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NIS and Baltic countries .

Greetings, everyone. [ am glad to make your acquaintance.
My name is IKEDA Jun, Vice President and Executive
Director for Global Affairs at the University of Tsukuba.

I would like to express my heartfelt respect to the
University of Tsukuba’s “The Nippon Foundation Central
Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project” or the
NipCA Project, for successfully entering its fifth year after
overcoming the difficult period of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Our university began to focus on relations with Central
Asia around 2000, opening the Tashkent Office in the
Tashkent State University of Oriental Studies in 2007 and the
Almaty Office in the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
in 2014. In 2014, our university’s “Global Education Program
for Developing Multilingual Human Resources in Japan, NIS
and Baltic countries,” or the Ge-NIS program, was selected
for the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology’s “Inter-University Exchange Project (Russia),”
which is a large-scale project open to the public and for five
years until 2018, we conducted activities in Central Asian and
the Caucasian countries. In response to the recognition of this
project, the NipCA Project was launched in 2019.

The NipCA Project has held a number of various events,
including the public lecture series on the “Future of Central
Eurasia and Japan” a total of 42 times (as of June 2023). This
year, we also launched a special online lecture series for
students of the Japanese Language Department of the Azadi
World Language University in Turkmenistan, offering our
university’s classes specially to local students. Since the first
screening, more than 500 people have registered for the
online Russian and Central Asian film screenings, and both
the 4th and 5th screenings of this year have attracted more
than 500 registrations. It is wonderful to see the results
achieved through activities that connect Japan with Central
Asia and the rest of the world through the use of online
resources.

In addition to online activities, on Wednesday, September
28, 2022, the “4th Japan-Uzbekistan Rectors’ Conference”
was held at the Tsukuba International Congress Center as part
of the Japan-Uzbekistan Academic and Cultural Forum,
which was co-hosted by the Ministry of Higher Education,
Science and Innovation of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the
Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Japan as a project
to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations. The 1st Japan-Uzbekistan Rectors’
Conference was held in Japan, and the 2nd and 3rd were held
in Uzbekistan. This time, the 4th Rectors’ Conference was
held with the University of Tsukuba serving as the
secretariat, and it saw the participation of 24 universities
from Japan and 17 universities and institutions from
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Uzbekistan. An inter-university matching session was also
held as part of the plenary session, and during the plenary
session, several university exchange agreements between
Uzbekistan and Japan were signed as a result. As part of the
Japan-Uzbekistan Academic and Cultural Forum,
“Uzbekistan Culture Week 2022” was held during the three-
day period from September 28 to 30, providing a total of 270
citizens with an opportunity to become familiar with the
culture of Uzbekistan. As we look forward to an increasingly
close relationship with Central Asia, we have high
expectations for the role that the NipCA Project will play.

Finally, I would like to thank The Nippon Foundation for
making it possible for our NipCA Project to achieve such a
wide range of results. We would like to express our sincere
gratitude to SASAKAWA Yohei, Chairman of The Nippon
Foundation, which has provided educational and research
grants to our NipCA Project, as well as to MORI Yuji,
Executive Director; ARIKAWA Takashi, Director of the
International Projects Division, and NUMATA Masako of the
same division, who have been providing strong support for
this project on a daily basis.
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Hello everyone. My name is SEKI Mizuho, Coordinator of
the Bureau of Global Initiatives at the University of Tsukuba.
The University of Tsukuba has a philosophy of being an
internationally open university, and as of August 2023, has
concluded 376 agreements (10 Campus-in-Campus partner
schools, 172 inter-university and 194 inter-departmental)
with universities and research institutions in 67 countries and
regions. The strength of our university is its strong network
with the Asia-Caucasus region, and the University of
Tsukuba’s “The Nippon Foundation Central Asia-Japan
Human Resource Development Project” or the NipCA Project
supports the conclusion of inter-university exchange
agreements with 20 leading universities in these regions and
mutually beneficial educational and academic exchanges. In
addition to planning and dispatching short-term language
training and medical observation training to Russian-
speaking countries such as Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan in the
spring and summer, this project together with the
International Exchange Support Office of the University of
Tsukuba also functions as a consultation service for
University of Tsukuba students wishing to study in Central
Asia and the Caucasus region, such as providing information
on exchange programs at partner universities.

The NipCA project is gaining widespread recognition in
Central Asia as a center for Central Eurasian studies. The
Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian Studies or SPJES
for NipCA Fellows is a highly regarded program at the
University of Tsukuba that provides a platform for
outstanding NipCA Fellows from five Central Asian countries
and Azerbaijan. The NipCA Fellowship is highly competitive
due to the large number of applicants, and in order to be
accepted, it is necessary to pass a strict entrance
examination. The second batch of fellows has already
completed the coursework, and they are working in central
government offices and UN agencies. In September of this
year, the master’s degree will be awarded to 6 fellows of the
third batch who entered SPJES in 2021 and have completed
all of their coursework. The fourth batch of fellows is
currently writing the master’s thesis, and the University of
Tsukuba is very pleased to be able to nurture human
resources with the ability to work immediately to solve
regional issues in Central Asia. For the first time, the fourth
batch of fellows will also include graduates of the Master’s
Program in Public Health.

One notable program that began this year is a special
lecture for students of the Japanese language department of
Dovletmammet Azadi Turkmen National Institute of World
Languages. In Turkmenistan, the number of Japanese
language learners has increased as a result of the country’s
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national policy to promote Japanese language education, and
now boasts the largest number of Japanese language learners
in Central Asia, with more than 10,000 students in
elementary, junior high school, senior high school, and
university. Under these circumstances, the NipCA Project
offers online classes to deepen students’ understanding of the
Japanese language, culture, and social conditions.

Through the NipCA Project, the relationship between the
University of Tsukuba and Turkmenistan is also becoming
closer and closer. Going forward, the University of Tsukuba
and the NipCA Project will continue to leverage their unique
strengths to further promote and strengthen cooperation
between universities in Japan and Central Asia and will make
every effort to develop human resources who can play an
active role in the world.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to express my
sincere gratitude to SASAKAWA Yohei, Chairman of The
Nippon Foundation, who has provided a generous grant for

this project, as well as to MORI Yuji, Executive Director;
ARIKAWA Takashi, Director of the International Projects
Division, and NUMATA Masako of the same division, who
have supported this project on a daily basis.
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On Tuesday September 6, 2022, seven 2020 NipCA Fellows
who completed the Master’s Programs Special Program in
Japan and Eurasian Studies (SPJES), Master’s Program in
International Area Studies, Graduate School of Humanities
and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba, six 2021 NipCA
Fellows, and one 2022 NipCA Fellow who are scheduled to
complete in September, made a courtesy visit to the Nippon
Foundation. After each fellow made slide presentations of
what they had learned in their life in Japan for a year and a
half, they made acknowledgements to the Nippon
Foundation. Videos of fellow activities were also screened,
and they learned a lot from various activities on the NipCA
project, including Hokkaido and Okinawa training, in
addition to their studies. President Sasakawa also awarded
each fellow a certificate as a 2020 NipCA Fellow, and he
spoke with high hopes for their future success.

The 2020 NipCA Fellows who will return to their home
countries are expected to serve as a bridge between Japan and
Central Asia, and to engage in solving social issues in the
Central Asian region as the center of the alumni network
formed by the Nippon Foundation, the Japan Association for
Friendship with Central Asia (JACAFA), and the University
of Tsukuba.
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Badiyeva Aizada (MPH)
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Altynbek kyzy Cholpon (SPJES)

My name is BADIYEVA Aizada, and I am
from Kazakhstan.

I graduated from Nazarbayev University
with a Bachelor’s degree in mathematics.

Throughout my bachelor studies, I

professionally translated medical articles.
This led to my membership in an organization of young scientists
and volunteers “Medsupportkz”, where we translated and
summarized the latest research papers on COVID-19 for medical
staff in CIS countries. I also volunteered in projects to raise
awareness of mental health issues, hygiene and safety practices
during the pandemic.

Currently, I am doing my Master’s in Public Health (MPH) at the
University of Tsukuba. Research topics on heavy metal
environmental exposure on children/newborns particularly draw
my scientific interest, given similar environmental challenges in
the town where I was raised. My future plan is to conduct an
epidemiological survey on congenital heart defects in regions of
differential exposure rates of radioactive contamination and to
follow-up on cardiovascular disease rates in young adults in

Semey, Kazakhstan.
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My name is ALTYNBEK KYZY Cholpon.
I am from Bishkek, the Kyrgyz Republic. I

am Future Leaders Exchange Program ‘
(FLEX) as well as the American University ¢
alumna. During my Bachelor’s, I studied
Business Administration. I have also
volunteered with the AIESEC organization in Indonesia.

Upon returning to my home country, I worked in the International
BusinessAssociation, American Chamber of Commerce and the
German Federal Enterprise for International Cooperation (GIZ). It
is through my work experience at GIZ that I have learned about
international cooperation for development. In the function of
Public Relations and as a Digitalisation Specialist, I launched an
e-learning platform for local self-governments staff and an
e-participation tool for local youth NGOs.

I am currently pursuing a master’s degree in International Public
Policy at the University of Tsukuba, and I am planning to
concentrate on the role civil society organizations play in achieving

and reporting on the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Temerkhanov Artur (SPJES)
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Aitimbetova Aidai (SPJES)

Greetings! @

My name is TEMERKHANOV Artur, and :__

I am from Kazakhstan. I graduated from -
Nazarbayev University with a bachelor’s =
degree in Political Science and International

Relations. L]

In order to gain experience in this field, I have worked at the
Institute of Asian Studies and the Eurasian Media Forum. Apart
from my main area of study, in recent years, I have been highly
interested in gender studies. Thus, this is why I decided to base my
upcoming research project around the topic of female political
participation in Kazakhstan.

As for the reasons to join the University of Tsukuba, it is worth
mentioning that throughout the most part of my life I was always
fascinated by Japanese culture and values.

Furthermore, I believe that the University of Tsukuba is one of
the best academic institutions

across Japan.

Without a doubt, participation in the NipCA Project will help me
to achieve excellent academic achievements, contribute to
strengthen relations between Japan and Kazakhstan, and play my

role in building a better global society.
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My name is AITIMBETOVA Aidai, and I
am from Kyrgyzstan. I got my Bachelor’s
degree in Japanese studies at the Higher
School of Economics in Moscow. This year,

after graduating, I came to the University of

Tsukuba to continue my studies and get a
Master’s degree.

The field of my interests has changed in the past few years. Even
though the main topic of my research papers at the university was
Japanese castle towns, two years ago, I became really interested in
student migration and decided to deepen my knowledge in this
field.

I chose the University of Tsukuba since this university provides
me with opportunities to achieve my goals, as I can not only obtain
a high-quality education in Japan but also study the Central Asian

region, in particular, Kyrgyzstan.



Bekbossynova Aruzhan (SPJES)
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Samatova Nodira (SPJES)

My name is BEKBOSSYNOVA Aruzhan,
and [ am from Kazakhstan. I graduated from
Narxoz University with a Bachelor’s in
Economics and Management majoring in

World Economy.

During my studies, I was an active
participant in MUN conferences and worked at Sustainable
Kazakhstan Research Institute and therefore got interested in
International Relations and Sustainable Development. This interest
drove me to an Internship at the UNESCO Almaty Cluster Office
for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, where |
worked as a Youth Programme Assistant in the Social and Human
Sciences Sector.

To further investigate the experience and the SDGs agenda in
Central Asia, 1 joined the Special Program in Japanese and
Eurasian Studies at the University of Tsukuba. The program offers
a wide range of courses, with a focus on Sustainable Development
and Public Policy, which will deepen my knowledge and skillset
and allow me to remarkably contribute to the fields of sustainable
development and education policy in Central Asia. I am looking
forward to the upcoming seminars and trips to explore Japanese
sustainability practices, and I am grateful for this opportunity

provided by the Nippon Foundation.
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I am SAMATOVA Nodira from Uzbekistan.
I graduated from Samarkand State Institute
of Foreign Languages, and this year I have
started studying at the University of Tsukuba

in the master's degree program in

International Public Policy.

During my student years, I learned a lot about the Japanese
language, culture, and history. In particular, I was intrigued to
study more about the Japanese system of higher education
administration and quality assurance. [ am planning to analyze the
implemented strategies by the government and outcomes which
brought education to a higher level. This will provide the basis for
further improvement of the quality of higher education in
Uzbekistan.

I am pleased that NipCA and the University of Tsukuba give me
a chance to become a competent specialist and contribute to the

development of higher education in Uzbekistan.
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Davronova Farangis (SPJES)
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Berkinov Jakhongir (SPJES)

My name is DAVRONOVA Farangis and I
am from Tajikistan. I graduated from Russian
Tajik Slavonic University with a bachelor’s
degree in Jurisprudence. During my
undergraduate studies 1 have actively

volunteered at International Network

Y-PEER and later on worked there as the media manager for two
years. After winning a Central Asian marathon for creating gender-
sensitive content, I won a study tour to the UK and became an
ambassador of CABAR .asia.

