accumulated
big data and feeds it back to human society. This society
includes concepts such as the “digital twin,” which simulates
the future by recreating the real in cyberspace based on
various information obtained through the IoT. The
“metaverse” creates a space different from that that currently
exists. These concepts have in common that they involve a
Cyber-Physical System (CPS) that analyzes data from the
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Session 3 “Challenges and Possibilities of Spatio-
Temporal Information Research (H-GIS)

KE B RERAZLELR BEAZEERIR)
2022 1H28H (&)
Zoom Meeting

M4 1 H28H (). % 31nl Special Lecture
and Discussion “The Road to Digital Transformation
to Change Society” Z B L £ L 7z, Slalix, LK
PREBBL T, BOERYPEHBILTH 2 /K5 RK 2 i
ICBEHE L, TRPZEEREHRUTZE (H-GIS) DRE & nlRErE:
LT LHREEZ L TV E, ZOBRSBNEICLDE T4
AAyyaviitTeE L,

KEFRAZ, HRICE T 287 Y 7RO E - AN&
ELTREICDOEDA VY FRNPHBE? Y 7DA Y FA
IZDWTOIEZ TN, Z7a—3L - XA Y —Of
B HARCRAEFNEETHHDY T, SHO 5

physical world in which we live in cyberspace and uses that
data again in physical space.

However, there are numerous issues and barriers to
achieving this kind of society. For instance, the profitability
of deploying a 5G communications network as the basis of
DX in rural areas and depopulated areas is controversial. In
addition, when implementing DX in government and general
business, there are issues such as public opinion on the “My
Number” system and the variety of data formats among local
governments and institutions for Al analysis. In addition, one
of the key issues in Japan compared to other countries is that
ICT human resources are concentrated in IT companies, and
the execution of specific tasks related to the promotion of DX
is dependent on such companies.

After Prof. Sudo’s lecture, a lively discussion ensued with a
wide range of questions on reducing the bias of ICT human
resources, cybersecurity issues, and the handling of
personalities in the metaverse.

Lecturer] Dr. Tsukasa Mizushima, Professor Emeritus,
University of Tokyo and Visiting Professor, The
Open University of Japan

[ Date ]January 28, 2022 (Fri)
Zoom Meeting

On Tuesday, January 28, 2022, the NipCA project held the
3rd Special Lecture and Discussion “The Road to Digital
Transformation to Change Society” series. We invited Dr.
Mizushima Tsukasa, Professor Emeritus of the University of
Tokyo and Visiting Professor of the Open University of
Japan. Professor Mizushima delivered a lecture titled
“Challenges and Possibilities of Historical-Geographical
Information Systems (H-GIS),” followed by a discussion
among the participants.

As a leading researcher of South Asian history in Japan, Dr.
Mizushima has long conducted research on rural India and
Indians in Southeast Asia. He is also the one who introduced
the concept of global history to Japan. In this lecture, Dr.
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Session 4 “Human Factors Research for

Prevention of Traffic Accidents and Introduction

of Automatic Driving

Mizushima talked about developing research using H-GIS
(Historical Geographical Information System/Science,
Space-Time Information Research).

In historical research, toponyms constitute a significant
source of information about a location. However, they
sometimes move or disappear due to merging, dividing rural
and urban places, or changing names. GIS is a map database
retrieval system with a base map, a place name retrieval
system, and GIS software that integrates spatial information
with statistics and other information associated with a
location. It makes GIS indispensable for historical research.
Dr. Mizushima advocates the construction of H (Historical)-
GIS by adding the element of time to existing GIS. In this
case, GIS will arrange spatial information in chronological
order and accumulate data for analysis. The development of
H-GIS is currently underway. It will be so intuitive and
simple that “even a second grader can use it.” H-GIS is
expected to collect spatial information linked to the time axis
from many people and accumulate a vast volume of data.

Professor Mizushima highlighted the potential of H-GIS as
it can steadily present hypotheses and verify arguments by
converting many elements into spatial information and
comparing them in the form of layers. Compared to Europe,
where a great deal of knowledge has traditionally been
accumulated, Asia is lagging. Such difference in information
has directly led to the difference in research capabilities.
However, Professor Mizushima gave a very stimulating
lecture on how H-GIS can bridge this gap and make it
possible to create cutting-edge research from Asia.