Additionally, I have been a member and trainer of the Network of
Gender Champions in the OSCE Programme Office in Dushanbe.
After graduation from university, I worked as a mentor in the
Innovation Lab of UNICEF, where [ became interested in SDG.

I decided to apply to the University of Tsukuba since the NipCA
program provides a special experience in studying social
development and conducting research.

My background and experience directed my research interests in
the field of women empowerment, gender and media. My focus
now is laid on the intersection of these two areas as I want to figure
out how social media influences our perception of gender. I hope
my research will bring social benefits to people, I will be able to
contribute to the development of global society, and my experience
of studying at the University of Tsukuba will lead me to new career

perspectives and new opportunities.
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My name is BERKINOV Jakhongir. I am

from Samarkand, Uzbekistan.

I graduated with honors from the University
of World Economy and Diplomacy with a < b
Bachelor’s degree in International Law. ‘ "fh
Furthermore, 1 also received a Master’s "
degree in Public International Law from the same university.

From an academic point of view, I have always been interested in
studying public administration and civil service. Studying law, as
well as working and interning in government bodies of various
levels, my interest has only strengthened. I decided to devote my
research to these areas at the University of Tsukuba.

In the future, I am willing to contribute to the development of
civil service and public administration in Uzbekistan, as well as to

further Japanese-Uzbek cooperation.
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On September 28, 2022, the University of Tsukuba held the
Fourth Japan-Uzbekistan Rectors’ Conference at the Tsukuba
International Congress Center, as part of the Japan-
Uzbekistan Academic and Cultural Exchange Forum held
jointly with the Ministry of Higher and Secondary
Specialized Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the
Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan in Japan. The event
was part of a project to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two
countries.

The first Japan-Uzbekistan Rectors’ Conference was held in
Japan, and the second and third were held in Uzbekistan. This
time, the fourth Rectorts’ Conference was held with the
University of Tsukuba serving as the secretariat, and it saw
the participation of 24 universities from Japan and 17
universities and institutions from Uzbekistan.

The inaugural session featured opening remarks by
President NAGATA and Dr. SAFOEV Sodiq, Rector of the
University of World Economy and Diplomacy, Uzbekistan. It
was followed by congratulatory addresses by Ms. ITO Takae,
Parliamentary Vice-Minister of MEXT; Dr. KARIMOV
Komiljon, First Deputy Minister of Higher and Secondary
Specialized Education, Republic of Uzbekistan, and Mr.
FUJIYAMA Yoshinori, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Japan to Uzbekistan.

After that, representatives of educational institutions of
Japan and Uzbekistan delivered their keynote speeches and
case studies under the theme of “Inter-University Dialogue
Between Japan and Uzbekistan in the Post-COVID era:
Challenges of Society and Mission of Universities.”

An inter-university matching session was also held as part
of the plenary session, and participants commented that it was
an excellent opportunity for universities in both Japan and
Uzbekistan to discuss future
collaborations. The meeting
ended on a high note, with the
conclusion of an inter-university
exchange agreement between
Uzbekistan and Japan during
the plenary session as an early
achievement. This initiative is
expected to further promote
exchange and cooperation
between Uzbek and Japanese
universities.
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2nd Lecture: “To Succeed in a Society of

Confusion and Change - What Should We Do

Now in College?
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In light of the global impact of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic, we have decided to organize a series
of public lectures for new students at the University of
Tsukuba who have faced challenges in leading a normal
university life, which was previously taken for granted. The
lectures are designed to encourage new students who have
encountered difficulties with online education since their
enrollment and aim to help students improve their intellectual
curiosity and vitality, essential elements for their future
campus life.
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Prof. Tosaku Yasuhiko
(University of California, San Diego)

February 21, 2023 (Tue.)
Zoom Meeting

On Tuesday, February 21, 2023, a special series of public
lectures was held for the new students of the class of 2022.
Following the inaugural session in 2021, we invited Professor
TOSAKU Yasuhiko from the University of California, San
Diego. He delivered a lecture titled “To Succeed in a Society
of Confusion and Change - What to Do Now as a University
Student”. Professor Tosaku holds a Ph.D. in Linguistics from
the University of California, San Diego, and currently teaches
at the University’s School of Global Policy and Strategy. He
has also served as a visiting professor in Japan, China, Korea,
and Vietnam. He is one of America’s leading scholars in
Japanese language education and received an award from
Japan’s Ministry of Culture and Welfare last year.

During his talk, he emphasized the importance of
preparing for success in college amidst today’s turmoil and
change. In his theme, he highlighted that success requires not
only the acquisition of knowledge but also the ability to solve
problems and innovate. As Al continues to evolve, there is an
increasing likelihood that white-collar jobs will be
automated. Therefore, there is now an even greater emphasis
on developing humanistic soft skills such as problem-solving,
critical thinking, creativity, perseverance, collaboration,
communication skills, adaptability, self-discipline, and
executive function.
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3rd Lecture: “Surviving in the Era of the

Generative Al Revolution - What to Learn and

Do During University”
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In an era where expertise becomes outdated at an
accelerating pace, it’s crucial to reassess the value of
university education. Universities not only impart knowledge
but also foster new individuals and ideas. Especially at the
graduate level, students are expected to generate novel
theories and concepts. It’s vital to accumulate diverse
experiences during college, engage with people from diverse
backgrounds, and cultivate various soft skills. For instance,
studying abroad in a culturally distinct region while still in
school and building connections with international students
can significantly enhance creativity and collaboration. The
University of Tsukuba offers an excellent environment for
such growth.

During times of upheaval and change, it is not uncommon
to feel uneasy. If you experience doubt or anxiety about your
current self, consider it as your inner voice urging you to
evolve. Embrace this discomfort as a catalyst for future
growth and continually strive for self-improvement. By doing
so, you’ll be better prepared to seize opportunities as they

arise.
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Prof. Tosaku Yasuhiko

(University of California, San Diego)
[ Date |July 6,2023 (Thu.)
Zoom Meeting

On Thursday, July 6, 2023, a special series of public
lectures was held for the new students of the class of 2023.
Once again, we invited Professor TOSAKU Yasuhiko from
the University of California, San Diego, to give a lecture
titled “Surviving in the Era of the Generative Al Revolution -
What to Learn and Do During University.”

Specializing in language acquisition theory and foreign
language teaching methods, Dr. Tosaku holds a PhD in
Linguistics from the University of California, San Diego, and
continues to teach at the university’s School of Global Policy
and Strategy. He is well-known in foreign language
education, having held important positions such as the
Japanese language representative to the U.S. National
Standards Board. Additionally, he has been a member of the
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34th Lecture “Central Asia from a Tourism

Perspective”

external evaluation committee for the Genis Program and the
NipCA Project, a large-scale initiative adopted by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology for nearly 10 years.

In this lecture, Dr. Tosaku began by introducing his
methods of utilizing Al, explaining what Al can do today,
and discussing the concrete strengths of Al. He then talked
about the impact of Al on society, how to succeed in the age
of the Al revolution, what strengths only humans have that Al
does not, and how to develop these strengths through
university study.

Society and the nature of work are being transformed by
the emergence of generative AI. While Al is making many
jobs more efficient and sometimes taking away human jobs, it
also creates new opportunities. Jobs that require human
creativity, empathy, emotion, intuition, deep thinking,
negotiation skills, and leadership are unlikely to be lost to Al
Dr. Tosaku emphasized the importance of acquiring the
ability to master Al and nurturing human and skills that
cannot be replaced by Al. He advocated for universities to
utilize Al to develop advanced thinking skills and the ability
to identify, analyze, and solve problems.

The lecture was followed by a lively question-and-answer
session based on practical experience, including tips on how
to write prompts, how to develop empathy, and how to verify
facts when Chat GPT fabricates information.

The NipCA Project aims to contribute to the development of
local communities through stimulating awareness about
sustainability issues not only among NipCA Fellows, but also
among faculty members, researchers and students in and out of
the university. Since its establishment, the project has been
holding a series of public lectures by experts on themes related
to social and global issues facing the Central Eurasian region
and Japan. These lectures are also part of the University of
Tsukuba Super Global University (SGU) project.
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Mr. Sakakibara Yoji (deputy director of the
Economic Development Department and senior
fellow at the International Development Center)

[ Date ]June 13,2022 (Mon.)
Zoom Meeting

The 34th Public Lecture of “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan” Series was held on June 13, 2022. This event
featured a guest speaker, Mr. SAKAKIBARA Yoji, deputy
director of the Economic Development Department and senior
fellow at the International Development Center, who delivered
a speech titled “Central Asia from a Tourism Perspective.”

Mr. Sakakibara graduated from the International
Cooperation Department of Kobe University and worked in the
consulting industry. Currently, he works at the International
Development Center, where he has been involved in projects in
about 30 countries. Mr. Sakakibara has just returned from a
field study in Central Asia. In this public lecture series, he
talked about the recent situation of each Central Asian country,
introducing economic indicators such as changes in GDP. By
pointing out specific examples of tourist attractions and
tourism policies, he gave us an overall picture of the tourism
sector in the region.

Uzbekistan, presented in detail at the beginning of the
lecture, no longer requires tourist visas from many countries as
of 2018, and such a policy resulted in an increasing number of
tourists. On the other hand, the country faces problems related
to the lack of hotels and high-speed train infrastructure. Mr.
Sakakibara also highlighted the role of the Samarkand-based
“Silk Road” International University of Tourism and Cultural
Heritage under the Ministry of Tourism of Uzbekistan. He
stressed the importance of such a university in providing an
advanced curriculum and training for tourism personnel across
the country.

Next, the Kyrgyz Republic was introduced as a country rich
in natural tourist attractions. A standard tourist itinerary to this
country usually includes Uzbekistan’s historical sites and the
Kyrgyz Republic’s bountiful nature. Lake Issyk-Kul, one of the
most famous tourist attractions, has been known as a
sanatorium since the days of the former Soviet Union.
Mountains surround the lake to the north. New developments
are taking place amid the COVID-19 pandemic, such as private
companies buying up old sanatoriums to create co-working
resorts. Mr. Sakakibara also mentioned opportunities to enjoy
horseback riding and hot springs on the south shore of the lake.
He described the capital city — Bishkek — as an “old” and a
“walkable city” compared to the capitals of neighbouring
countries that have been built up in recent years. Bishkek city
is an area where visitors can enjoy the urban landscape of the
former Soviet era.

Mr. Sakakibara also introduced JICA’s Project for Regional
Development and Tourism Promotion through the Utilization
of World Heritage Sites in the Chui Region in the Kyrgyz
Republic he has worked for since this year. This project puts
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the use of historical resources first with a focus on the use of
the following three World Heritage Sites: 1) Ak-Beshim
village, where a Japanese university has been involved in
excavations, 2) Burana Tower, a long-known popular tourist
attraction, 3) Krasnaya Rechka village, where a reclining
Buddha was excavated during the former Soviet Union era.

After the lecture, participants asked a wide range of
questions about tourism in the region, including the potential
for tourism development in Central Asia, the problem of
psychological distance from this region, and tourism training.
There was a lively Q&A session, with many questions and
comments continuing long after the scheduled end time,
providing a valuable opportunity to hear Mr. Sakakibara’s
expert views on tourism in Central Asia.
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Highlanders: Based on Field Research in Ladakh,
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Dr. Kimura Yumi (associate professor, Graduate
School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)

[ Date |June 20,2022 (Mon.)
Zoom Meeting

On Monday, June 20, 2022, the Nippon Foundation Central
Asia-Japan Human Resource Development Project (NipCA)
held the 35th event in “The Future of Central Eurasia and
Japan” public lecture series. For this occasion, we invited
KIMURA Yumi, Ph.D., an associate professor at the
Graduate School of Human Sciences at Osaka University, to
deliver a lecture on “Nutrition and Health of Highlanders:
Based on Field Research in Ladakh, Himalayan Highlands.”

Dr. Kimura, who specializes in public health, has also
pioneered a unique new research area — field nutrition, which
looks at food from a regional perspective through field
research. Her main research sites include the Himalayan
highlands and western New Guinea, where she conducts
regionally tailored research on the relationship between
nutrition and health, focusing on changes in people’s food
choices, lifestyle-related diseases, and environmental factors
surrounding food.

Dr. Kimura started her lecture by introducing the science of
nutrition as the science of “food and body.” She briefly
explained the process of metabolism occurring in the body
after food is consumed. Nutrition depends largely on the
following two environments: the natural environment as the
source of food and distribution necessary to obtain food, as
well as the social environment which shapes food choices.
Professor Kimura emphasized that, especially nowadays, the
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36th Lecture “Reconstruction of Japan’s oldest

movie theater and Urban Development”

social environment, characterized by globalization, is
undergoing significant changes, and nutrition is changing
accordingly.

Dr. Kimura described how people have physiologically and
culturally adapted to high altitude, presenting photographic
material taken in the area. As she explained, Tibetans are
thought to have a constitution immune to altitude sickness
due to the presence of genes that enhance circulation. On the
other hand, the current hypothesis indicates that this
constitution increases the risk of diabetes, and the number of
diabetics has been increasing due to an aging population and
changing lifestyles. She also showed pictures of Tibetan food
and talked about cultural food adaptations, such as processed
dairy products and noodles made from wheat sourced from
the countryside.

In addition to Ladakh, located in the north of India, Dr.
Kimura has also conducted research in Leh city and
Domkhar village. To study local diets, she calculated the
index known as the food diversity score for assessing food
quality. In addition to this index, Dr. Kimura conducted
interviews to apply the 24-hour memory method for
estimating the number of consumed nutrients. Her research
results showed that there was a correlation between energy
intake and age in the Ladakh region. However, significant
individual differences were observed in Leh and Domkhar.

Dr. Kimura also stated that changes in the social
environment are associated with increased health risks using
examples of lifestyle changes associated with migration from
high-altitude areas to urban areas and diet changes due to
rationing of rice by the Indian government. The changes in
the social environment are so rapid compared to the
physiological adaptations achieved over a long period that the
expansion of the adaptation balance has become a social
problem. At the end of the lecture, Dr. Kimura raised the
question of capturing human change through food as a social
problem to be addressed in many research areas.

The lecture was followed by a Q&A session where the
audience had the opportunity to ask a wide range of questions
about specific local dietary habits, changes in well-being,
physiological adaptation to high altitude through genetic
changes, etc. This event was an excellent opportunity for a
lively exchange of views and understanding of the unique
area of field nutrition that Professor Kimura has been
researching.
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Mr. Ueno Michinari (the manager of Takada
Sekaikan)

August 30, 2022 (Tue.)
Zoom Meeting

The 36th public lecture, “The Future of Central Eurasia and
Japan,” was held on August 30, 2022. The guest speaker
UENO Michinari, the manager of Takada Sekaikan (Takada
World Hall), Japan’s oldest movie theater registered as a
Tangible Cultural Property and Modernization Industrial
Heritage of Japan, delivered a lecture titled “Reconstruction
of Japan’s oldest movie theater and Urban Development.”

Takada World Hall was founded in 1911 as a playhouse
named “Takadaza” in the Takada district of Joetsu City,
Niigata Prefecture. 5 years later, in 1916, it was renamed
“Takada Sekaikan” and became a cinema. The Takeda
Sekaikan has operated continuously ever since, which makes
it a cinema with a history of more than a century.

In the 2000s, the local community organized a movement
to preserve Takada Sekaikan, which was in danger of being
demolished due to aging issues. The movement led to the
establishment of a non-profit organization in 2009, the
primary purpose of which was to preserve the building of
Takeda Sekaikan. Later, the Hall was repaired thanks to the
cooperation and donations of citizens.

In 2014, Mr. Ueno became the manager of Takada
Sekaikan. He was born in Joetsu City, where the Hall is
located, and studied film criticism at Yokohama National
University. After holding independent film screenings at
Takada Sekaikan, which at that time,was still in danger of
being demolished, he decided to become the Hall’s manager.

As the manager of Takada Sekaikan, Mr. Ueno has
succeeded in attracting a large number of people by
conveying the external charm that the building has retained
since it opened. Since 2014, Takada Sekaikan has been
hosting various events. In addition to movie screenings and
cheer screenings, Takada World Hall also hosts community-
related activities such as music events, stage greetings,
marriage ceremonies, events related to currently broadcasted
movies, etc. The administration also allows the usage of the
cinema as a daycare center, a gathering place for New Year’s
mochi-tsuki (rice cake pounding), and provides the Takada
Seikakan as a venue for fairs. As one of Japan’s cultural
assets, it also welcomes tourists.

Events like these have made the Takada Sekaikan a well-
known destination, even among people who do not usually
visit movie theaters. Thanks to an increase in film screenings
and community-based activities, the Takada Seikakan, which
had almost no visitors, had attracted 15,000 visitors in 2015
FY.

One of Mr. Ueno’s main goals was to revitalize the Takada
district, which had an extremely low birth rate, by developing
community service facilities and promoting urban
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37th Lecture “What is Global Mental Health”
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development through movie theaters. Today, many tourists
who visit Takada World Hall also visit other businesses in the
area. Consequently, the number of new businesses
contributing to urban development is increasing, and the
revitalization of the region continues to progress.
Undoubtedly, Takada World Hall is not just an ordinary
cinema but a platform for cultural dissemination and a
driving force for the revitalization of the region.

However, the Hall has to contend with several problems
that arise from such a particular operation. These problems
include personnel issues, operational planning, finances, etc.

In his lecture, Mr. Ueno talked about the above-mentioned
community-based activities and problems from the
perspective of cultural dissemination and regional promotion,
their impact on urban development, and the prospects of
implementing the current strategy outside the Takada
District. According to Mr. Ueno, the events are also part of
the management strategy to keep Takada Sekaikan alive, as it
is difficult to operate a movie theater just by screening
movies.

After the lecture, Mr. Ueno openly answered a variety of
questions about the operation of the Hall, films that are best
suited for the business, and aspects that must be considered
when operating a movie theater. The lecture became a
valuable opportunity for the participants to learn about such a
unique form of urban development strategy and to have a
discussion with the manager of the Takeda Sekaikan.
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Dr. Nishio Akihiro (advisor to the WHO Western
Pacific Office)

November 4, 2022 (Fri.)
Zoom Meeting
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The 37th Public Lecture, “The Future of Central Eurasia
and Japan,” was held on Friday, November 4, 2022. The guest
speaker, Dr. NISHIO Akihiro, advisor to the WHO Western
Pacific Office, gave a lecture titled “What is Global Mental
Health.”

In addition to his work as a psychiatrist, Dr. Nishio has
conducted research in the field of mental health in the
workplace, gambling addiction, and other areas concerning
mental health in developing countries at Fujita Medical
University, Gifu University, and Ryukyu University, among
others. Since July 2022, he has been working in the
Philippines as an advisor for the WHO Western Pacific
Office.

At the beginning of the speech, he talked about his work
experiences in Japan and abroad, including Kenya, Gambia,
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, the Philippines, India, and the
United States, to improve mental health support in
developing countries. In the Philippines, the project helped
raise awareness of mental health by producing textbooks
designed to introduce mental health education in schools. In
addition, using his knowledge as a mental health specialist,
Dr. Nishio has been engaged in several programs on suicide
prevention, binge drinking disorder, homelessness programs,
refugee programs, and employment support programs for
people with disabilities.

The initial goal of global health care is not to help an
individual who needs medical assistance but to create a
system that makes health care accessible to all. According to
Dr. Nishio, the most important step in achieving this goal is
to improve local medical facilities and help establish
professional communication between them. He also spoke
about the current problems in improving mental health care in
Cambodia, including patients’ ability to pay and the
difficulties in connecting patients to health centers in
developing countries due to the lack of developed medical
facilities.

During the lecture, he raised the important question of why
mental health is not improving in developing countries and
what benchmarks should be used to promote mental health
care in the future. There are few psychiatrists and mental
health projects implemented by international organizations or
foreign countries in developing countries. If we try to analyze
the situation with the example of JICA, the Japanese
International Cooperation Agency, we will find that one of
the main problems is the neglection of mental health in
general. Even in the WHO, the department of mental health is
very small, which makes it clear that the importance of
mental health is underestimated at the international level.

Dr. Nishio also pointed out that the low psychiatric
referrals and the lack of a proper tool for evaluating mental
health care projects are the reasons for the neglect of mental
health care in general. Therefore, to raise awareness of the
importance of mental health and create a better society for
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38th Lecture “Thinking about Sustainable Immigration

Policies: A Case Study of Foreigner Integration Policies
and Language Services in Swiss Local Governments”
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people with mental disorders, we need the following: 1)
Psychiatric referrals at an early stage of psychosis. 2) Less
prejudice against people with mental issues. 3) Continuation
of psychiatric referrals even at the stage of severe psychosis.
4) Opportunities for patients with psychosis to play an active
role in society.

It is necessary to use these 4 points as an indicator to
evaluate the development of mental health.

After the lecture, many questions were asked about the
relationship between the medical system, ethnic and regional
characteristics of each country, and regulations on mental
health issues in global health care and their impact on mental
health care in developing countries. Dr. Nishio, as an advisor
to the WHO Western Pacific Office, answered the questions
from the perspective of international standards, drawing on
his extensive experience working with developing countries.
It was a valuable lecture with much to learn about the
emerging academic field of global mental health.
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Prof. Kakihara Takeshi (Kwansei Gakuin University,
Faculty of Commerce / Graduate School of
Language, Communication and Culture)

November 15, 2022 (Tue.)
Zoom Meeting

The 38th public lecture, “Considering Sustainable
Immigration Policies: A Case Study of Foreigner Integration
Policies and Language Services in Swiss Local
Governments,” was held on Tuesday, November 15, 2022.
Professor KAKIHARA Takeshi from Kwansei Gakuin
University’s Faculty of Commerce and Graduate School of
Language, Communication, and Culture served as the
lecturer for the event, part of the “Central Eurasia and Japan’s
Future” series.

Dr. Kakihara specializes in sociolinguistics and language
policy in Spanish-speaking countries. Currently, he conducts
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39th Lecture “The History of Taiwan, a
Multilingual Nation, to the Present Day”
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research at the Institute of Galician Studies at the University
of Santiago, Spain, focusing on Galician language policy and
the preservation of language and culture among Galician
diaspora communities worldwide.In his lecture, Dr. Kakihara
discussed immigrant reception policies and language
education in Switzerland, which hosts many Galician
immigrants. He provided specific examples from the French-
speaking canton of Vaud, the city of Lausanne, and the
French-German speaking city of Biel/Bienne.

Switzerland employs a strict territorial-based official
language policy while ensuring individual language freedom.
The country mandates immigrants to integrate into the
official language of their region. However, initial information
for immigrants is sometimes provided in multiple languages,
acknowledging their economically and socially vulnerable
positions.

Dr. Kakihara highlighted Switzerland’s unique approach to
language education for children and adults, focusing on
equipping immigrants with basic skills to access society and
the job market rather than merely assimilating them into
mainstream culture.

Following the lecture, attendees posed numerous questions
about Swiss educational practices for immigrant children and
the professional training of educators in this field.
Switzerland’s meritocratic approach to immigrant
integration, as discussed in the lecture, provides valuable
insights for future immigration policy discussions in
Japanese society.

MipCA Proset
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Prof. Fujii Kumiko (Center for Multilingual
Multicultural Education and Research,
University of Miyazaki)

March 6, 2023 (Mon.)
Zoom Meeting

The 39th public lecture, titled “The History of Taiwan, a
Multilingual Nation, to the Present Day,” was held on
Monday, March 6, 2023. Professor FUJII Kumiko from the
Center for Multilingual Multicultural Education and
Research at Miyazaki University delivered the lecture.

Professor Fujii specializes in language policy research in
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Achievements and Prospects for Promoting Exchange
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modern and contemporary China and Taiwan. She authored
the book “Language Policy in Modern and Contemporary
China: Focusing on Character Reforms” (Sangensha, 2003),
which chronicles language policy from the Opium War era to
the present, analyzing differences in language perceptions
between the Republic of China (ROC) and the People’s
Republic of China (PRC).

In her lecture, Professor Fujii detailed Taiwan’s ethnic and
linguistic diversity, the historical relationship between Japan
and Taiwan, and the evolution of language education in
Taiwan. Japanese language education as “the national
language” began in Taiwan in 1895 during Japanese colonial
rule, transitioning to Chinese language promotion after 1945,
with restrictions on Taiwanese and Japanese languages.

She also discussed Taiwan’s policies in response to its
diverse linguistic landscape, including mandatory education
in “mainland languages” like Minnan, Hakka, and
Aboriginal languages under the General Outline of the
National Basic Education Program for the Twelfth Year.
Taiwan also introduced language programs for “new
residents” for those who have moved to Taiwan through
international marriage (over 500,000 people as of 2015), early
English education, and second foreign language education
(Japanese, German, French, etc.), reflecting societal changes.

In the latter part of her lecture, Professor Fujii detailed
Taiwan’s 21st-century efforts towards internationalization,
emphasizing the elevation of “mainland languages” (local
languages), English, and “new resident languages”. She
highlighted Taiwan’s enactment of the “National Language
Development Act” and other initiatives to enhance the status
of local languages.