After the lecture, students and professors in history asked
many questions about the advantages of applying H-GIS in
their research and the system itself. This discussion deepened
their knowledge about the new system and its use in research.
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Mr. Genya Abe, Researcher, Automatic Driving Research
Department, Japan Automobile Research Institute, Professor,
University of Tsukuba (Collaborative Graduate School)

Feburary 17,2022 (Thu)
Zoom Meeting

On Thursday, February 17, 2022, the 4th special lecture and
discussion in the series “The Road to Digital Transformation
to Change Society” was held. Our invited speaker was ABE
Genya, Ph.D., a researcher at the Automated Driving Division
of the Japan Automobile Research Institute (JARI) and
professor at the University of Tsukuba. Professor Abe gave a
lecture on “Human Factors Research for the Prevention of
Traffic Accidents and the Introduction of Automated
Driving,” followed by a discussion among the participants.

As an expert in cognitive systems development, Professor
Abe conducts research at the Japan Automotive Research
Institute to study human factors in driver assistance systems
and automated driving systems for driver safety. Professor
Abe discussed his research on human factors in automated
driving in this lecture.

In recent years, the number of deaths in traffic accidents
has decreased. Still, the proportion of older adults killed in
traffic crashes is increasing annually, which makes
preventing such accidents involving older persons one of the
most pressing issues. Traffic accident cases involving older
adults (aged 75 and older) are mostly a consequence of
improper vehicle operation.

The thought processes and actions associated with driving
include:

* Cognition (noticing pedestrians and vehicles).
* Judgment (assessing the crash risk).
* Control (steering wheel and brake control).

Driver assistance systems have been developed to help
drivers avoid accidents. However, research on systems alone
is not enough, as humans are primarily responsible for
driving the car. Therefore, it is necessary to study the “human
factor,” which is “the practical study of the human
capabilities, limitations, and characteristics necessary for
operations and systems to work safely and efficiently.” Thus,
it is about the trinity of humans, vehicles, and the
environment, adding human characteristics to the design,
such as how people use systems and behave under different
conditions.

Human factors research is necessary not only for the safe
operation of widely used driver assistance systems in practice
but also for the safety of drivers in “automatic driving,” in
which humans are not driving in principle. We need to know
more about humans to organically link human consciousness
and behavior to machine behavior and ensure safe driving.

During the discussion that followed the lecture, there were
many questions and comments about the benefits that
automated driving will bring to society and the potential for
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new services when automated driving is introduced into the
daily life of society.

This lecture allowed each participant to think about the
technical aspects of automated driving and the future
lifestyle it will bring.

EfsaiES Special Lecture and Discussion “Central Eurasian Studies

in East Asia and Beyond”

Special Lecture and Discussion “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and Beyond”
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DR EIET O — B & L T, Special Lecture and
Discussion “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and
Beyond” L9 % N Z, AT A VICKD Y
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As part of the infrastructure-building activities of the
Nippon Foundation’s Central Asia-Japan Human Resource
Development Project, a series of public lectures entitled
“Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and Beyond” will be
held online. The series of lectures, will be held in English and
Japanese. The purpose of this series is to introduce Central
Eurasian Studies in Japan and East Asia in English and to
promote research and human resource development in this
field.

25 18] [Prepublication Seminar “The Grass is Always Greener?
Unpacking Uzbek Migration to Japan”]

1st Lecture “Prepublication Seminar “The Grass is Always Greener? Unpacking Uzbek

29

Migration to Japan

Timur Dadabaev K JUEAZAXHESRHKER),
Mukaddam Akhmedova K (tk=X&# RSIFTE)

[FfER 12022 1H18H(X)

Zoom Meeting

20224 1 H18 H (k). % 1 [A] Special Lecture
and Discussion “Central Eurasian Studies in East
Asia and Beyond” Zffff\ 72 L £ L7z,

Dadabaev Timur & #Z ($i KA AN R) &
Akhmedova Mukaddam K (RSI) % & # Zz L.
MPrepublication Seminar. “The Grass is Always
Greener? Unpacking Uzbek Migration to Japan”; &
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Professor Timur Dadabaev, University of
Tsukuba and Dr. Mukaddam Akhmedova, RSI

[ Date |January 18,2022 (Tue)
Zoom Meeting

On Tuesday, January 18, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) hosted a pre-publication
seminar titled “The Grass is Always Greener? Unpacking
Uzbek Migration to Japan” delivered by Professor Timur
Dadabaev (University of Tsukuba) and Dr. Mukaddam
Akhmedova (RSI).

The seminar took place online via Zoom and attracted both
students and researchers from the University of Tsukuba and
attendees from other universities and research institutions.

Professor Dadabaev introduced the Special Lecture and
Discussion Series titled “Central Eurasian Studies in East
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FRE-PUBLICATION SEMINAR

THE GRASS IS ALWAYS GREENER?

UNPACKING UZBEK MIGRATION TO JAPAN

. TIMUR BADRBAEY. FEOFESSOHR 0F ITERNATIAAL RELATIONS
» EATVERSITY OF TRAX LA

Asia and Beyond”, which consists of several events designed
to highlight the most prominent findings and research studies
in the field. Professor Dadabaev invited everyone to join other
talks in the Lecture Series to be held in January and
February.

In his presentation, Professor Dadabaev spoke about his
newly edited book on Uzbek migration to Japan, which aims
to shift the discussion away from the popular narratives of
stigmatization and victimization of migrants. The book will
be published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2022.

The second speaker Dr. Mukaddam Akhmedova talked in
detail about the methodology of the conducted study. She
highlighted the challenges she has faced during data
collection and shared the strategies for overcoming them. Dr.
Akhmedova also spoke about the gendered dimension of
mobility and emphasized the role of ethnicity and religion.

The seminar was a great opportunity for everyone
interested in the topic of migration and Central Eurasian
studies to engage in an active dialogue with the authors. The
presentation was recorded and will be shared online.

' 55 2[E] [Women'’s Rights Activism in Kyrgyzstan |

| 2nd Lecture “Women’s Rights Activism in Kyrgyzstan”

Synat Sultanalieva K (Human Rights Watch
Researcher, Europe and Central Asia division)

[BafEE 12022 1A 24H(A)
[ 7 | Zoom Meeting

20224 1 H24 H (H). % 21 Special Lecture
and Discussion “Central Eurasian Studies in East
Asia and Beyond” % BifiEv>7- L £ L 7z, Sultanalieva
FA4Y - uxvF) 2BAZ
L .”Women’s rights activism in Kyrgyzstan” & # L 7=

Syinat & (k2 —=< -

Dr. Synat Sultanalieva, Human Rights Watch
Researcher, Europe and Central Asia division

[ Date |January 24,2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

On Tuesday, January 14, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) invited Dr. Sultanalieva
Syinat to speak on the topic of women’s rights activist
movements in Kyrgyzstan.
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58 3O [Neo-Eurasianism and
Russia’s Vision of the
International Order]

3rd Lecture “Neo-Eurasianism and
Russia’s Vision of the International

Order”

Dr. Sultanalieva received her doctoral degree from the
Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian Studies at the
University of Tsukuba in 2020 and currently works as a
Central Asian researcher at the Human Rights Watch. Prior to
joining Human Rights Watch, Dr. Sultanalieva has worked
extensively on the LGBTI and sex workers’ rights in Central
Asia.

The session took place online via Zoom and was open to
the public. The lecture was moderated by Professor Dadabaev
Timur(University of Tsukuba), who started the event by
introducing the Special Lecture and Discussion Series titled
“Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and Beyond”. This
lecture series features several events designed to highlight the
most prominent findings and research studies in the field.
Professor Dadabaev invited everyone to join other talks in the
Lecture Series to be held in February and March.

In her presentation, Dr. Sultanalieva introduced the concept
of the “nomadity of being” in an attempt to reframe non-
Western feminisms and challenge existing discourses
surrounding women’s rights movements in Central Asia. Her
book on the narratives of Kyrgyzstani women’s rights
activists, which is based on her doctoral thesis, will be
published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2022.

During the Q&A session, Dr. Sultanalieva was asked many
important questions about the theoretical foundation of her
study, as well as her findings.

The lecture covered an important topic of feminism in
Central Asia and presented all interested participants with an
opportunity to listen to Dr. Sultanalieva’s insights on the
topic and ask insightful questions. The presentation was
recorded and will be shared online.

Meo-Eurasianizm and
Russia’s Vision af
the International Order

!'":I. rlrz%ﬁ. .
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Professor Yukiko Hama, University of Shizuoka
February 7,2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, February 7, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) hosted a seminar titled
“Neo-Eurasianism and Russia’s Vision of the International
Order” delivered by Professor Yukiko Hama (University of
Shizuoka).

The seminar took place online via Zoom and was open to
the public. The event attracted established and aspiring
researchers from both Japan and abroad.

The moderator of the event, Professor Dadabaev
(University of Tsukuba) kicked off the event by introducing
the Special Lecture and Discussion Series titled “Central
Eurasian Studies in East Asia and Beyond”, which consists of
several events designed to highlight the most prominent
findings and research studies in the field. Professor Dadabaev
invited the audience to actively participate in the seminar and
ask their questions during the Q&A session. The participants
were also invited to join other talks to be held in February
and March.