Throughout the lecture, Professor Fujii showcased images
depicting Taiwan’s multilingual tourism and films that
provide insights into Taiwan’s cultural diversity, making the
session a valuable exploration of Taiwan’s language policies,
history, and future prospects.
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Mr. Iwai Atsumu (Co-Director, Japanese Human
Resources Development Center, Kyrgyz Republic)

May 12, 2023 (Fri.)
Zoom Meeting
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The 40th public lecture, titled “Challenges from
Kyrgyzstan: Strategies, Achievements, and Prospects for
Promoting Exchange with Japan in the Field of Higher
Education in Cooperation with Kazakhstan and Mongolia,”
was held on Friday, May 12, 2023. Mr. IWAI Atsumu, Co-
Director of the Kyrgyz Republic-Japan Human Resources
Development Center (KRJC), a public interest incorporated
association, served as the lecturer.

Mr. Iwai has extensive experience with JICA, specializing
in international higher education cooperation in Thailand,
Mongolia, and Egypt. In 2015, he received the Order of the
North Star, Mongolia’s highest honor for foreigners.
Currently, he serves as the co-director of the Kyrgyz-Japan
Center, an international cooperation and exchange
organization established in Bishkek in 1995 through an
agreement between the Japanese and Kyrgyz governments.

During his lecture, Mr. Iwai discussed the strategic needs
of the field and detailed the meticulous process that leads to
reliable outcomes. He highlighted the following achievements
in higher education cooperation: (DKazakh-Kyrgyz Joint
Japan Education Fair (58 Japanese schools participated over 3
years). @)Support for individual interviews between Japanese
and Kyrgyz educational institutions (17 cases). (3)Conclusion
of exchange agreements with Kyrgyz and Japanese
universities through KRJC support (7 agreements completed,
7 in progress). @Exchange agreements between KRJC and
Japanese universities and other institutions (5 agreements
completed, 5 under discussion). ®Exchange agreements
between KRJC and Kyrgyz universities (7 agreements). (6
Internship opportunities for students (2 Japanese, 11 Kyrgyz).
(DStudent group study tours to Kyrgyzstan (1 completed, 1
planned). ®Support for promotional activities at Japanese
universities (4 instances). (9)School-to-school exchanges
between Kyrgyzstan and Mongolia (3 instances). (OKRJC’s
one-month Russian language improvement course (twice
yearly, up to 800 people annually).

KRIJC’s upcoming tasks include: (DFurther identifying and
responding to needs. (@)Establishing the one-month Russian
language course. (3Promoting Japan-Kyrgyzstan exchanges
in engineering. @Facilitating high school exchange
programs. (5)Strengthening the organizational structure.

Mr. Iwai’s lecture was a captivating experience,
showcasing his exceptional ability to identify collaborative
partners, develop and connect organizations, and unite them
under a comprehensive strategy, overcoming significant
obstacles.



B4 Bl BAERWBELFRT V7O 500

AR -ov—v=
TLHHD—|]
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Lore World of Central Asia: What Can Be Seen
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Dr. Andassova Maral (Institute for Advanced
Study, Waseda University)

[ Date |june 8,2023 (Thu.)
Zoom Meeting

The 41st public lecture in the series “The Future of Central
Eurasia and Japan” was held on June 8, 2023. Dr.
ANDASSOVA Maral, lecturer at the Institute for Advanced
Study, Waseda University, delivered a lecture titled “Ancient
Japanese Mythology and the Lore World of Central Asia -
What Can be Seen from the Perspective of Shamanism.”

Professor Andassova, originally from Kazakhstan,
specializes in ancient Japanese literature with a focus on the
Kojiki. She completed her undergraduate studies at the
Faculty of Oriental Languages, Kazakh University of
International Relations and Foreign Languages, and earned
her MA and PhD in Literature from Bukkyo University.

In her lecture, Professor Andassova explored ancient
Japanese mythology and Central Asian folklore through the
lens of communicating with gods via dreams. She began by
recounting stories from Japanese mythology, such as
Emperor Sujin receiving guidance on quelling a plague from
the god Omononushi in a dream, and Emperor Suinin’s son
overcoming a speech impediment after a divine suggestion
from the great god of Izumo received in a dream. She
emphasized dreams as a pathway to divine communication.

Professor Andassova then delved into Central Asian
folklore, highlighting traditions such as receiving prophecies
in dreams during the construction of the Mausoleum of
Khoja Ahmed Yasawi and Arystan Bab. She also discussed
the tradition of Korkut, an 8th-century figure revered as a
saint, shaman, and epic narrator. Variants of Korkut’s
tradition reflect diverse interpretations, including conflicts
with the god of death, interpreted differently by Muslim and
non-Muslim narrators.

During the Q&A session, attendees posed questions about
the presence of female shaman traditions in Central Asia, the
state of shamanism in modern Central Asia, and other related
topics. The lecture provided a captivating exploration of
ancient Japanese and Central Asian traditions, offering
insights into their cultural and spiritual dimensions.
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Mr. Fukuda Kei (Director, Multilingual Media
Department, NHK International Broadcasting
Station)

[ Date |June 23,2023 (Fri.)
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, June 23, 2023, the 42" “Central Eurasia and the
Future of Japan” public lecture meeting was held, inviting
Mr. FUKUDA Kei, Director of Multilingual Media
Department, NHK International Broadcasting Bureau, as a
lecturer to give a lecture entitled “Behind the Scenes of NHK
WORLD-JAPAN: Efforts to Strengthen Russian and
Ukrainian Language Communication after the Invasion of
Ukraine”.

A graduate of the University of Tsukuba’s School of
International and Comprehensive Studies, Mr. Fukuda took
Russian as a third foreign language while still in school, and a
short study abroad program at Ukraine’s Kiev National
University sparked his interest in the country’s language
situation. He then studied Ukraine’s language policy at the
University of Tokyo’s Graduate School, before going to work
for NHK, where he gained experience at a regional
broadcaster and in the World News Department of the
International Broadcasting Bureau, and has been working at
the Russian Language Group Desk of the Multilingual Media
Department since 2020.

To begin, he explained in detail how NHK World Japan’s
Russian-language content service has changed in response to
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, featuring actual programs that
were broadcast. Prior to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, NHK
World Japan Russian-language distribution included news,
Japanese language learning content, radio programs
introducing Japanese culture, customs, and seasonal topics,
and other enjoyable content.

However, after the invasion of Ukraine in February 2022,
these programs were replaced by broadcasts that focused on
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news about Ukraine. Since NHK world Japan’s TV
broadcasts are blocked in Russia, the first step we took was to
strengthen our radio broadcasts, delivering reliable
information to the Russian public via radio.

Since the website can also be viewed from within Russia,
Russian subtitles were added to the broadcasted sessions of
the anti-war art exhibition held at the Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies, which had already been broadcast on the
English-delivered program. The program received a great
response by delivering the thoughts of Ukrainian artists who
continue to create in Kiev even after the invasion and
Belarusian artists who continue to present their works
without fear of making political statements.

In addition to the new Russian service, Ukrainian service is
now available. Mainly for displaced Ukrainian citizens living
in Japan, we provide news about Ukraine and information
about the lives and infrastructure of displaced people in their
own language. We also have a page on living in Japan with
short, easy-to-read articles that provide very basic
information about living in Japan, such as how to visit the
hospital, garbage disposal rules, children’s education, and
how to spend money in Japan. In addition, “Easy Japanese”
content is also available in Ukrainian in anticipation of
growing demand in the future.

Mr. Fukuda concluded his speech by stating that, regarding
the future of Russian-language services, he felt the
importance of the fact that there are people who dare to listen
to our broadcasts despite the ongoing information control in
Russia, and that he would like to provide broadcasts and
services that are close to such people. He also stated
emphatically that he would like to continue to enhance the
content of Ukrainian-language services in the future.

Special Lecture and Discussion “The Road to Digital
Transformation to Change Society”

As part of the infrastructure-building activities of the “The
Nippon Foundation Central Asia-Japan Human Resource
Development Project (NipCA Project)”, a series of public
lectures titled “The Road to Digital Transformation to
Change Society” will be held online. This series of lectures is
designed to provide information on the world’s best and worst
practices for Social Transformation by experts in various
fields. The goal is to develop human resources who can
promote social transformation through learning about various
case studies that use digital technology to solve and improve
local and global issues.
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Prof. Taniguchi Mamoru (Faculty of
Engineering, Information and Systems,
University of Tsukuba)

October 27,2022 (Thu.)

University of Tsukuba, Student Commons /
Zoom

The 5th Special Lecture and Discussion, “The Road to
Digital Transformation to Change Society”, was held on
Thursday, October 27th, 2022. The guest speaker, Professor
TANIGUCHI Mamoru from the Faculty of Engineering,
Information and Systems of the University of Tsukuba, gave a
lecture titled “Diversifying Smart Cities and Their
Challenges.”

Dr. Taniguchi specializes in urban and regional planning,
transportation planning, and environmental planning and
explores urban development from various perspectives.

During the lecture, he talked about the concept of the
“Smart City”, which is often set as a goal of current urban
development, as well as the issues and problems the concept
faces.

At the beginning of the lecture, Mr. Taniguchi talked about
the current situation around the definition of “Smart City”.
Despite the huge amount of information on “Smart Cities”
and numerous papers, the definition of the term has not yet
been finalized.

During the lecture, Mr. Taniguchi talked about Masdar
City in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), known as the
world’s best “Smart City” as it emits no carbon dioxide and
uses renewable energy. However, even though this city of
50,000 people emits virtually no carbon dioxide, rapidly
developing areas such as Dubai and Abu Dhabi, which with a
population of more than 1 million people, still emit a
considerable amount of carbon dioxide. In this way, using
actual examples, Mr. Taniguchi explained that the primary
goal of the “Smart City” concept, which is to reduce carbon
dioxide, may not be fully achieved.

With the advancement of IT, the hurdles in obtaining
information have become easier to overcome. Under these
circumstances, the special service that provides the best
combination of various transportation services for
individuals, called Maas (Mobility as a Service), has become
increasingly popular. In the past, individuals had to make
separate arrangements for each transportation system, but the
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new Internet services make it possible to combine various
transportation and payment systems into one. Mr. Taniguchi
gave a more detailed explanation of the MaaS, explaining
how it makes traveling easier and more convenient.

IT services will continue to penetrate urban development
and our daily lives. The development of IT, in conjunction
with the lockdowns due to the COVID-19 pandemic, made
everyone experience and realize the convenience of online
shopping and call services. Nevertheless, the problems with
the decline of small businesses and the decline of urban
development due to the popularization of online services have
also been raised.

To sum up, Dr. Taniguchi gave us an the important lecture
about the feasibility of incorporating energy issues and the
introduction of IT into urban development and about the
negative aspects of such innovations, which we have to be
aware of.This lecture was the first hybrid (face-to-face and
online) event for the NipCA project. The Q&A session was
lively ensued. The guest speaker received many questions on
digital technologies and their usage, problems on
revitalization of the declining cities and the transportation
problems that emerged as a result of promoting urban

development.

NipCA project is offering special lectures in 2023 for
students in the Japanese language department at Azadi
University of World Languages.

Bl FiE (T

Prof. Usuyama Toshinobu (NipCA Project
Administration Director, University of
Tsukuba)

May 26, 2023 (Fri.)
Zoom Meeting

On Friday, May 26, 2023, as part of the first “COIL-type
Large-scale Education Promotion Project with
Turkmenistan”, the NipCA Project Director, Professor
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USUYAMA Toshinobu of the University of Tsukuba,
delivered a lecture titled “Japanese Local Governments and
the Spread and Expansion of {Easy Japanese)” to the
students of the Japanese Language Department at Azadi
University of World Languages. The lecture was conducted
online via Zoom and attended by 24 Japanese-language
students from Turkmenistan and five teachers.

This lecture began with a discussion about the increased
focus on the number of foreign residents in Japan as the total
population in the country, especially youth, continues to
decline. With a simplified procedure to obtain the residence
status in Japan, the number of foreign residents is likely to
continue to grow further. In fact, Japan’s strategy is toward
becoming an immigrant-receiving country.

Therefore, in order to assess how comfortable the local
environment is for foreign residents, this lecture presented an
analysis of 44 municipalities in Ibaraki Prefecture (where the
University of Tsukuba is located), specifically the current
status and challenges of the multilingual support provided by
local governments. Since there were many fatalities and
injuries among foreign residents during the Great East Japan
Earthquake that took place in March 2011, the Japanese
government has paid particular attention to the promotion of
“easy Japanese” to reduce the risks associated with natural
disasters. The initial examination of the websites of local
governments in Ibaraki Prefecture showed that many of them
support more than one language, with Ryugasaki City
supporting the most significant number of languages (104).
Professor Usuyama also presented the unique case of the city
of Omitama, which has introduced “Cloud Translation,” a
private online interpretation service. In the near future, this
service—where interpreters are contacted via tablet
terminals to provide real-time interpretation online—will
probably become more widely available.