Professor Hama started her presentation with explaining
the concept of “Eurasianism” and highlighting its origins
dating back to the early 1920s. The lecture proceeded with
the discussion of the revival of the notion in the 1990s and the
explanation of Neo-Eurasianism from the constructivist
perspective. Professor Hama, then, concluded her speech by
describing the shift in Russia’s approach to the international
order between the 1990s and 2010s.

During the Q&A session, Professor Hama was asked many
questions about her theoretical approach and her thoughts on
the past and current political and economic developments in
the Eurasian region. Professor Hama shared her expertise by
providing detailed answers to all questions.
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4th Lecture “How to Make the
International Community of Central
Asian Studies Coherent? Overcoming the
Gap between Western-Centrism and
Nationalism”
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Professor Tomohiko Uyama, Hokkaido
University

February 14, 2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, February 21, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) invited an established
Japanese scholar Professor Shigeto Sonoda (University of
Tokyo). Professor Sonoda’s lecture was titled “Central
Eurasian Views of East Asia: Findings from Asian Student
Survey 2018”.

The seminar took place online via Zoom and was open to
the public. The event was a part of the Special Lecture and
Discussion Series “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and
Beyond”, which consists of several seminars designed to
highlight the most prominent findings and research studies in
the field.

Professor Dadabaev (University of Tsukuba), who
moderated the session, opened the event by honoring the
memory of a distinguished Japanese scholar, Dr. Natsuko
Oka. Dr. Oka left a valuable legacy as both a friend and a
researcher, and the academic community will continue to
cherish her significant contribution to the field of Central
Asian studies.

After thanking the audience for joining the public seminar
and inviting the participants to attend the future talks to be
held in February and March, Professor Dadabaev gave the
floor to Professor Uyama.

Professor Uyama started his lecture with a summary of his
research background and his connection to the region, which
dates to the 1990s. The seminar proceeded with the
discussion of the discrepancies in research approaches
between Central Asian and Western scholars. Professor
Uyama then highlighted the crisis of area studies and
academic freedom and explained that a possible solution to
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25 58] [ Central Eurasian Views
of East Asia: Findings from
Asian Student Survey 2018

5th Lecture “Central Eurasian Views of
East Asia: Findings from Asian Student
Survey 2018”
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these issues is to develop Central Asian studies through a
dialogue between Western and Central Asian scholars.

During the Q&A session, Professor Uyama was asked
many questions about the future of Central Asian studies and
the current trends in the academic field. Professor Uyama
provided detailed and clear answers to all questions.

The seminar was a great opportunity for everyone
interested in Central Eurasian studies to exchange ideas with
one of the distinguished Japanese scholars on Central Asia.
The presentation was recorded and will be shared on the
program’s Youtube channel:
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Central Ewrasian Views of Easf Asia:
Fiudings from Asion Stadeni Swrvey 2008

Professor Shigeto Sonoda, University of Tokyo
February 21, 2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, February 21, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) invited an established
Japanese scholar Professor Shigeto Sonoda (University of
Tokyo). Professor Sonoda’s lecture was titled “Central
Eurasian Views of East Asia: Findings from Asian Student
Survey 2018”.

The seminar took place online via Zoom and was open to
the public. The event was a part of the Special Lecture and
Discussion Series “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and
Beyond”, which consists of several seminars designed to
highlight the most prominent findings and research studies in
the field.

Professor Dadabaev (University of Tsukuba), who
moderated the session, opened the event by greeting the
audience and inviting participants to attend the upcoming
lectures and roundtables to be held in March. After
introducing Professor Sonoda and his outstanding research
achievements, Professor Dadabaev gave the floor to the
speaker.

Professor Sonoda started his lecture with an explanation of
the concept of “national sentiments” and its role in
international relations. Professor Sonoda highlighted the
contribution of constructivist scholars to our understanding
of international actors and their behaviors and emphasized
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the importance of interdisciplinary approach to research. The
seminar continued with the introduction of the Central Asia
Barometer (2012-) and the discussion of the advantages of the
Asian Student Survey (Third Wave), which provides a wider
coverage of (Asian) countries. Professor Sonoda concluded
his lecture with presenting the findings of his study
conducted in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan.

During the Q&A session, the audience asked Professor
Sonoda many questions about conducting sociological
research in different political and socio-cultural contexts and
applying various methodological tools to ensure the validity
of data. Professor Sonoda provided interesting and clear
answers to all questions.

The seminar was a great opportunity for the participants to
learn about some of the findings from Professor Sonoda’s
remarkable study.

I 25 6 [@ [ Roundtable “Migration Issues in Central Asia” |
l 6th Roundtable “Migration Issues in Central Asia”

Rustam Urinboyev K (Lund University Assosiate
Professor), Sherzod Eraliev K (University of
Helsinki)
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Assosiate Professor Rustam Urinboyev, Lund
University and Dr. Sherzod Eraliev, University
of Helsinki

March 18, 2022 (Fri)
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, March 18th, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) invited Dr. Rustamjon
Urinboyev (Lund University) and Dr. Sherzod Eraliev
(University of Helsinki) to speak at the roundtable dedicated
to the migration issues in Central Eurasia.

The roundtable took place online via Zoom and was open
to the public. The event was a part of the Special Lecture and
Discussion Series “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and
Beyond”, which consists of several seminars designed to
highlight the most prominent findings and research studies in
the field.

Dr. Urinboyev started his lecture by briefly talking about
his background as a Central Asian researcher based in
Sweden and introducing his upcoming book on migration
(co-authored with Dr. Eraliev) to be published by Palgrave
Macmillan. Dr. Urinboyev then introduced the audience to
the existing migration regime literature, which is dominated
by the studies conducted in or pertaining to Western liberal
democracies. He highlighted that major non-Western
migration destinations remain underrepresented in
comparative and theoretical debates. Dr. Urinboyev
emphasized that their new study with Dr. Eraliev fills this
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Post-Soviet Countries” |

7th Lecture “Pre-publication Seminar:
‘Social Innovations in Post-Soviet
Countries’”

Bakhrom Radjabov K
(Webster University Tashkent Campus)

2022 4H25H(A)
[ & P |Zoom Meeting

vacuum by comparing the experience of Central Asian
migrants in Russia and Turkey.

The roundtable continued with Dr. Eraliev's talk on the
differences in gender perspectives. Dr. Eraliev discussed the
peculiarities of Central Asian cultures, which contribute to
the divergence of female migrants. According to Dr. Eraliev’s
findings, female migrants usually fall into four categories:
wives accompanying husbands, divorced women or single
mothers, women whose husbands remain at home or are
migrants in another country, and education migrants. It was
highlighted that gender composition reflects migrant labor
market structure and racism and abuse (including from fellow
migrants) remain widespread.

Two current NipCA fellows Manizha Rajabova and Aizhan
Mukhamejanova joined the roundtable as discussants and
reflected on the presentations relying on the findings of their
current research projects dedicated to the migration issues in
Central Asia.

During the Q&A session, the audience asked the speakers
many questions about the challenges that they have faced
during the data collection process and inquired about the

theoretical contribution of their upcoming book.
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Dr. Bakhrom Radjabov, Webster University
Tashkent Campus

[ Date ] April 25,2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting
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28 8[5] [Pre-publication
Seminar: “Japanese Whaling
and the People Behind It” ]

8th Lecture “Pre-publication Seminar:
‘Japanese Whaling and the People
Behind It’”

On Monday, April 25th, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) invited a University of
Tsukuba alumnus, Dr. Bakhrom Radjabov to present his
upcoming book titled “Social Innovations in Post-Soviet
Countries” (Routledge, 2022).

The seminar took place online via Zoom and was open to
the public. The event was a part of the Special Lecture and
Discussion Series “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and
Beyond”, which consists of several seminars designed to
highlight the most prominent findings and research studies in
the field.

Dr. Radjabov started his lecture with introducing the
background of his book, which was partially based on his
doctoral thesis completed at the University of Tsukuba. The
book consists of six chapters and focuses on social
innovations in the nine post-Soviet countries of Central Asia,
Caucasus, and Eastern Europe. The study aims to (a) evaluate
social innovation projects (SIPs) implemented in the
countries of interest from 2012 to 2020, (b) map
organizations supporting SIPs, and (c) contribute to the body
of knowledge about social innovation practices in the post-
Soviet space.

As explained by Dr. Radjabov, the study found that
international donors often purposefully frame development
projects as SIPs to win government cooperation and support.
He explained that, due to this, there was a risk of losing the
meaning and potency of the social innovation concept in the
post-Soviet countries. Dr. Radjabov also shared that one of
the biggest challenges he faced was data collection during the
pandemic.

The seminar was a great opportunity for those interested in
learning about social innovation projects and their scalability.
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Nadzeya Shutava K

(Parnership for Public Service)
[FfEE 120225 5H23H(A)
Zoom Meeting
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88 9[@] [ De-secrutizing he
Internationalisation in
Uzbekistan’s Higher Education
Policy |

9th Lecture “De-securitizing the

Internationalization in Uzbekistan’s

Higher Education Policy”

Dr.Nadzeya Shutava, Parnership for Public
Service

May 23, 2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, May 23rd, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) invited a University of
Tsukuba alumnus, Dr. Nadzeya Shutava to talk about the
findings of her upcoming book “Japanese Whaling and the
People Behind It” to be published by Routledge.