However, elementary, junior high, high school and other
educational and medical institutions lag behind municipal
websites in providing multilingual support. So, various
measures, such as integrating these websites into municipal
websites, are a possible solution.

At the same time, more significant issues require more
comprehensive solutions; thus, Professor Usuyama stressed
the need for public awareness about the difficulties foreign
residents face, especially regarding access to information.
Professor Usuyama also called for a wider discussion about
the possibility of linking the principles and goals of the SDGs
with the multilingual response activities provided by local
governments to deepen public awareness about both local and
global issues.

In the second half of the lecture, Professor Usuyama also
spoke on the importance and potential of “easy Japanese”
research. This research was born out of a reflection on the
failure to communicate disaster information to foreign
victims of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake of January
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Vol. 2 “Contrast between Japanese and Turkmen

1995. Actual examples of replacing Japanese with “easy
Japanese” and examples of how local governments have
adopted it were presented in the lecture, as was the
introduction of a new and upcoming research field called
“easy language” research.

This field holds tremendous potential for addressing SDG-
related issues, such as disaster prevention and mitigation
education and multicultural education.

At the end of the lecture, the audience asked how Japanese
people feel about the increasing number of foreigners in
Japan, as well as how long foreigners can stay in Japan on a

visa.
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Mr. Oku Masahiro (Project Researcher,
University of Tsukuba)

[ Date ]June 27,2023 (Tue.)
Zoom Meeting

On Tuesday, June 27, 2023, as part of the second “COIL-
type University Education Promotion Project with
Turkmenistan,” Dr. OKU Masahiro, a specially appointed
researcher in the Humanities and Social Sciences at the
University of Tsukuba, delivered a special lecture dedicated
to the comparison of Japanese and Turkmen languages. Dr.
Oku had previously taught the Japanese language course at
the Azadi University of World Languages. Students and
faculty members from the School of Oriental Languages at
the Azadi University of World Languages participated in the
online lecture through Zoom.

The interactive lecture included questions and covered
phylogenetic relations between Japanese and Turkmen

“ 2 v « ”

languages, pronunciation (“n” and n, il and u, y), contra-
positional suffixes, and accusative forms. It provided an
opportunity to consider the differences and similarities
between the Japanese and Turkmen languages.

In the introduction to this lecture, Dr. Oku discussed the
phylogeny of Japanese and Turkmen languages, as well as the
Altaic language family hypothesis, which had previously
suggested that: (1) there are consonants that appear to
correspond; (2) neither language has words that start with r;
and (3) there is a theory that Japanese had vowel harmony. It
was explained how Japanese and Turkmen phylogenies had

previously been considered in the same context.
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Inclusive Pedagogy for Globalizing Higher

Education: Evidence from Primary Qualitative
Research on English-medium University Practices
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66th Annual Meeting of the Comparative and
International Education Society (CIES Conference 2022)

[FfEE 120224 4A18H(A)~ 22H (&)

SRYIMIRTR) ZATCREF Y 51 VER)

7OV 2y b ORI Th 2 AN T MRS,

2022 4 4 H 18 H~ 22 Hizh ) CHlfE S - [EB 24
Comparative and International Education Society
(CIES) D% 66 [MERX RIS £ L 72,

Sl RE 2V MO I 27 R ATHES LA
RaF, REIKHRan T Y 4 VASEOHED IO F
VYA LEFTUITAVTONAL Ty FRfiEE D L
7z, 44k TILLUMINATING THE POWER OF IDEA/
LISM; %207 —< I A, 3000 4L 1o
ITEOWIFRHPLIEBEDEE ) BT, SR

Dr. Oku also gave a presentation on how to study and teach
the pronunciation of “n” and “u” — which Turkmen learners of
Japanese should pay special attention to, by contrasting it
with the Turkmen pronunciation. The findings also confirmed
that the omission of the contralateral suffix in both languages
is caused by different rules: in Japanese, it is omitted in
spoken Japanese, and in Turkmen, it is not used when the
object is indefinite. In the case of the causal form, there are
many instances where Turkmen may be used in the causal
form that Japanese cannot be used in, and this is a good
starting point for considering the characteristics of the two
languages.

At the end of the lecture, the audience asked many
insightful questions, such as: “Should detailed pronunciation
instructions be given at the first-year stage of the language
introduction?

InElribvd Pidagagy Tor Globaliging Haghar Edudition
tmumhnn;‘mﬁmm“ﬂmlmn\pu
i e Ly o e

Assoc. prof. Yamamoto Yukiko (NipCA Project)

66th Annual Meeting of the Comparative and
International Education Society (CIES
Conference 2022)

[ Date ] April 18 (Mon.) - 22 (Fri.), 2022
Minneapolis, MN, USA (Online Presentation)

Associate Professor YAMAMOTO Yukiko (NipCA
Project) participated in the 66th Annual Meeting of the
Comparative and International Education Society (CIES) held
from April 18 to 22, 2022. The conference was held in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA; however, due to the
continuing effects of the Covid-19, online participation was
also carried out. In this year, the conference brought together
more than 3,000 researchers and practitioners in the field of
comparative education under the theme of
“ILLUMINATING THE POWER OF IDEA/LISM”. On the
second day of the conference, April 19 at 21:00 (Minneapolis
local time), Prof. Yamamoto presented the paper “Inclusive



fiisfinsfrbin E L, 1WA 3 AL 2 0
Ho4H19H (k). 21:00 (257K ZBUHIRERE)
& b “Inclusive Pedagogy for Globalizing Higher Ed-
ucation: Evidence from Primary Qualitative Research
on English-medium University Practices” & \» 9 #HH
DWFRRRDFHELRZITOE L, ZOHRBIIERYEDA A
~A4u7 o0 FEPHEEETT> T % EMLED
—BC. BT 2 KA T 2 HEEDRFEICOVTO
R 2RI LM ETL R, ZORER
“Inclusion, innovation, and leadership in different
educational levels” & \x9 v ¥ a v Tffbi, L4
FEFIDEy arvnF 27 BEOE L, REOR
fRlb. 77XV ABMDSDSHNILCH Y FHATLE
2, Z2ofRb ) 77 etk Likc EOWEH &
DERLZANTEREABR G2 2R T2 TY,

Modernity, Development and Decolonization of
Knowledge in Central Asia: Kazakhstan as a

Foreign Aid Provider
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The 15th Seoul ODA International
Conference
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FModernity, Development and Decolonization of

Knowledge in Central Asia: Kazakhstan as a Foreign

Pedagogy for Globalizing Higher Education: Evidence from
Primary Qualitative Research on English-medium University
Practices”. This research is a part of the English Medium
Instruction (EMI) study that she has been conducting with
Prof. ISMAILOV Murod. She shared the result of the
qualitative study that analyzed English medium classes
within international universities. It was presented in the
session, “Inclusion, innovation, and leadership in different
educational levels”, in which Prof. Yamamoto also served as
the session chair. Due to the time difference, there were not
many participants from the U.S., but instead, she found that
participants were from various countries, and she enjoyed the
opportunity to exchange views with researchers from all over
the world.

Dr. Insebayeva Nafissa (NipCA Project
researcher)

15th Seoul ODA International Conference
September 1,2022 (Thu.)
Seul, Korea

On September 1st, 2022, NipCA Project researcher Dr.
INSEBAYEVA Nafissa participated in the 15th Seoul ODA
International Conference, which was organized by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea and the
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA). The
conference was held in Seoul, South Korea, under the theme
“Expanding the horizon for global development
partnerships.” The event was attended by representatives of
the world’s leading and emerging development agencies,
international organizations, and research institutions, such as
the UNDP, USAID, UNOSSC, OECD, UNESCAP, Center for
Global Development (CDG) and others.

Dr. Insebayeva participated in the conference as a member of
the Kazakhstani delegation led by the Chairman of the Executive
Board at Kazakhstan Agency for International Development
(KazAID), Mr. YELEUKENOYV Dastan. Dr. Insebayeva
specialises in international development cooperation and has
published a book titled “Modernity, Development and
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Diplomatic relations between Japan and Georgia

over the past three decades
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Decolonization of Knowledge in Central Asia: Kazakhstan as a
Foreign Aid Provider” (Palgrave, 2022).

The conference served as an essential platform, which
brought together various development actors for the purpose
of promoting partnership and innovation in international
development cooperation. The speakers covered a wide range
of issues pertaining to the role of donors in development. They
had an opportunity to share local knowledge and exchange
ideas about tackling global development challenges.

Dr. Bibilashvili Mariam (affiliated researcher of
the SPJES, University of Tsukuba)

Thirty Years of Diplomatic Relations Between
Georgia and Japan

September 7, 2022 (Wed.)
Thbilisi, Georgia

On September 7, 2022, the Georgian Institute of Politics
(GIP), together with Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University (TSU) and the Embassy of Japan to Georgia,
“Thirty Years of
Diplomatic Relations Between Georgia and Japan.” The event

organized the public discussion —

was held in Tbilisi, Georgia.

Dr. BIBILASHVILI Mariam, the affiliated researcher of
the Special Program in Japanese and Eurasian Studies at the
University of Tsukuba, presented her policy paper exploring
the evolution of diplomatic relations between Japan and
Georgia over the past three decades. The paper argues that
the main obstacle on this path is that Georgia still needs to
strengthen its capability to provide a favorable environment
to Japanese businesses and establish its credibility as a
trustworthy actor in the Japan-EU connectivity process.

The discussion was opened by the Ambassador of Japan to
Georgia, H.E. IMAMURA Akira and was followed by the
remarks of the invited speakers from Japan and Georgia: Dr.
HIGASHINO Atsuko (Professor, Graduate School of
Business Sciences, Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Tsukuba), Dr. MAEDA Hirotake (Professor,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tokyo
Metropolitan University), Ambassador MACHAVARIANI
Vano, (Former Ambassador, Georgian Embassy to Japan).
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1) Suvanova Yulduzkhon (2021 NipCA Fellow)
2) Bazarova Asal (2021 NipCA Fellow)
3) Mavlonova Maftuna (2021 NipCA Fellow)
September 29, 2022 (Thu.)
University of Tsukuba

On September 29, 2022, at the Japan-Uzbekistan Student
Forum hosted at the University of Tsukuba, three 2021
NipCA Fellows gave presentations on their respective
research topics. The forum was open for students engaged in
the study of Japan and Uzbekistan in a wide range of
disciplines. Numerous presentations on Japan and Uzbekistan
were featured at the forum, including ones on “Changes in
Fox Alien Marriage Tales in Japan”, and “Reception of
German Films in Interwar Japan,” and many others. The
following is an overview of the presentations made by NipCA
Fellows.

1) SUVANOVA Yulduzkhon (2021 NipCA Fellow) gave a
presentation titled “Women’s Empowerment in Uzbekistan”.
Politicians, international organizations, and academics have
all actively debated the idea of empowerment regarding
gender and poverty. Although there are numerous variations
in how this question is addressed, the basic idea is the same.
However, there are differences in how different organizations
define the term, which muddles local and global decision-
making processes and policies on this topic. The purpose of
this study is to examine differences and conventionalities in
the use of the term “empowerment” and to see what impact
differing definitions have on policies, laws and decision-
making processes.

2) As a master’s student studying “International Public
Policy,” BAZAROVA Asal (2021 NipCA Fellow) participated
in the Forum and gave a presentation titled “The Experience
of Aspiring Female Entrepreneurs with the Framework of
Uzbekistan’s Policy (2019-2022)”. She had the opportunity to
present the results of interviews she conducted with women
entrepreneurs in Uzbekistan to a large audience.

3) MAVLONOVA Maftuna (2021 NipCA Fellow) presented
her research on “Female engagement in STEM in
Uzbekistan”. The study concentrated on the causes of the
underrepresentation of women in STEM fields and strategies
to increase their engagement. The study uses data from
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New Political Actors in the Electoral Process:
Japan’s Election Management Boards Online
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interviews with women working in STEM fields as a target
group. According to the presenter, different remarks and
inquiries made in response to the report helped to deepen her
knowledge of the topic and gave her a great chance to
network with other students who shared her interest in this
particular topic.

The participants received a variety of questions, comments,
and suggestions with new viewpoints and opinions during the
Q&A session following the presentations. At this dynamic
and productive forum, the speakers’ passion for giving back
to the academic communities in Uzbekistan and Japan could
be clearly seen. We believe the attendees also had an
excellent chance to broaden their perspectives by being part
of the forum.

[Presenter] Assoc. prof. Tkach Kawasaki Leslie (NipCA
project cooperating faculty member)

the 8th Annual Conference of the International
Journal of Press/Politics (1JPP)

September 22 (Thu.) - 23 (Fri.), 2022

The University of Loughborough, United
Kingdom

Thursday, September 22 — Friday, September 23, 2022,
NipCA project cooperating faculty member Associate
Professor TKACH-KAWASAKI Leslie attended the 8th
Annual Conference of the International Journal of Press/
Politics (IJPP) at the University of Loughborough,
Loughborough, United Kingdom. The IJPP is one of the
foremost academic journals in the political communications
field, and their annual conference is highly regarded as a
venue for presenting new and cutting-edge academic work.
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Translating Views into Votes: Trends in Engaging

Young Japanese Voters
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Over 50 researchers participated, presenting many papers
covering multiple perspectives of current political
communications research.

The conference started on Wednesday, September 21, with
a keynote speech by Maria Repnikova, an Associate
Professor from Georgia State University and an expert on
Chinese political communication, followed by the
conference’s inaugural dinner at one of the conference hotels.
Dr. Tkach-Kawasaki chaired a panel on media, pluralism,
and democracy on the first full day of the conference on
September 22nd. On Friday, September 23, Dr. Tkach-
Kawasaki presented her paper on “New Political Actors in the
Electoral Process: Japan’s Election Management Boards
Online.” This presentation was a unique opportunity to share
her ongoing research concerning how public institutions such
as election management boards utilize various media
channels, including online media, to promote voting in
election campaigns. This topic is particularly significant in
Japan, as local election management boards traditionally have
played key roles in disseminating election-related
information through strictly controlled procedures, including
precise instructions concerning election poster dissemination
and broadsheets containing information about individual
candidates. The conference came to an end in the evening of
September 23 with closing statements and a farewell drinks
reception at the University of Loughborough’s Holywell Park
Conference Center.

Dr. Tkach-Kawasaki is very grateful for the
encouragement and financial support from the NipCA Project
to attend this prestigious event and have the opportunity to
participate in meaningful academic exchanges about political
communications with researchers from all over the world.

[Presenter] Assoc. prof. Tkach Kawasaki Leslie (NipCA
project cooperating faculty member)

the 34th Annual Conference of the Japan
Studies Association of Canada (JSAC)

October 21 (Fri.) - 23 (Sun.), 2022
Toronto Metropolitan University, Canada

On Friday, October 21-Sunday, October 23, 2022, NipCA
project fellow supervisor Associate Professor TKACH-
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KAWASAKI Leslie attended the 34th Annual Conference of
the Japan Studies Association of Canada (JSAC) at Toronto
Metropolitan University, Toronto, Canada.

As one of the foremost academic societies in Canada
devoted to multidisciplinary research involving Japan, the
JSAC’s annual conference is highly regarded for its vibrant
academic exchange and congenial atmosphere. With the
theme of “Translation,” this year’s conference welcomed over
50 researchers, including many graduate students and early
career researchers. Dr. Tkach-Kawasaki has been a JSAC
member for many years and is one of the editors for the 2021
and 2022 conference proceedings.

This year’s conference started on Friday, October 21 with
the first session directly addressing the conference theme of
“Translation,” followed by the first of three keynote lectures
by noted translator GOOSSEN Ted of York University,
Canada. After lunch, YAMAMOTO Noriko of the Japan
Foundation, Toronto, and TURETKEN Ozgur, Associate
Dean of Research in the Ted Rogers School of Management,
Toronto Metropolitan University, gave their welcome remarks
to conference attendees. The second keynote speech by
WESTNEY Eleanor of York University, Toronto, was given
in the late afternoon.

On Saturday, October 22, the second full day of the
conference, Dr. Tkach-Kawasaki gave her presentation
entitled “Translating Views into Votes: Trends in Engaging
Young Japanese Voters.” Her research showed how political
parties and candidates are using innovative online media
means to appeal to the electorate, especially young people.
Through video, gamification, and various online channels,
their transformative political marketing techniques are
heralding a new “online” era in Japanese political marketing
that seeks to transform “views” into “votes.” Her presentation
was followed by a lively discussion about political
communication trends among political parties in Japan.

The third keynote lecture by Naoki Sakai of Cornell
University was a fascinating account of the “individuality of
language and the modern international world,” which also
engendered much discussion among conference participants.
The conference concluded on Sunday, October 23, with the
final panel entitled “In Japan” and a closing lunch session at
Toronto Metropolitan University.

Associate Professor Tkach-Kawasaki is very appreciative
of the encouragement of and financial support from the
NipCA Project to attend this event. She emphasized that
being able to meet with other researchers and participate in
meaningful academic exchange was a wonderful opportunity.
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The Process of Creating “Easy Kazakh” and “Easy

Russian” Languages for People with
Developmental Disabilities in Kazakhstan
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Prof. Ninomiya Takashi (Invited Professor of the
Department of Far Eastern Studies, Faculty of
Oriental Studies, Kazakh National University)

International Conference, Crossroads of
Civilizations 15: Mutual Understanding of
Different Cultures, Ethnicities, and Languages
through the Prism of Comparative Typological
Studies 2

March 11, 2023 (Fri.)

The Tashkent State University of Oriental
Studies, Uzbekistan

On March 11, 2023, Takashi Ninomiya, a faculty member
of the NipCA project, participated in the International
Conference “Crossroads of Civilizations 15: Mutual
Understanding of Different Cultures, Ethnicities, and
Languages through the Prism of Comparative Typological
Research” organized by Tashkent State University of Oriental
Studies, and presented the results of his research.

Representatives of research institutes in Uzbekistan, Japan
and Kazakhstan attended this academic conference on
Uzbekistan and Japanese studies.

Mr. Ninomiya presented the results of his research entitled
“The Process of Creating “Easy Kazakh” and “Easy Russian”
Languages for People with Developmental Disabilities in
Kazakhstan. In this presentation, it was suggested how the
Kazakhstani government and society could develop an “easy
Kazakh” and “easy Russian” language movement based on
the “easy language” movement in Germany. In particular, the
focus is on people with developmental disabilities, which
differs from the target audience of “easy language” for
foreigners in Japan.

The conference brought together many linguists and
sociologists and provided a valuable opportunity to exchange
ideas about people with developmental disabilities and
“friendly language” in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan.
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Educational and Academic Exchange at the University of

Tsukuba: The Nippon Foundation’s Project for the

Development of Human Resources in Central Asia (NipCA)
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Prof. Usuyama Toshinobu (Humanities and
Social Sciences), Dr. Kajiyama Yuji (the NipCA
project coordinator and UIA, University of
Tsukuba)

March 17, 2023 (Fri.)

The Embassy of the Republic of Kazakhstan in
Japan

On Friday, March 17, 2023, the Embassy of the Republic of
Kazakhstan in Japan hosted the “Researcher Exchange
Conference Commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between Japan and
Kazakhstan,” where 20 researchers from Japan and
Kazakhstan had an opportunity to deliver presentations on
various topics.

The NipCA project leader, Professor USUYAMA
Toshinobu (Humanities and Social Sciences), and the project
coordinator, KAJIYAMA Yuji, UIA (University
International Administrator), represented the NipCA project
and presented a report titled “Educational and Academic
Exchange at the University of Tsukuba: The Nippon
Foundation’s Project for the Development of Human
Resources in Central Asia (NipCA)”.

As a cooperating faculty member of the NipCA project and
the coordinator of the Almaty Office, University of Tsukuba,
Dr. NINOMIYA Takashi (Invited Professor, Department of
Far Eastern Studies, Faculty of Oriental Studies, Kazakh
National University) participated in the conference virtually
and gave a presentation titled “Issues in Kazakh Language
Studies: Grammar, Pragmatics and Other Topics.”

Following the conference, attendees were treated to
traditional Kazakh cuisine and Dombra performances, which
created a delightful setting for further conversations about
future collaboration between Japan and Kazakhstan.
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Language and Culture in Ukraine after the
Maidan Revolution
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Dr. Kajiyama Yuji (the NipCA project
coordinator and UIA, University of Tsukuba)

Colloque International 2023
March 25 (Sat.) - 26 (Sun.), 2023
Kyoto University

NipCA project coordinator Dr. KAJIYAMA Yuji
participated in the Colloque International 2023 symposium
held at Kyoto University.

Held under the theme “On the Diversity of Bilingualism,”
this international research gathering brought together many
researchers from Japan and abroad, and featured several
lectures, reports, symposiums, and workshops that took place
on March 25-26, 2023. NipCA Project Coordinator Dr.
Kajiyama participated in a symposium on “Issues of
Translation and Cultural Mediation” and presented a report
titled “Language and Culture in Ukraine after the Maidan
Revolution”. The report focused on film and analyzed how
national language policies have been implemented by the
Ukrainian government to increase the use of the Ukrainian
language since the Maidan Revolution of 2014. During the
Q&A session, participants made many comments and asked
many questions, indicating a high level of interest in the
country’s cultural policy, which they do not have much
opportunity to learn about even amidst the many news
reports on the situation in Ukraine.

The conference was a valuable and enriching opportunity
to learn about the diversity and pluralism of bilingualism

from perspectives.

Central Asia and Japan

7?7 L HA



Central Asia and Japan

thie 7o 7 & HA

Japan’s Digital Transformation (DX) and Trends in

Public Policy Communication
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Prof. Tkach Kawasaki Leslie (NipCA project
cooperating faculty member)

International Association for Media and
Communications Research (IAMCR) Lyon 23

[ Date |july 9-13,2023
Lyon, France

Professor TKACH-KAWASAKI Leslie (NipCA Project)
attended the TAMCR (International Association for Media
and Communications Research) Lyon 23 Annual Conference,
held on July 9-13, 2023. The IAMCR is one of the foremost
academic associations in the world focusing on media and
communications. The first IAMCR conference was held in
Paris, France in 1957, and since 1990, the conferences have
been held annually in locations throughout the world. The
IAMCR has over 2,800 active members with over 80 sections
and working group chairs and deputies (IAMCR website,
2024). The annual IAMCR conference has high standards of
scholarship and application to present one’s work is highly
competitive.

The conference started on July 9 with welcome speeches by
local authorities, the IAMCR executive, the local host
(Sciences Po Lyon), followed by a well-attended reception.
The welcome ceremonies were chaired by Professor
PAQUIENSEGUY Francoise and Professor STAII Adrian,
and FUCHS Christian of the Department of Media Studies,
Paderborn University, gave the keynote speech.

On Monday, July 10, Professor Tkach-Kawasaki presented
her paper entitled “Japan’s Digital Transformation (DX) and
Trends in Public Policy Communication.” This presentation
was a unique opportunity to share her ongoing research
concerning how public administration officials, politicians,
and candidates utilize various media channels, including
online media, set against the background of Japan’s digital
transformation (DX) efforts. This topic is particularly
significant in Japan, which saw major strides in propelling
digitalization of government services during the COVID-19
pandemic period from January 2020 to May 2023. Setting
Japan’s DX efforts firmly within the Japanese social,
political, and technological context, this paper identified
actors and analyzed their key roles in Japan’s DX advances.

The conference dinner reception was held on July 12 at
Lyon’s Musee des Confluences, and the conference itself
concluded on July 13 with a well-attended closing plenary
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focusing on scholar and media industries’ roles in sustainable
communication.

Professor Tkach-Kawasaki is very grateful for the
encouragement and financial support from the NipCA Project
to attend this prestigious event and have the opportunity to
participate in meaningful academic exchanges about digital
transformation and political communications with

researchers from all over the world.

Shiribeshi General Subprefectual Bureau, Niseko HANAZONO Resort, etc.
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A total of fourteen NipCA Fellows (seven 2nd-term NipCA
Fellows, six 3rd-term NipCA Fellows, and one 4th-term
NipCA Fellow) participated in the “Hokkaido Study Tour,” a
Japanese company internship program, from July 12
(Tuesday) to July 15 (Friday), 2022.

The Fellows received training from local governments and
companies that are implementing progressive initiatives and
learned about the SDGs in the uniquely developing Niseko
region of Hokkaido. The internship included many programs,
such as an inspection of the area around Niseko Station, a
lecture by Chatrium Niseko’s manager, an inspection of the
HANAZONO Resort project to light up the summer, a visit to
the Shiribeshi General Sub-prefectural Bureau, a tour of
Hokkaido University, an interaction at Hokkaido Niseko

Senior High School, a lecture by local businessman Mr.
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SDGs Seminar on Central Eurasia program

(Ishigaki, Okinawa)
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Nikawara, a tour of the Hokkaido SDGs, a tour of the
Lupicia’s Beer Factory, a lecture about Niseko by tourism
consultant Mr. HAGGART Paul, a visit to Niseko Town Hall,
a visit to the Hokkaido Government Office, and lectures by
Mr. Murakami and Ms. Sasaki from Niseko Machi Co., Ltd.
A report on the exchange at Niseko High School during the
training program was published in the Hokkaido Shimbun on
July 29, 2022.
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February 8 (Wed.) - 11 (Sat.), 2023

Ishigaki City Hall, International Coral Reef Research and Monitoring Center, etc.
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A total of fourteen NipCA fellows (six 3rd-cohort NipCA
fellows and eight 4th-cohort NipCA fellows) participated in
the “Okinawa Study Tour,” an SDGs seminar under the
Central Eurasia Program, from February 8 (Wednesday) to
February 11 (Saturday) 2023.