The seminar took place online via Zoom and was open to
the public.

The event was a part of the Special Lecture and Discussion
Series “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and
Beyond”,which consists of several seminars designed to
highlight the most prominent findings and research studies in
the field.

Dr. Shutava started her talk with explaining that academic
and media coverage of Japanese whaling is dominated by
expressive and predominantly negative narratives towards the
practice. However, what remains unclear is what actors are
behind Japanese whaling.

Understanding this problem Dr. Shutava was interested in
covering the issue of whaling from the viewpoint of the
Japanese people behind it, giving them control over the
narrative about their own experiences.

The main res arch questions the book addresses are:

1. What characterizes the emic side of Japanese whaling?

2. How does the emic perspective on the Japanese whaling
correlate with the etic perspective?

The seminar was a great opportunity for those interested in
learning about Japanese whaling and the people involved in
the practice.

[ DE-SECURITIZING INTERNATIGNALISATION 1M
UZBEERSTAM'S HIGHER EDUICATION POLECY
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Dilnoza Ubadullaeva K

(Australian National University)
[FfEE 1202256 H20H(A)
Zoom Meeting
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55 10[g [Pre-publication
seminar: Towards the “Normal”
State: Georgian Foreign Policy
Between Russia and the West |

10th Lecture “Pre-publication Seminar:
Towards the ‘Normal’ State: Georgian

Foreign Policy between Russia and the
West”

Dr.Dilnoza Ubaydullaeva, Australian National
University

[ Date ]June 20,2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, June 20th, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) invited Dilnoza
Ubaydullaeva (Australian National University) to give a talk
titled “De-securitizing the Internationalization in
Uzbekistan’s Higher Education Policy.”

The seminar took place online via Zoom and was open to
the public. The event was a part of the Special Lecture and
Discussion Series “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and
Beyond”, which consists of several seminars designed to
highlight the most prominent findings and research studies in
the field.

Ms. Ubaydullaeva started her talk by explaining that
Uzbekistan has undergone significant reforms in the past five
years. This includes some prominent changes in the education
sector. Through her research, the author argues that during
Mirziyoyev’s presidency, internationalization of higher
education in Uzbekistan got de-securitized. However, Ms.
Ubaydullaeva suggests that while de-securitization is a
positive move, there does not seem to be a clear higher
education internationalization policy in the country. Ms.
Ubaydullaeva emphasized that more coordination efforts are
needed to ensure a clear development path towards better
educational outcomes.

Given the importance of education in development, the
seminar was a great opportunity to explore the current state
of affairs in Uzbekistan’s higher education, which has some
interesting implications. The Q&A session was very
interactive, and the audience had a chance to ask the speaker
many questions regarding the future of Uzbekistan’s higher

education.
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202247 H 25 H (H). % 101 Special Lecture
and Discussion “Central Eurasian Studies in East
Asia and Beyond” #Biffi\v7- L £ L 7z,

4 0]1Z Mariam Bibilashvili & (5% SPJES 22—
T4 +—%—) ZE#H & L. Palgrave Macmillan #f72»
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Georgian Foreign Policy Between Russia and the
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Dr.Mariam Bibilashvili, University of Tsukuba
[ Date ]July 25,2022 (Mon)
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, July 25th, 2022, the Nippon Foundation
Central Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project
(NipCA) and the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian
Studies (University of Tsukuba) hosted Dr. Mariam
Bibilashvili (University of Tsukuba) to give a presentation
about her upcoming book titled “Towards the ‘Normal’ State:
Georgian Foreign Policy between Russia and the West,” to be
published by Palgrave Macmillan.

The seminar took place online via Zoom and was open to
the public. The event was a part of the Special Lecture and
Discussion Series “Central Eurasian Studies in East Asia and
Beyond”, which consists of several seminars designed to
highlight the most prominent findings and research studies in
the field.