The city of Ishigaki was selected as an “SDGs Future City”
and “Municipal SDGs Model Project.” The city is located in a
region with a diverse and rich natural landscape, including
the famous Iriomote Island, a UNESCO World Natural
Heritage Site, and Sekisei Lagoon, the largest coral reef in
Japan. Through a nature walk on the island, visits to research
institutes and companies specializing in the SDGs, and
exchanges with students from local high schools, the fellows
learned about SDGs pertaining to society, nature, and
culture. During the seminar, the students visited Ishigaki City
Hall, Yaeyama High School, Yacyama Shokusan Co., Ltd.,
Yaeyama Museum, Yaeyama Commercial High School,
Ishigaki Limestone Cave, Taketomi Island, etc. They also
attended a lecture on coral and a lecture by Mr. Eric van Rijn
from the Netherlands, observed coral reefs and marine life
from a glass-bottom boat, and participated in beach clean-up
activities. The Yaeyama Nippo and the Yaeyama-Mainichi
Shimbun published articles about the program’s exchange at
Yaeyama High School on February 9 and February 11, 2023,
respectively.



BAEEA VG-V
(AbiEE = AFHERTT
Internship at a Japanese company

(Niseko, Hokkaido)

(8 ™ 12023 7H198(K) ~7H22H(1)
EMZA&KH. — £ IJHANAZONO ) V' — M EhH

[Period ]July 19 (Wed.) - 22 (Sat.), 2023

Kutchan Town Hall, Niseko HANAZONO Resort, etc.

FHAMNIpCA 7 v —7%41%, 202347 H 19 H
(K)~7H22H (+) chrFT, HARES vy —v
>y 771 HRENHER T, Il E L, 70—
7o B IR SRER R HLD #lA 21T 9 HiREPRETOE %
2, MAOFEEZRT 5 I0EE = aiRic BT %
SDGS IZOoWTHEHLEF L, [ v F—v v 7T,

=+ 2 HANAZONO VU v/ — b, ALifitife & s,
Sk Dy F 3 VRS, T, A A,

MR ABE, AL, = a@fEtos, duimd

= IR IA £ 9 TSR &AL LT,

F, BOR=t a2 —7 7 FTIIEEDRERAS
AT X BEFEREICOVTOREBEL R, BEE T
BERME I ke F O E Lk, WHEThoRTI1Z, 2023
£ 8 H 3 HAHGERE I I L E L7,

BEERAVY—229 7

Internship at a Japanese company Il
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[ Period | July 20, 31, August 22, 23, 2023
lida Group Holdings Co.
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A total of seven 4th-term NipCA Fellows participated in the
“Hokkaido Study Tour,” a Japanese company internship
program, from July 19 (Wednesday) to July 22 (Saturday),
2023. The Fellows received training from local governments
and companies that are implementing progressive initiatives
and learned about the SDGs in the uniquely developing
Niseko region of Hokkaido. During the internship, the
students visited Niseko Hanazono Resort, Shiribeshi
Subprefecture Bureau, Niseko Ostrich Farm, Hokkaido
Government Office, the Hokkaido University Museum,
Kutchan Museum of Natural History, Kutchan Town Office,
Niseko Takahashi Daily Farm, Hokkaido Niseko High
School, JA Youtei ‘s Snow-Cooled Low-Temperature Rice
Storage Facility, etc. In addition, they attended a lecture on
agricultural management by Mr. Okushiba at Michi no Eki
Niseko View Plaza and learned about waste management
methods at Tsukagoshi Industry. A report on the training
program was published in the Hokkaido Shimbun on August
3,2023.

As part of The Nippon Foundation’s “Central Asia-Japan
Human Resources Development Project,” 25 short-term
exchange students from Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University—a partner school under Tsukuba University’s
Campus-in-Campus (CiC) concept—along with four 4th-term
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Kyrgyz-Japan Center Summer One-Month
Russian Language Skill Improvement Course in

Kyrgyzstan

NipCA Fellows, participated in the “Japanese Company
Internship I1.” They visited the Mitaka Head Office of lida
Group Holdings Co. on Tuesday, August 22, and the Moka
Plant of First Wood Co. on Wednesday, August 23. During
the internship, the students gained insights into the housing
conditions and characteristics of different countries and
learned about the sustainability efforts of these companies.

(% ™ 1202348H21H(A)~9A15H(&) EYas2(FILFR)
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[ Period ] August 21 (Mon.) - September 15 (Fri.), 2023 Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic
[Jointly sponsored by | Kyrgyz Republic-Japan Center for Human Resources Development
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From August 21 (Mon.) to September 15 (Fri.), 2023, the
Kyrgyz-Japan Center Summer One-Month Russian Skill
Improvement Course (26 days) was held in Bishkek, the
capital of the Kyrgyz Republic. Twenty-two students from
Japanese universities nationwide and three from Tsukuba
University participated in this course. This program was
established in cooperation with the University of Tsukuba,
the Kyrgyz Republic-Japan Center (KRJC) supported by the
JICA project, and Kyrgyz National University. It aims to
provide opportunities for Russian language students to study
Russian in Kyrgyzstan, where Russian is the official
language, especially given the current difficulties in studying
abroad in Russia. Therefore, this program is designed for
students majoring in Russian or studying it as a second
language at Japanese universities. It includes 58 hours of
Russian language courses (elementary and intermediate
levels), 8 hours of introductory Kyrgyz language courses, a
20-night homestay, visits to Kyrgyz schools, exchange
programs with Kyrgyz and university students, and an
optional tour of Lake Issyk Kul. Participants also engage in
international cooperation activities, experiencing nomadic
and Islamic cultures amidst the region’s stunning natural
landscapes. Comprehensive Japanese support is provided
before, during, and after the program.

Students from various universities, including the
University of Tsukuba, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies,
Sophia University, Kobe City University of Foreign Studies,
Waseda University, Kyoto University of Foreign Studies,
Kanazawa University, and Toyama University, participated in
this event. It offered valuable opportunities for interactions
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Return report meeting of the 2022 language

training program (in Kazakhstan)

with Kyrgyz people and students from other universities
interested in Russian and Kyrgyz languages. Furthermore, a
debriefing session for program returnees will be held on
Thursday, October 19, 2023.

202356 H23H (&) HEKXE AXHIFRAR

[ Date |June 23,2023 (Fri.)

Building A, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tsukuba
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On Friday, June 23, 2023, a debriefing session took place
following the conclusion of the language training program
held at Al-Farabi Kazakh National University (Almaty,
Republic of Kazakhstan), one of the Campus-in-Campus
(CiC) partner universities, which lasted from February 17 to
March 24, 2023 (36 days).

The program, known as “Overseas Language Training:
Russian C,” was jointly developed by the Center for Global
Communication Education and Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University. A total of 11 undergraduate students, ranging
from the 2nd to the 4th year, participated in this program.

In addition to receiving practical training in Russian and
Kazakh, participants, including students and beginners,
enhanced their understanding of the diversity within
Russian-speaking cultures and societies through homestays
and daily life experiences in the field.

The results of the month-long language and cross-cultural
training program were presented through three group
presentations titled “Report on Return from Short-Term
Language Program in Kazakhstan,” “Relationship between
Kazakhstan and Japan,” and “Life in Kazakhstan”.

Following the group presentations, all participants shared
their impressions regarding the positive and challenging
aspects of the training program. Each participant was able to
reflect on their personal growth before and after the training,
highlighting experiences that could not be obtained online,
such as on-site knowledge acquisition and increased
motivation to learn the language. The program provided a
significant opportunity for all participants to experience
substantial growth throughout and beyond the training
period.

The debriefing was conducted face-to-face, gathering
students and faculty interested in language training and area
studies at the Humanities and Social Sciences Building A to
listen to the reports.
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'The 4th online screening of Russian and
Central Asian films

2022 6 A3H (%)
Zoom, ULIZA
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20:00-21:20: Tz -IIVPVEEBIEDIILY (2021 F, 764) Lk

[ Date |June 3,2022 (Fri.)
[ Venue | Zoom, ULIZA

19:15-19:55 Lecture “Representation of the Transnistrian Moldovan Republic as a “neighbor” of Ukraine.”
(Dr. Kajiyama Yuji, the NipCA project coordinator and UIA, University of Tsukuba)
20:00-21:20 Film “Pigeon’s Milk” (2021, 76 min.), by Eugen Marian
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The 4th online screening of Russian and Central Asian
films took place on Friday, June 3, 2022. The fourth edition
featured the drama Pigeon’s Milk (2021), directed by Eugen
Marian for the first time in the Moldovan Republic of
Transnistria (Pridnestrovie), a breakaway state within
Moldova.

In the eastern part of Moldova, a former Soviet Union
country, often called the poorest country in Europe, there is
an unrecognized state called the “Transnistrian Moldovan
Republic (Pridnestrovie)” located across the Dniester River
on the border with Ukraine. Although internationally,
Transnistria is considered to be a part of Moldova, this
seceded state is under fire because of its large Russian
population and the presence of Russian troops. Tensions have
increased since the Russian military invasion of Ukraine in
February of this year. As a result of increasing interest in
recent developments in the international arena, up to 200
people registered for the online screening within the first
three days of advertising. This time, as in the previous three
online screenings, the capacity had exceeded the maximum
number of applicants — 500 people.

Before the screening, Dr. KAJIYAMA Yuji, coordinator of
the NipCA project, gave a preliminary commentary entitled
“Representation of the Transnistrian Moldovan Republic as a
“neighbor” of Ukraine.” Through an introduction to the
unrecognized states within the former Soviet Union, the
relations between these states and Russia and the problems
that the neighboring countries have in common were
presented. This introduction was followed by a lecture on the
specifics of life and history of this “country,” using the
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DARNERY bV 1—2 2022
Uzbekistan Culture Week 2022

example of novels and documentaries that take place in the
Moldovan Republic of Transnistria.

The film shown this time was deeply connected to
Christian (Orthodox) motifs, some of which were briefly
touched on in the preliminary commentary. Still, the
commentary on Pigeon’s Milk was intentionally limited,
since many parts of the story are at the heart of the storyline.
However, since many participants noted in the post-screening
questionnaire that the movie was difficult to understand, we
decided to send a PDF of the slides with additional
commentary to participants after the screening. More
detailed explanations will be published in a future report, so
please wait for them.

Although many participants commented that the film was
“difficult,” we also received many comments, such as “the
images were beautiful” and “the music was good.” We
believe it is important to note that some participants
expressed sympathy for the ordinary people living in
Transnistria because a film can create an idea of the region
and its inhabitants, though there are limited opportunities for
coverage of the people who live in the unrecognized state.

The NipCA project will continue to organize screenings in
the future to show the concrete life of different regions.
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September 28 (Wed.) - 30 (Fri.), 2022 BiVi Tsukuba, Nova Hall
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From September 28 to 30, 2022, University of Tsukuba
held Uzbekistan Culture Week 2022, an event to introduce
Uzbek culture to the general public, as part of the Japan-
Uzbekistan Academic and Culture Forum held jointly with
the Ministry of Higher and Secondary Specialized Education
of the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Embassy of the
Republic of Uzbekistan in Japan. This event was part of a
project to commemorate the 30th anniversary of establishing
diplomatic relations between the two countries.

The opening ceremony was held at BiVi Tsukuba Exchange
Salon on September 28 and was also attended by Uzbek
government officials and university presidents who were
attending the fourth Japan-Uzbekistan Rectors’ Conference
held on the same day at the Epochal Tsukuba International
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ERNZE2HF &K [Cause-specific

standardized mortality by region in

Kazakhstan]

Domestic Conference “Cause-specific

standardized mortality by region in Kazakhstan”
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Congress Center. During the event, Uzbek photos, traditional
costumes, traditional textiles, embroidery pieces, bags,
tableware, and more were exhibited at the event space in BiVi
Tsukuba, attracting approximately 270 visitors over the three
days. On September 30, the final day of the event, there were
public lectures entitled “History and Culture of Uzbekistan -
A Bridge to the future” (Dr. SHIOYA Akifumi, University of
Tsukuba) and “The chance of becoming self-sustaining of
women using the traditional handicraft in rural area of
Uzbekistan” (Dr. KAWABATA Yoshiko, Tokyo University of
Agriculture and Technology) as well as a concert of
traditional Uzbek music and dance and the first screening in
Japan of an Uzbekistan film. The event introduced not only
the history of Uzbekistan, which was greatly influenced by
the culture of the Silk Road, but also what the country is like
in modern day and its relationship with Japan, and
participants enjoyed it through the very end.

il

Badiyeva Aizada (2022 NipCA Fellow)

The 81st Annual Scientific Meeting of Japanese
Society of Public Health

October 7 (Fri.) -9 (Sun.), 2022
Kofu City, Yamanashi prefecture, Japan

On October 7-9, 2022, NipCA Project researcher
BADIYEVA Aizada participated in the 81st Annual
Scientific Meeting of Japanese Society of Public Health
Conference, which was held on-site for the first time since the
pandemic in Yamanashi Prefecture. The main theme of the
81st Japanese Society of Public Health was “Public Health
Innovation: Identifying the Origin and Promoting Change,”
and BADIEVA Aizada gave a presentation titled “Cause-
specific standardized mortality by region in Kazakhstan”
under the supervision of Professor WAGATSUMA Yukiko.

During the three days, BADIEVA Aizada listened to
numerous oral presentations by public health experts from all
over Japan and gained the confidence to continue her research
on risk factors for cardiovascular disease and received
valuable input for her master’s thesis.

Apart from being amongst interesting scientists and
researchers, she stated that she also felt very inspired by
Kofu, which is a very dynamic city surrounded by the great
mountain Fuji.
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Domestic Conference “The Experience of Aspiring
Female Entrepreneurs with the Framework of

Uzbekistan’s Policy (2019-2022)”
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Bazarova Asal (2021 NipCA Fellow)
[Conference] Japan Central Asia Exchange Forum 2022
October 11, 2022 (Tue.)

University of Tsukuba

BAZAROVA Asal, 2021 NipCA Fellow, presented her MA
research project at the Japan Central Asia Exchange Forum.

A new policy on “Measures to Further Strengthen Labor
Rights Guarantees and Support for Women’s
Entrepreneurship” has been in effect in Uzbekistan since
2019. Its goal is to support and encourage the growth of
women entrepreneurs by establishing business incubators and
providing special certificates that grant them access to low-
interest loans. The project has already been executed. Even
though the program intends to raise the number of female
entrepreneurs in Uzbekistan and to foster an atmosphere free
from social gender stereotypes where women can start their
businesses, the number of female entrepreneurs is still low.

The main objective of this study is to gain a better
understanding of the entrepreneurial and managerial
experience of women in Uzbekistan’s changing environment.
The Women’s Entrepreneurship Center (WEC) in Tashkent,
established in accordance with new policy requirements to
give women access to low-interest loans to start their
businesses, will be specifically examined as part of the study.
In order to acquire a new perspective on the business
landscape for female entrepreneurs, the study aims to obtain
the opinions of women who have attended business courses
there and received low-interest loans.

Various comments and inquiries on the presentation from
Kyrgyzstan’s JACAFA Fellows resulted in an insightful
discussion.
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2022 NipCA Fellows (The 4™ Cohort) Kick-off

Meeting
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October 17,2022 (Mon.) Laboratory of Advanced Research A 110, University of Tsukuba
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On October 17, 2022, the 4th NipCA Fellows Kick-off
Meeting was held. In addition to the 4th NipCA Fellows from
the Program for the Development of Japanese Studies and
Eurasian Regional Scholars (SPJES) who visited Japan this
time, the 4th and 3rd NipCA Fellows from the Public Health
Master’s Program (MPH) who enrolled in April 2022 also
attended this kick-off meeting, along with Professor
Usuyama, Associate Professor Yamamoto, and NipCA project
staff.

The meeting included an introduction of the SPJES 2022
NipCA Fellows, as well as an explanation of the NipCA
project, a talk about what to expect, as well as information on
support while studying abroad. After that, the project
director, Professor Toshinobu Usuyama, welcomed the newly
arrived fellows and expressed his expectations for their future
activities. Associate Professor Yamamoto then introduced the
NipCA project staff and explained the project’s future plans,
expressing her hopes that the new fellows will have a
fulfilling study-abroad experience over the next year and a
half.

\ ¥

1. December 14, 2022 (Wed.)
Joso Gakuin High School
2. December 19, 2022 (Mon.) Meikei High School
3. December 23, 2022 (Fri.)
Tsuchiura Nihon University High School

Prof. YAMAMOTO Yukiko, the faculty member of the
NipCA Project, gave a series of lectures on the SDGs to local
high school students. This was a part of the social
contribution activities of the University of Tsukuba. Prof.
Yamamoto visited three local high schools, Joso Gakuin High
School, Meikei High School, and Tsuchiura Nihon University
High School, during December 2022.
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[Joso Gakuin High School]

On December 14, Prof. Yamamoto and NipCA Project
researcher Ms. KOCHARYAN Lilia, visited Joso Gakuin
High School, where Prof. Yamamoto gave a lecture to
approximately 50 students. Many of the students had never
attended a lecture given only in English, therefore, some
students seemed to be nervous at the beginning. However,
students gradually relaxed through the workshop activities,
and as some of them even expressed their opinions in English
towards the end of the lecture.

[Meikei High School]

A similar educational exchange event was held at Meikei
High School on December 19, 2022. Prof. Yamamoto and
three NipCA Fellows, Ms. MALAKBOZOVA Munira, Ms.
MAVLONOVA Maftunakhon and Ms. SUVANOVA
Yulduzkhon, visited the Junior Red Cross Volunteer Club at
Meikei High School. The club members have been actively
working to help achieve the SDGs at the local level. The high
school students made presentations in English about what
they have been doing. After the presentations, the
participants were divided into small groups and exchanged
some ideas about the SDGs. The interaction with the people
from Central Asia countries was a new experience for all
students. The High School Students were very much
interested in how people live, think, and act in those

countries.

[Tsuchiura Nihon University High School]

An English lecture on SDGs was held on December 23,
2022, at the Tsuchiura Nihon University High School. Prof.
Yamamoto gave a lecture focusing on the overview of the
International Development Goals and the current progress of
Japanese efforts. The workshop was also held during the
lecture, presenting students a chance to have discussions with
each other and present their thoughts in English.

After the lecture, students were asked to identify several
problems facing Japanese society and to think about possible
small steps they could take. The session was very active, with
some students staying after the lecture to ask questions and
make comments.

This lecture was a great opportunity for the students to try
out their English communication skills in practice and raise
awareness of current and future global problems we and our
future generations could encounter. Prof. Yamamoto said she
also enjoyed interacting with the high school students.

The series of this event was featured in the “University of
Tsukuba SDGs Communication Month”, which was planned
by the Organization for DESIGN THE FUTURE, University
of Tsukuba. (https:/www.osi.tsukuba.ac.jp/sdgs/eventinfo
en/eventinfo_en-2163)
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'The 5th online screening of Russian and Central

Asian films
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February 3, 2023 (Fri.)
Zoom, Vimeo

19:15-19:55 Lecture “New Film Trends in Contemporary Uzbekistan” (Dr. Kajiyama Yuji, the NipCA project
coordinator and UIA, University of Tsukubav )
20:00-21:50 Film “Two Thousand Songs of Farida” (2020, 110 min.), directed by Yolkin Tuichiev
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On Friday, February 3, 2023, the 5th online screening of
Russian and Central Asian films took place. This edition
showcased the film “Two Thousand Songs of Farida” (2020),
directed by Yolkin Tuichiev. The film, which has garnered
attention as Uzbekistan’s latest cinematic offering, has been
featured in numerous international film festivals. Its debut in
Japan occurred on September 30, 2022, at Nova Hall
(Tsukuba City, Ibaraki Prefecture) during the “Japan-
Uzbekistan Academic and Cultural Forum.” This event,

jointly organized by the University of Tsukuba and the

Ministry of Intermediate and Higher Education of
Uzbekistan, commemorated the 30th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between Japan and Uzbekistan.

Due to a surge in requests following last year’s screening,
we organized the 5th online screening to make the film
accessible to a wider audience.

As usual, Dr. KAJIYAMA Yuji, the coordinator of the
NipCA project, provided an advance commentary titled “New
Film Trends in Contemporary Uzbekistan” before the
screening. Uzbekistan, a longstanding leader in Central Asian
film culture, has seen a flourishing of new filmmakers and the
production of unique films, especially focusing on women’s
lives. Despite limited opportunities for exposure in Japan, Dr.
Kajiyama introduced several noteworthy works, including
Ayub Shakhobiddinov’s “Heavenly Woman” (2012), and
Saodat Ismailova’s “40 Days of Silence” (2014), and “Her
Rights” (2020). These films and others depict women’s lives
in Central Asia, particularly in Uzbekistan. Notably,
Ismailova’s “Her Five Lives” (2020) is an outstanding short
film categorizing the lives of women in Uzbekistan over the
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past century (from the 1920s to the present).

Although Tuichiev, the director of the featured films, hasn’t
extensively explored the theme of women’s lives in his works,
he stands as a contemporary standard-bearer for Uzbek
cinema. “Two Thousand Songs of Farida” unfolds in western
Uzbekistan in the early 1920s, shortly after the Bolshevik
regime took power, and depicts the shifting and changing
lives of a husband and his plural wives, who lived together in
a traditional polygamous relationship amidst the increasing
Sovietization of society. In the post-screening survey, there
were quite a few comments about the film’s visual beauty,
accompanied by numerous questions about the second half of
the film, which takes a sharp turn. Requests for further
explanations were made, and these inquiries will be
addressed in a report following the next screening.

The NipCA project remains committed to organizing film
screenings in Central Asia and beyond.

This program, co-hosted with the Global Commons of the
International Affairs Bureau, aims to create a space for both
international and domestic students and faculty to interact in
English during lunch breaks. The gatherings occur on the
third Friday of odd-numbered months at Student Plaza on
campus.
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Mr. Temerkhanov Artur (2022 NipCA Fellow)

May 19, 2023 (Fri.)
Student Commons, University of Tsukuba
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The first Borderless Onsite Meeting was held on Friday,
May 19, 2023, in collaboration with the International Bureau
Global Commons. This is a new trial for this academic year,
and its purpose is to provide a place for exchange in English
between international students and TUFS students, faculty
and staff at the Student Plaza on campus during lunch break
on the third Friday of odd-numbered months. The six
countries from which the NipCA Fellows come —
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, and Azerbaijan — will be introduced to
international students about their countries, allowing
participants to become familiar with the countries of Central
Asia.

For this first session, we invited Mr. TEMERKHANOV
Artur, a 2022 NipCA Fellow from Kazakhstan, to speak on
the topic “Natural Attraction of Kazakhstan. Kazakhstan has
two World Natural Heritage sites: the Steppes and Lakes of
North Kazakhstan and the Xiantian Mountains. However, as
the ninth largest country in the world, it is also home to some
of the most beautiful natural scenery, and many of the
participants marveled at the many beautiful photographs that
Mr. Artur introduced.

During the Q&A session, participants asked many
questions about the materials used in yurts, the traditional
dwellings of Kazakh nomads, and their use in modern times,
which were carefully answered by Mr. Artur. During the free
talk time that followed, the NipCA project’s own Kazakh folk
art was placed on each table, and with the participation of
many international students from Kazakhstan National
University, our CiC partner university, lively discussions took
place.

We also heard from Mr. Artur and other international
students from Kazakhstan that they were happy to talk with
faculty and staff with whom they do not usually have the
opportunity to interact, and to introduce their country.
Although Tsukuba University has close ties with Central
Asia, most of the faculty and staff were unfamiliar with the
region, and one of the major outcomes of this event was that
they were able to deepen their mutual cultural understanding
by holding Kazakhstani folk art in their hands and having the
international students explain it to them.
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The Second Borderless Onsite Meeting was held on Friday,
July 21, 2023, in cooperation with the International Bureau
Global Commons. Following the introduction of Kazakhstan
at the previous meeting, Ms. SUVANOVA Yulduzkhon, a
NipCA Fellow from Uzbekistan, made a presentation titled
“Uzbekistan: History, People, and Culture”.

Ms. Suvanova took the audience on a virtual tour of
Uzbekistan, a country rich in Silk Road legacies, focusing on
the history and legacy of the three cities of Samarkand,
Khiva, and Bukhara. Participants were intrigued by the
beautiful photographs of Samarkand’s Registan Square and
other World Heritage sites, and during the Q&A session,
there was a rush of questions about the colors often used in
mosques.

Traditional Uzbek folk artifacts, such as dishes and fabrics,
were displayed on the tables, and the participants intently
listened to the explanations of the foreign students from
Uzbekistan stationed at each table. Some of the students had
previously studied in Uzbekistan, while others were planning
to study in Uzbekistan this September, and during free
discussion time, they exchanged information and enjoyed
discussing various topics.

The Borderless Onsite Meeting will continue to be
conducted on the third Friday of odd-numbered months to
allow NipCA Fellows to report on their countries and

familiarize participants with the Central Asian region.
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