Dr. Bibilashvili started her presentation by announcing her
upcoming book, which is based on her doctoral dissertation
submitted to the University of Tsukuba and is scheduled to be
published by Palgrave this fall. As explained by Dr.
Bibilashvili this book contributed to the field of International
Relations by offering a unique historical reading to the
Georgian foreign policy and emphasizing the role of
sentiments in its construction. Moreover, the study questions
the supremacy of Western ideals and the Western-centric
ahistorical nature of the mainstream IR theories. Dr.
Bibilashvili also discussed the limitations of the current
work, which is primarily focused on the official leading
narratives produced by the state leadership. Therefore, the
author encouraged further exploration of the topic through
covering all competing narratives existing in a wider political
discourse.
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'The 2nd Online Screening of Russian and Central

Asian Films
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2nd Online Screening of Russian and Central Asian Films

August 20, 2021 (Fri) Zoom, ULIZA

18:00-18:30: Lecture “Society and Language in Afghanistan through Films: Relations with the Soviet Union and Central
Asia” by Dr. Yuji Kajiyama (the NipCA project coordinator)
18:30-20:00: This film screening “The Orphanage” (2019, 90min.) by Shahrbanoo Sadat
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On Friday, August 20, 2021, the second online screening of
Russian and Central Asian films was held. This event was the
second screening in the framework of a new project focused
on films that have not yet been introduced in Japan with
subtitles to deepen understanding of Central Asian culture
and the SDGs. This year’s screening had a preliminary
commentary on the film via Zoom, followed by the screening
on ULIZA, a platform for viewing a high-quality video. We
had 501 applicants and 368 participants, similar to the first
screening, which was a great turnout.

This film screening displayed “The Orphanage” (2019), the
second feature film by Afghan filmmaker Shahrbanoo Sadat.
Many people attended it because of their interest in the region
as the withdrawal of U.S. troops from Afghanistan began
before the screening and related news became prominent in
Japan.

Dr. Yuji Kajiyama, the project coordinator of the UIA and
the organizer of the event, gave a prescreening commentary
titled “Society and Language in Afghanistan through Films:
Relations with the Soviet Union and Central Asia.” He
explained that the culture of Tajikistan, a neighboring
country, transfuses Afghanistan since Tajikistan has the same
official language as Persian. Also, he mentioned the
popularity of Indian films in Afghanistan as in many other
parts of the world. In the post-screening questionnaire, many
people commented that the film increased their interest in
Afghanistan and helped them understand the background of
this country, which has a complicated history.

As mentioned in the prescreening commentary, as of
August 20, film director Shahrbanoo Sadat was still in Kabul
with her family, and the safety of this cultural figure and
woman was a matter of great concern. However, shortly after
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'The 3rd Online Screening of Russian and Central

Asian Films

the screening, Katja Adomeit, the producer of “The
Orphanage,” announced that Sadat had managed to flee the
country safely under the escort of the French military forces.

Although the situation in Afghanistan stays unpredictable,
NipCA Project will continue to hold screenings to raise social
awareness of these issues.

F3MMAVIAVICEBZAVT - FRT VT RELRE

[FtER 120225 2H 4H (&) [ | Zoom, ULIZA

18:00-18:22 : {EMEESt [0 —5 ¥ PBHIDMENHEZ Z2ER - 18E - EIEME]
(3K AZ UIA/NipCA O—F 1 2—% — RIL#AB)
18:27-20:00: 74Uy 7 - A—YI7EE [£v b - R—a] (2020 . 93 9) LM

3rd Online Screening of Russian and Central Asian Films

February 4, 2022 (Fri) Zoom, ULIZA

18:00-18:30: Lecture “Poverty, Disparity, and Border Issues in the Images of Polar Regions of Central Eurasia”

by Dr. Yuji Kajiyama (the NipCA project coordinator)
18:30-20:00: This film screening “The Whaler Boy” (2020, 93min.) by Philipp Yuryev
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On Friday, February 4, 2022, the third online screening of
Russian and Central Asian films was held. This film
screening presented “The Whaler Boy” (2020), the first
feature film by Russian director Philipp Yuryev. Its shooting
took over seven years in the fishing village of Chukotka in the
easternmost part of Eurasia. After the previous two
screenings, more than 500 people registered for this event,
exceeding the capacity. Most participants have continued to
attend online screenings since the first event of this kind held
by the NipCA project. This screening has been recognized as
an established event among those interested in Russia,
Central Asia, and cinematography itself.

Dr. Yuji Kajiyama, an international administrator and
coordinator of the NipCA project, gave a pre-screening
commentary titled “Poverty, Disparity, and Border Issues in
the Images of Polar Regions of Central Eurasia.” He began
with an introduction to Kamchatka, a region linguistically
and culturally close to Chukchi and just 86 kilometers far
from North America, while showing images of the map in the
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film “The Whaler Boy.” There was an emphasis on
explaining the peculiarities of the geography, such as the
positional relationship of the territory and the Diomede
Islands consisting of Russian and American territories
located in the center of the International Date Line, which is
essential for understanding the movie. Moreover, Chukotka is
thickly covered with tundra and isolated from the rest of the
world, and the sense of alienation in such land greatly
impacted the local population.

Most viewers had never seen images of Chukotka before.
From the questionnaires after the screening, many of them
commented that they were shocked to see the harsh natural
environment, the lack of freedom of travel, the daily power
outages, and the lack of infrastructure even though the US is
just a stone’s throw away. The film is also an acting debut of
Vladimir Onokhov, a Chukchi actor playing the main
character Leshka. He received many positive reviews for his
performance and character. Viewers also commented that his
enthusiasm struck them for learning a foreign language
despite the comical depiction of his struggles to study
English.

“The Whaler Boy” is the first Russian film screened at the
Russian and Central Asian Film Festival. Even though “The
Whaler Boy” is a Russian film set in Chukotka, it is diverse
art with original audio, including Russian and Chukchi. To
introduce and familiarize people with the various worlds of
Russia and Central Asia through cinematography, we will
continue to hold screenings in the future. We look forward to
having you join these events.

BEROY7XER F71EEERETLIVRIVLNTEAPLSEBREED
D—VERREZ30FONFEH T ZES—]
Pre-symposium of 71st National Convention of the Japan Association for the Study of

Russian Language and Literature entitled “Fading Memories and Connections:
Literature and Society during Thirty Years since the Collapse of the Soviet Union”
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[#& A ]Zoom Meeting
RILAEE (GURAS UIA/NipCA I—F 4 X—% —)

Pre-symposium of 71st National Convention of
the Japan Association for the Study of Russian
Language and Literature

October 29, 2021 (Fri)

Zoom
Dr. Yuji Kajiyama (the NipCA project coordinator,
University of Tsukuba)
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[Speakers]

Tatarstan (Russia): Dr. Ai MORIYA (Adjunct Lecturer, Keio University)

Belarus: Dr. Takeshi KOSHINO (Associate Professor, Keio University)

Ukraine: Dr. Yuri NAGURA (Adjunct Lecturer, Waseda University)

Georgia: Dr. Sotome HAYATE (Postdoctoral Researcher, Kyoto University,
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science Research Fellowship)

Latvia: Ms. Ayumi KUROSAWA (Translator of Latvian Literature)

Uzbekistan: Dr. Yayoi KAWAHARA (Associate Professor, University of Tokyo)

Kazakhstan: Dr. Hironori SAKAI (Professor, Wako University)

On Friday, October 29, 2021, in commemoration of this
year’s 71st National Convention of the Japan Association for
the Study of Russian Language and Literature being held as
an online conference at the University of Tsukuba, a pre-
symposium entitled “Fading Memories and Connections:
Literature and Society during Thirty Years since the Collapse
of the Soviet Union” was organized. The symposium was co-
hosted by the Japan Association for the Study of Russian
Language and Literature. This event was dedicated to
marking the 30th anniversary of the collapse of the Soviet
Union.

The first part of the symposium, moderated by the NipCA
project coordinator UIA Yuji Kajiyama, featured
presentations on the latest literary developments since the
collapse of the Soviet Union in the seven countries and
regions that were part of the former USSR: Tatarstan
(Russia), Belarus, Ukraine, Georgia, Latvia, Uzbekistan, and
Kazakhstan.

In addition, each of these locations has a different attitude
toward and involvement with the current Russian Federation,
which had the central position of the former Soviet Union.
There were presentations on the values inherited from the
Soviet era and newly cultivated values in the 30 years since
the collapse of the Soviet Union. For instance, the power
relationship between ethnic languages and Russian in
literature, the definition of each ethnic literature, and the
view of one’s own country and Russia as the subject of
literature.

The second part of the session was a plenary discussion
moderated by Professor Kaizawa of Waseda University.
Professor Kaizawa began the discussion by asking whether
literature has the social function of historicizing the trauma
of past memories. He raised various questions, such as
whether literature still retains such social power amid the rise
of new cultures as media and pop culture and whether a new
form of literature can be created by joining hands with such
cultures. In response to Professor Kaizawa’s question, we
asked whether literature still holds such social power,
whether new forms of literature are being created by working
with such cultures, and the situation in each country and
region regarding freedom of speech. In response to these
questions, the speakers continued to talk about the latest
literary developments, ranging from traditional oral literature
to examples of media mixing of literary works in film and
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television.

The entire pre-symposium was an event of an
unprecedented scale. It depicted connections with the Soviet
era, what has disappeared, and what has been newly born
from the standpoint of seven countries and regions of the
former Soviet Union.

This symposium was streamed on the YouTube channel of
the Japan Association for the Study of Russian Language and
Literature. It has 1102 views as of November 30, 2021.
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